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BOOK VIII. 

CHAPTER J. 

OPERATION'S IN THE WESTERN THEATRE OF THE 
HERMAN WAR. 

As has boon alroady shown in a preceding chapter,' the 
Prussian troops which had invaded Hanover and Hesse- 
Cassel occupied on the 1 9th June the following positions : 
— The divisions of General Goeben and General Man- 
teuffel were in the town of Hanover, and that of General 
Royer in Cassel. Of the allies of Austria the Hanoverian 
army was at Gdttingen, the Bavarian in the neighhonr- 
hood of Wurzburg and Bamberg, the eighth Federal corps 
in the vicinity of Frankfort. The latter consisted of the 
troops of WUrtemberg, Baden, Hesse-Darmstadt, Nassau, 
and Hesse-Cassel, to which an Austrian division was 
added. We have seen under what disadvantages the 
Hanoverian army left Hanover, and commenced its south- 
ward march. Its formation and preparations began only 
at Gottingen, and they were necessarily conducted under 

* See page 157, Vol. 1. 
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every untoward eirciunstance. The soldiers < >f the reserve, 
and those who had heen absent on furhmgh, nobly 
responded to the cpU.of their King, and made their way 
tloouj^ the coimtiy wh^ ,^as in Prussian possession, 
and sometimes evw l^ngh the linra of the enemy, to 
join the ranks at GdUingen. By their firm determina> 
tion to reach their regiments they afforded an earnest 
of the gallantry and courage which they afterwards dis- 
played upon the field of battle. By the aiTival of 
these men, the army at Gottingen mustered about twenty 
thousand combatants, with fifty guns. 

Southern Germany exi>ected great deeds of the Bava- 
rian army. It might have tlirown serious ilitlicullies in 
the way of the Prussian .successes, had not an uncertainty 
and vacillation pervadexl all its operations. Prince (.’harles 
of Bavaria, the Comman<lcr-in-chief, umlor whoso ord<'r8 
the eighth Federal Corps was also afterwards placed, 
seems to have conducted his campaign without a definite 
strategical object, and without energ}' in its prosecution. 
AgaiiLst him in command of the Prussian Army of the 
Maine’ was a general gifted with prudence and clear fore- 
sight, who pursued his aim with an iron vigour. The 
Bavarian is a smart soldier in time of peace, and conducts 
himself well in battle ; but he is too much dependent 
upon good diet, the want of which grievously maims his 
capacity for undergoing the fatigues of war. Nor do 
the ranks of Bavaria contain such intelligence as do 
those of Prussia, for men drawn for militaiy science are 
allowed to provide substitutes, so that only the poorer 

* This name was only given on the 1st of July to the Prussian divisions aiiial- 
gamated together nnder the command of General Vogel von FalckeiiHtpin. 
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and lesa educated classes of society furnish recruits for 
the army. 

The eighth Federal corps did not assemble either with 
zeal or rapidity. The troops of the Grand Duke id Baden 
not only came very late to the place of <»nceiiti»thm« bat 
when actually in the field were handled in a manner which 
gave rise to grave suspicions of the affection of thdr 
government for the South-German cause. The kernel of 
this miscellaneous corps was formed by an Austrian divi- 
sion composed of the troops which had been withdrawn 
from the fortresses of Rastadt, Sfayence, and Frankfort 
Even if the princes of the small states which furnished 
their contingents to the eighth corps liad made clear 
to themselves the end or object of the war which they 
had undertaken, their reasons for the quarrel had not 
penetrated the lower ranks of their armies. The troops 
had no idea, no knowledge, of the causes for wliich they 
were to shed their blood, and markedly in this respect 
contrasted with the Prussian soldiery, which held that 
the honour, integrity, and even existence of its fatherland 
was in jeopardy. 

The Federal troops did not fail in bravery, but no 
enthusiasm thrilled tlirough their ranks. Individual 
bodies were doubtless animated by a high courage, and in 
many cases displayed a heroic devotion to their leaders 
and their princes. But the mass did not work evenly ; 
a want of harmony existed among its heterogeneous 
units, which, in combination with the clouded plans of 
its chiefs, facilitated the task of General Von Falckenstein. 
There was also dissension in the councUs of the leaders. 
Prince Alexander not only habitually disagreed with 

B 2 
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liis superior. Prince Charles, and so originated causes 
of disaster; but himself was often engaged in j^ltry 
squabbles with the lieutenants who commanded the 
different contingents. 

CATASTROPHE OF THE HAXOVKRIAN ARMY. 

The Hanoverian army had niai'cht'd from its <rai)ital 
almost totally un])repaivd to undertake a cain]>aign. It 
stooil in dire need of several days’ rest in order to 
be organized, and to allow time for the formation of 
a transport train, as well as for the clothing and ariha- 
ment of the soldiers of reserve who had been recalled to 
the rauk.s, and for the horsing of part of tin* artilleiy. 
On this account it wa.s forced to halt until the 20th June 
at Gottingen, and the favomublc moment for its un- 
mole.sted march to unite with the troops of Bavaria was 
allowed to slip away. 

On the 19th June, by the successful occupation of 
Cassel by Prussian troops, the idtim.'ite retreat of the 
Hanoverians was first endangered. On the same day 
the Prussian General Von Falckenstein set out from 
Hanover with Gocben's division in pursuit of them. 
The Hanoverian army had gained a start of almost 
seventy miles on General Von Falckenstein, which was 
of the more importance, inasmuch as the latter could 
not make use of the railroads, which had been torn up 
and broken. 

The King of Hanover determined to move in a south- 
easterly direction, and to attempt to reach Bavaria by 
passing through Prussian territory on the road which 
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leads hy Heiligenstodt and LangensaLEs, and tteni 07- 
Gotha or Eisenach, or to unite with the Bavarians in the 
neighbourhood of Fulda. The roads in this direction 
through the mountains of the Thuringian Forest ^oe veiy 
convenient, and by no means difficult. Had the march 
been pushed on with certainty and rapidity, there seems 
to have been no reason why it should not have been suc- 
cessful in its issue. The portion of the Prussian province 
of Saxony through which the line of march lay from 
Heiligenstatlt to Langensalza was entirely denuded of 
Prussian troops. The only force to oppose the progress of 
the retreating aimy on this road was the contingent of 
Saxe-Coburg Gotha, at Gotha. This consisted, however, 
of only two battalions. It .seems, therefore, that the 
direction proposed for their route offered considerable 
, chances of success, if on the one side the Hanoverians had 
forced their marchc.s, and on the other the Bavarians had 
pushed forward by Coburg in strength, in order to effect 
a junction with their threatened allies. But neither the 
Hanoverian nor Bavarian leaders acted energetically. 

The Prussian staff, on the contrary, took most prompt 
measures to cut off the Hanoverian retreat, and to occupy 
the principal points on their line of march with troops. 
The Duke of Coburg had declared openly and decidedly 
on the side of Prussia, and his troops were in consequence 
at the service of the Prussian Government. On the 
20th June, Colonel Von Fabeck, the commandant of the 
Coburg contingent, received a telegraphic order from 
Berlin to post himself with his two battalions at Eisenach^ 
because it was expected that the Hanoverians would 
there first attempt to break through. Three battalions of 
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Landwehr, one squadron of Landwehr cavalry, and a 
battery of four guns, were sent from the garrison of 
Erfurt to reinforce him. A battalion of the fourth regi- 
ment of the Prussian Guard, which had reached Leipzig 
on the 1 9th, was also despatched to his aid, a detachment 
of which, on the 20th, rendeml the railway tunnel near 
Eisenach impasstible. 

At the same time General Boyer, pushing forwards 
from Cassel towards Eisenach, occupied the passages of 
the river AVerra, between Allendorf and that place. 

The idea of uniting with the Bavarians, by moving 
from Heiligenstadt by Eschewege and Fulda, was under 
these circumstances given up by the King of JIanover. 
On the ‘20th of June such is sjud to have been his 
intention, and on that day he moved his advanced guard 
from Gottiimen to Heiligenstadt. On the. 21st he ordered 
his whole army to move ujion Gotha, and crossed the 
Prussian frontier with his troop.s, after taking leave of 
his people by means of a proclamation, in which he 
mournful^’ e.xpre.sscd his hope soon to return vii.'torious 
at the head of his army to the land which he was then 
temporarily forced to quit. 

General Arcntschild, on entering Prussian temtory 
near Heiligenstadt, issued a proclamation in wdiich he 
disavowed any intention of treating the countiy in a 
hostile manner, and declared that he only desired to 
be allowed to march through without interruption. The 
Hanoverian army, depentlent for its subsistence upon 
requisitions, moved but slowly. On the 22d it occupied 
Muhlhausen, and on the 23d Grosz-Gottem. From this 
place advanced guards were pushed forward on the one 
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side towards Erfurt, on the other to the railway between 
Eisenach and Gotha. The latter foimd that this line was 
already occupied by the Prussians. On the 24th the 
Hanoverian army reached Langensalza. 

In the meantime Colonel Fabeck, the commander of 
the Coburg contingent, quitting his position at Eisenach, 
approached Gotha, and occupied the road by which the 
Hanoverians might have broken through in this direction. 
A second squadron of Landwehr cavalry and a dep6t 
battalion were sent from Erfurt to reinforce him ; and a 
second battalion of the fourth regiment of the infantry 
of the Prussian Guard was hurried up from Berlin. One 
battalion of this regiment occupied Weimar, and the 
other Eisenach. 

On the 24th June, the force opiwsed to the Hano- 
verians at Gotha consisted only of six weak battalions, 
two squadrons, and four guns. There can hardly be any 
question but that, if the King of Hanover had marched 
rapidly on Gotha that day, Colonel Von Fabeck would 
have been quite unable to hold his position. But the 
Hanoverian leaders failed to take advjuitoge of this last 
opportunity. The King rejected a proposal made by 
Colonel Von Fabeck, that his army should ciipitulate ; 
but applied to the Duke of Cobuig, and asked him to act 
as a mediator with the Prussian Government The Hano- 
verians desired a free passage to Bavaria, and were in 
return willing to pledge themselves to take no share in 
the war in Germany during six months. The Duke of 
Coburg insisted that this time should be extended to a. 
year, to which the Hanoverians assented, and the Duke 
telegraphed a report of the negotiations to Berlin. 
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Had the Hanoveriaua obtained these terms, their in- 
tention was to move into Italy, and there to act on the 
Austrian side against the Italians, — a course of action 
which would have recalled to memory the past times in 
which the Electors of Hanover sent so many of their sub- 
jects to combat in the cjiuse of the republic of Venice. 

The King of Pnissia, immediately on the receipt of 
the telegram of the Duke of Coburg, despatched hi.H 
Adjutant-General, General Von Alvensleben, to Gotha, to 
treat with the King of Hanover. In the mt!antime an 
armistice was agreed upon, which Wiis to expire on the 
morning of the 25th. This armistice was violated, 
doubtlessly l>y some misunderstanding, «)n the night of 
the 24th, by the Hanoverian.s, who advanced to the 
Gotha and Eisenach niilway, and broke up the line near 
Frbtestadt General V'on Alvensleben sent a ])r()po.s:d 
from Gotha to tlu; King of Hanovt'r that Ik; sluiuld 
capitulatt;. To this no au.swer wa.s returm.'d ; but the 
King expres.scd a wish that General Von Alven.sleben 
should rejmir to his camp, in order to treat with him. 
This wish was complied with early on the 25th, when an 
extension of the armistice was agreed upon, and General 
Von Alvensleben hurried back to Berlin for further 
instructions. It was n*t at this time the interest of the 


Prussians to push matters to extremities. Their troops 
were widely scattered, and the smidl force at Gotha was 
unequadi to engage the Hanoverian army with any chance 
of success. The Hanoverians seem to have been ignorant 
of how small a body alone barred the way to Bavaria, 


and to have hd^p^ that time 
reach them. On.thftJ»ihhit^ 
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sent to the Bavarian head-quarters at Bamberg to report 
the situation of the Hanoverian army, and to solicit 
speedy assistance. To this request Prince Charles only 
replied that an army of nineteen thousand men ought to 
be able to cut its way through. In consequence of this 
opinion only one Bavarian brigade of light cavalry was 
advanced on the 25th of June to Meiningen, in the 
valley of the Werra, Avhile a few Bavarian detachments 
were pushed forward along the high road as far as 
\\acha. 

This procedm’c of Prince Charles of Bavaria was 
alone sutHcieut to condemn him as a general. He held 
his army inactive, when, by a bold advance, not only 
could he have insured the Siifety of the Hanoverians, but 
could in all probability have capture<l the whole of his 
enemys troo]>s at Gotha. Thus he would have saved 
nineteen thousand allies, have captured six thousand of 
his adversary's men, have turned the scale of war by 
twenty-five thousand combatants, have preserved to his 
own cause a skilled and highly trained army, proud of 
high and ancient military reputation,* which the faults of 
politicians hod placed in a most precious and unfortu- 
nate position. 

On the 25th Prussian troops were closing in upon the 
devoted Hanoverians; but telegraphic orders wmre for- 
warded from Berlin to all their commanders not to 
engage in hostilities until'^ten o’clock on the morning 
of the 26th. Colonel Von Dbring was despatched to 
T^mgcnsalm by the Prussian Government, with full 
powers the Kin^ of Hanover; he pfiiK 
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recognition of the Prussian project for refonn of the 
Germanic Confederation, and of the disbandment by 
Hanover of its araiy. To these terms King George 
would not agree ; deserted by his allies, to them he was 
still faithful, and still expected that the Bavarians 
must come to his aid. He refused to entertain any 
proposition for the capitulation of liis army, and de- 
manded a free and unimpeded passage into Bavaria. 
In the meantime, while the King treated, the Bavarians 
remained inactive, and wliile the Hanoverian array was 
fatigued by marching and countermarching within it.s 
lines, the troops (»f Pru.ssia closed roiiml it. On tlie 
25th .June tlie Prussian divisions of Goeben and Beyer 
reached Ei.scnach. Tin; same day General Flics, who 
had been despatcdicd by General .Mantcuffel with five 
battalions and two batteries, reached Gotlia by means 
of the railway which runs through Magdeburg and 
Halle, On the .same evening the Prussian troops at 
Gotha were reinforced by two battJilions of the 20th 
regiment of Laudwehr, and a depot battalion from 
the garrison of Magdeburg, (buieral Flies immediately 
assumed the command of the Prussian and Coburg 
troojw at Gotha, and j)ushed his advanced guard that 
evening to Warza, half-way between Gotha and Lan- 
gcnsjilza. 

Round this place the Hanoverian army lay. The 
opportunity of forcing its way into Bavaria, while the 
two battalions of Coburg were alone at Gotha, had been 
lost. By the morning of the 26th, forty-two thousand 
Prussians were placed on the south, west, and north, 
within a day’s march of its jiosition, and all ho]>es of 
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escape into Bavaria, or of aid from its southern allies, 
appeared to be vain. 

On the 26th the armistice expired at ten o'clock in the 
morning, but the Prussian Commander-in-chief did not 
immediately commence hostilities. His dispositions were 
not yet perfected. That day the Hanoverian army drew 
more closely together, either with the object of accepting 
battle, or, as some say, with the intention of moving by 
Tennstedt, and endeavouring to join the Bavarians by a 
circuitous route. 

That evenhig the Hanoverians took up a position be- 
tween the villages of Thamsbriick, Merxleben, and the 
town of Langensalza. None of these places were well 
suited for defence, and no artificial fortifications were 
tlirown up on the southern side of the position, where 
CJoneral Flies lay. On the northern side a few insignifi- 
cant earthworks and one battery were erected, to guard 
the rear and right flank of the army against the Prussian 
corps under Oeneral Manteuff’el, which lay in the direction 
of Muhlhausen. The soldiers were weary with marching 
ami privations, but eager to join battle with the Prus- 
sians, who of late years had spoken in a disparaging and 
patronising tone of the Hanoverian army, which, since 
the battle of Langensalza, has been exchanged for one of 
high respect and admiration. There had been a false 
alarai in the Hanoverian lines of an advance by the 
enemy in the night between the 26th and 27th June ; 
but an attack wasjiot expected on the 27th. This day 
had been appointed by Royal command to be observed 
as a solemn day of fast and humiliation throughout 
Prussia, and the Hanoverian leaders appear to have 
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imagined that on tliis account the Trussian generals 
would not attack. In this they were deceived, for before 
evening there had been fought the bloody 


BATTLE OF LANOENSALZA. 


The Prussian troops on the morning of tla? 27th occu- 
pied the following pasitions : — The division of Ueneral 
Mauteuflbl wa.s at Miihlhausen ; that of CJenenvl Beyer 
at Eisenach ; that of Clenerjil Goeben had one of its 
brigiides, that of General Wrungel, pushed forwards to- 
wards the north-west of Langensalza, and the other 
brigade that of General Kummer, at Gotha ; while the 
corps of General Flies was concentrated on the south of 
Langensalza, at Warm General Flies, who commanded 
five battalions of infantry of the Prussian line, one depAt 
battalion, two battalions of the Duke of Saxe-C!oburg- 
Gotha, and five battalions of Landwehr, with three 
squadrons, in all almut twelve thousand men,' with 
twenty-two guns, advanced from Warza, and attacked 
the Hanoverian position on that forenoon. General 
Flies has been censured by military critics for making 
this attack so early, while, a.s will be seen in the secpiel, 
his colleagues were still to«> far distant to render him 
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assist iince during^ the action which he thus precipitated. 
Ho hits not, however, failed to find defenders of the 
course he pursued. It has been urged that the object 
of his attack was to hold the Hanoverian army on the 
Unstrut, and if this were his only object he. was success^ 
ful. Hanoverian sources of infonnation, however, hardly 
allinle to the supposition that King George was about to 
mo\ e to Tennstedt ; and, unless General Flies had strong 
reasons for believing that his adversary meditated the 
immediate execution of such a movement, he was hardly 
justified in exposing himself to an unnecessary chance of 
disaster. It has also been said that General Manteuffel 
on the north was. to fire two cannon as a signal to General 
Flies that he was ready to attack, and that the Hano- 
verians, having discovered this arrangement, gave the 
signal at an early hour fix>m their own batteries. The 
Hanoverians, however, assert that their artillery only 
fired its first shot after General Flies’s infantry attack 
had been well developed. 

The position occupied by the Hanoverian army on the 
morning of the 27th lay along the sloping side of the 
line of hills w'hich rises from the left bank of the river 
Unstrut. .The right wing and centre rested on the villages 
of Thamsbrilck and Merxleben ; the left wing between 
the villages of Nilgclstadt and Merxleben. The third 
brigjule (Von Bulow) formed the right wing ; the fourth 
brigade (Von Bothmer) the left ; while in the centre was 
posted the first brigade (Von de Knesebeck), which at the 
beginning of the action was held in rear of the general 
line. The village of Merxleben, and the ground in firont 
of it, was occupied by the second brigade (De Vaux), 
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which had its outposte pushed as far as hCenningslebcn, 
along the road to AVarzji. The artillery and cavalry of 
the R'sorve were posted behind Merxleben, near the road 
to Sundhausen, Avlierc the scanty dopAts of ammunition 
and stores wciv established. The front of tin* position 
was covered by the river, which with its steep banks 
impelled at first tin' Prussian attack, Imt afterwards was 
an obstacle to the oflensivo advance and counter-attack 
of the Hanoverians. 

At about nine o'clock on the morning of the ‘iTth, tin*, 
two Coburg battalions which formed the advanced guard 
of General Flics's column rcachetl llenningslcben, and 
attacked the llanoverian out})osts there. These with- 
drew to l.ungensalza, occasionally checking their pur- 
suers by the fin' of their skirmishers. One Hanoverian 
battalion rcin.iincd for a .short time in Langcn.salza, but 
then the whole Hanoverian troojt.-:, which had been jm.shed 
along the Gotha road, withdrew acro.ss the Unstrut to 
Mer.xleben, and the Pru.ssian.s occujued f.angen.salza 
before, ten o'clock. 

General Flies then niiide his arrangements for tin attack 
on the main Hanoverian position. His artillery wa.s 
very inferior numerically to that of the enemy, .so he 
relied chiefly on his infantry fire. He sent a small 
column to make a feint against Thamsbrfick, while, he, 
ailvanced two regiments of infantry against Mia'.xlelxm, 
and detached a column of Landwehr to his right, in 
order to outflank, if jMJS.siblc, and turn the Hanoverian 
left. 

On the Hanoverian indc tlic first gun wa.s fired betw(^cn 
ten and eleven, from a battery of rifled ()-pounder.s 
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descending and ascending the banks, as wdi as in wading 
through the stream, prevented more of this brigade than 
one battalion of rifles from at first taking a shai*e in the 
.onset. The rest of the Hanoverian troops, however, 
supported by their artiller}’, prCsst'd steadily forward, an<l 
bore down upon the Prussians, who retreated. Many 
prisoner's were taken, but not witliout severe loss to the 
assailants, who soon ofeu}>ied the woo<l and l>athing- 
establishinent beside th»> river. 

The Prussians then drew off from every point, and a 
favourable op|>ortunity oeeurrod for a vigorous jnirsuii. 
But the di-sadvaiitage of a riv<‘r in froiit of a jtosition 
now became ajiparent. The cavalry e»)uld not ford the 
stream, nor approach it closely, on account of the boggy 
nature of its banks, and had to depend U])on the bridges 
at Tbsimsbriick, Merxlelren, and Niigelstadt The Duke 
of Cambridge’s regiment of dragoons issued from the 
latter village, and dashed forward quickly, but unsup- 
ported, against the Pru.s.siau line of retreat, ami took 
.several pri.soner.s. As sotui as the heavy cavalry of 
the reserv'e had threaded its way across the bridge of 
Merxleben, it also rushed upon the retreating Prussians. 
Two squares were broken by it, and many prlsonei-s 
made, while Captain Von Einein, with his squadron of 
cuirassiers, captured a Prussian batteiy. But the hoisc- 
men of Hanover suffered fearfully from the deadly 
rapidity of the nccdle-gun, and Von Einein fell in the 
midst of his captured cannon. 

The cavalry pursued the Prussians as far as Hen- 
ningsleben, but a further pursuit, or an advance of 
the infantry even so far, was impossible, on account of 
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the &tigtte of bol^ men and honet^ and 
of provisions and ammunition. 

' About five o’clock the pursuit terminated^ and the: 
Hanoverians, masters of the field of battle, posted their 
outlying pickets on the south of Langensalza. 

The total loss of the Hanoverians in kUled and wounded 
was one thousand three hundred and ninely-tw'o. The 
Prussians lost nine hundred and twelve prisoners, and 
probably about the same number as their enemies in 
killed and wounded. It is said that the Hanoverian 
infantiy engaged did not nural)er more than ten thousand 
men, because the recruits were sent to the rear, and 
during the day one thousand men were employed in 
throwing up earthworks. The Hanoverian cavalry con- 
sisted of twenty-four squadrons, of which eighteen 
certainly took part in the pursuit, and must have 
mustered at least nineteen hundred sabres. The ar- 
tillery in action on that side consisted of forty -two guns. 
The Prussian force, as has been shown before, numbered 
about twelve thousand combatants, with twenty-two 
guns. It is extremely questionable how far General 
Flies was justified under these circumstances in preci- 
pitating an action. 

The battle of Langensalza was of little avail to the 
gallant army which had won it. The troops of Hanover 
were now too intricately involved in the meshes of 
Falckenstein’s strategy. 

This general, on the 28th, closed in his division^ and 
drew them tightly round the beleaguered Hanoverians, 
who, by the action of Langensalza, had repulsed but not 
cut through their assailants. The division of General 

VOL. II. 
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Manteiiffol wid the brigade of General Wrangel were 
pushed into the Hanoverian rear, and took up positions 
at Alt-Gottem, Rothen-Heiligen, and BoUstedt The 
division of General Beyer was advanced from Eisenach 
to Hayna. General Flies was at Warza, and the bv’gade 
of General Rummer at Gotha was held ready to move 

poaiTioxa ON' riir or twr *il>Tii 
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by railway to Weimar, in order to head King George, 
in case he should march to the eastward on the left bank 
of the Unstrut. Forty thousand hostile combatants were 
knitted roun^ the unfortunate monarch and his starving 
but devoted troops. 
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When these' positions of the Pruasiuis yr&n Deported 
to the King, he determined to avoid a holocanst ef^ Ida 
soldiery. An action could hardly have been snccesafiil 
it must have been desperate. The terms of capitulation 
which had been formerly proposed by Prussia, were 
agreed to on the evening of the 29th. Arms, carriages, 
and military stores were handed over to the Prussians : 
the Hanoverian soldiers were dismissed to their homes : 
the officers were allowed to retain their horses and 
their swords, on condition of not again serving against 
Prussia during the war. The King himself and the 
Crown Prince were allowed to depart whither they 
pleased, except within the boundaries of Hanover. 

Political errors, and the supineness of Prince Charles 
of Bavaria, had at one stroke of the pen made a whole 
army captive, and blotted out from the roll of indepen- 
dent states one of the most renowned of continental 
principalities. 

This disaster of the Hanoverian army was due in a 
less degree to the uncertain action of its leaders than 
to the improvidence of its administrators, and the bhnd- 
ness of the political guardians of its country. Still there 
is no doubt that, on the days preceding the 25th June, the 
army of King George could easily have forced its way 
through the small knot of its enemies at Gotha, and have 
secured a safe retreat, provided only that it had been 
directed to march boldly forward. Its subsequent conduct 
at Langensalza compels us to believe that its organization 
at this time must have been sufficiently advanced to 
allow it to take this course. For the reasons that it 
did not do so its military directors must be responsible. 

c 2 
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Yet, wlioever is to blame for the ealamltous results of 
its expiring campaign, none can rcganl, without a fe< ling 
of sympathy and emotion, the last struggles of a proud 
and high-minded soldiery, who Ihuv up inefle<‘tually for 
days against privation, hardship, and superior numbers ; 
who even hop'd against hop? ; who rallit'd round their 
king in the hour of his misfortune, and strovi' to earry 
him, by the pressing of their bayonets, tlirough tl»e 
clustering bands of hostile combatants. Hanoverians may 
well look witk a moumfiil satishtetion on Langensalza. 
British soldim may justly feel a generous pride in the 
last campaign of an army which mingled its blood with 
that of their ancestors on the battle-fields of Spain and 
Belgium, and not unworthily rank the name of the 
battle which closes the last page of Hanoverian history 
with Salamanca, Talavera, Quatre Bras, and Waterloo. 



CHAPTER II. 


CAMPAIGN ON THE MAINE. 

When Prussia determined upon war, she resolved to 
throw herself with her midn force upon Austriatsinoe 
that Power was the leader and backbone of the coalition 
against her. With the intention of crushing the Austrian 
army in Bohemia and Moravia, the whole of the regulmr 
corps d’arm^e of the Prussian service were directed upon* 
those countries. Westphalia and the Rhenish provinces 
were denuded of their regular troops, which were marchod 
to the Austrian frontier. To protect the western proi- 
vinces of Prussia from the allies of Austria, to overrun 
Hanover and Hesse-Cassel, and then to act against the 
allies of Austria in the south-west of Germany, was the 
task entrusted to General Vogel von Falckenstein, He 
was provided with an army hastily collected together 
from the Elbe duchies, and from the garrisons of the 
neighbouring fortresses. 

With this army. General Von Falckenstein had to be 
prepared to take the field against the Bavarians and 
the seventh corps of the late Germanic Confederation. 
Previous to engaging with these adversaries, he was 
forced to occupy Hanover and Hesse-Cassel, and to 
pumue and disarm the Hanoverian troops. These pre- 
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limmaries cost the Prussian general the loss of fourteen 
tlays of valuable time, and allowed the eighth Federal 
corps to assemble its heterogeneous constituents, ami 
organize them round Frankfort. Thei’e can be no 
doubt but that if, on the 18th or 19th June, General 
Falckenstein had been able to concentrate his divisions 
near Wetzlar, and to have marched immediately upon 
Frankfort, he -would have entirely prevented the collec- 
tion of the troops of Baden, Wtirtemberg, and Hesse, and 
have annihilated in detail their separated divisions. 

On the other hand, fortune favoured Falckenstein, 
inasmuch as that durmg this fortnight the main armies 
of his op[)onents remained inactive, and, with the e.\- 
ception of some petty demonstration.s, beg-an to di‘veloj> 
’ no energy until <iuite the end of dune, when he himself, 
after the capitulation of the Hanoverian.s, wa.s free to 
turn hi.s unrf.-<friet<’d attention to them, ami had con- 
centrated hi.s whole army at Gotha and Eisenach. 

The army thus a.ssembled under General Von Falcken- 
stein consisted of three divisimis. These were the division 
of Lieutenant-General Von floeben, which consisted of 
the 13th, .'53d, lilth and .5.5th regiments of infantry, 
with the 8th regiment of hussars, and 4th regiment 
of cuirassiers. It mustered in all, at this time, about 
thirteen thousand men, with tw'cnty-four guns, and was 
divided into two brigades, one commanded by General 
Kummer, the other by General Wrangel. One division 
was the division of General Von Beyer, which had 
been formed from the garrisons of the Federal fortresses 
of Mayence, Eastadt, Luxemburg, and Frankfort-on- 
Maine, and consisted of the 19th, 20th, 30th, 32d, 
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JUth, 39th and 70th regiments of infantry, with the 9th 
i-egiment of hussars, — altogether twenty-one thousand 
five hundred men, with forty-two guns. Another the 
division of General Von Manteuffel, which had formerly 
garrisoned the duchy of Stdileswig ; it consisted of the 
25t^ 36th, 11th, and d9th regiments of infantry, and the 
5th and 9th dragoons, — in all thirteen thousand men, 
with thirty guns. The command of this diyision was 
shortly afterwards given to General Von Flies. To the 
Army of the Maine were also attached two battalions 
of the duchy of Saxe-Coburg, one of Oldenburg, and 
one of Lippe-Detmold, which numbei-ed together about 
two thousand five hundred combatants. General Von 
Falckenstein had thus under his orders as nearly as 
possible fifty thousand men, with ninety-six guns.' The 
battalions of Landwehr and the dep6t troops which had 
fought at Langensalza were not retained with the army, 
but were dismissed to rejoin the garrisons of those for- 
tresses from which they had been taken. 

Opposed to the Prussian Anny of the Maine stood, 
after the capitulation of the Hanoverians, the seventh 
jmd eighth corps of the Geiinanic Confederation. The 
seventh Federal corps consisted of the army of Bavaria, 
which was under the command of Prince Charles of 
Bavaria, who was also Commjinder-in-chief of the two 
corps. The Ravarian array was divided into three 
divisions, each of which consisted of two brigades. A 
brigade was formed of two regiments of infantry of the 

* Later five fourth battalions, a newly- gade, consisting of seven battalions, 
raised ripe battalion, and three newly- six squadrons, and two batteries, rs- 
i-aised Landwehr cavalry regiments, as inforced this army, 
well as the Oldenborg-Hanseatic bri- 
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Line, each of three battalions; a battalion of light iu' 
fantry, a regiment of cavalry, and a battery of artillery. 
There was also a reserve brigade of infantry, which con- 
sisted of five Line regiments and two battalions of rifles. 
The reserve cavalry consisted of six regiments, the reserve 
artilleiy of two batteries. The first division was under 
the command of General Stephan, the second under 
General Feder, the third under General Zoller. The 
infantry of the reserve was commanded by General 
Hartmann, the cavalry by a prince of the House of 
Thum and Taxis. The whole army numbered over fifty 
thousand sabres an«l bayonets, with one hundred and 
thirty-six guns.* The chief of the staff of Prince (.’harles 
was General Von dor Tann, wlio was a tried commander 
of a division, but failed to fulfil the necessities of a i)08i- 
tion even mort^ anluous than that of (’oinmander-in-chief. 

The Bavarian army in the middle of June was posted 
along the northern frontier of its own kingdom in 
positions intended to cover that country from an inva- 
sion from the north or ea.st. Its head-quarters were at 
Bamberg, its extreme right wing at Hof, and its extreme 
left wing near the confluence of the Franconian Saale 
with the Maine, Ijetween Schweinfurt and Gemttnden. 

The eighth Federal corps, under the command of Prince 

^ Each battalion of the Line mastered of l^anclwehr ; hut as the cadrts of the 
on paper 950 men ; each rifle battalion Londwehr battalions were not maln- 
668 ; and each regiment of cavalry tained in peace, and no arrangements 
591 horsemen. This would give a total made for their clothing or annameut in 
of 58,036 combatants ; but from this case of the outbreak of a war, these 
number several de^luctions have to be auxiliary troops never paraded during 
made for sickneffs and incomfilete bat- the earlier operations of the war, except 
talions. The number stated in the text Ufion paper ; and only once, during the 
has been carefully compiled from the whole of the campaign, near Hkyrruth, 
comparison o many authorities. Theo* did a detachment of these troops take 
retically, Bavaria possessed a large force a part in any action. 
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Alexander of Hesse, consisted of the Federal contingents 
of WUrtemberg, Baden, Hesse, and a combined division; 
which included the Austrian auxiliary brigade and the 
troops of Nassau. The whole corx)s mustered forty- 
nine thousand eight hundred sabres and bayonets, with 
one hundred and thirty-four guns.' Prince Alexander 

* The Order of Battle of this eighth Federal corps waa : — 

^Ut (WUrtemberg) Division. — Lieutenant-General Von Hardeggt 

1st Infantry Brigade (1st and 5th Regiments and 3d Jager Battalion). — 
Major-General Von Baumbat'h. 

2d Infantry Brigade (2d and 7th Regiments and 3d Jager Batallion). — 
Major-General Von Fischer. 

3d Infantry Brigaile (3<1 and 8th Regiments and 1st Jager Battalion). — 
Major-General Hegelmeier. 

Cavalry Brigade (Ist, 3d, and lUi RegimenU).— Major-General Count Von 
i^cheler. 

Artillery, Six Batteries of Eight Guns. 

2d (Baden) Division. — Prince William of Baden. 

Infantry — Commander, Lieutenant-General Wuag. 

1st Brigaiie (Grciia4lier and 5th Regiments and a J^r Battalion). — 
Major-General Von la Roche. 

2d Brigade (2d and 3d Regiments and Fusilier Battalion). — Colonel 
Von Neiibrtnui. 

Cavalry, 1st, 2il, and 3d Dragoons. 

Artillery, Five Batteries of Six Guns. 

3d ( Hesse- Duniistaiit) Division. — Lieutenant-General Von Perglas. 

1st Brigade (1st and 2d Regiments and one Jager Company). — Miyor* 
General Frey. 

2d Brigade (3d ajnl 4th Regiments and one Jager Comi>any). — Major- 
General Von Stockhausen. 

A Battalion of Shaqishooters was attached to the Division. 

Cavalry Brigade (two Regiments of Light Horse). — Prince liOuis of Hesse. 
Artilleiy^ Four Batteries of Six Guns. 

4lh (Combined) Division. — Lieutciiaut-Field- Marshal Count Neipj>eig. 

Austrian Brigade.— Migor-General Holm. 

Three Battalions of the 16th Infantry Regiment (Italians). 

One Battalion of the 49th „ „ 

One „ ,, 2l8t %, 

One „ „ 74th „ „ 

The 35th Jager Battalion. 

Two Batteries of Eight Guns. 

Nassau Brigade (1st and 2d Regiments and a Jager Battalion). — Migor- 
General Roth. 

Artillery*, Two Batteries of Eight Guns. 

To this Division were attached two squadrons of the Hu>sai-s of Hesse-Cassel. 
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assumed the command of thb corps on the 18th June, 
and established his head-quarturs at Dannstadt. 

The Elector of Hesse-Cassel had sent his tioops to the 
south as so<ai as the Prussians invaded his territory. By 
a decree of the Diet of the 22d June, they were placed 
under the orders of the commander of the eighth Federal 
corps. On account of their rapid retreat from Cassel, 
their preparations for war were interrupted, and little 
could {IS yet be expected from them in the open field. 
On the 29th June, when Prince Alexander n'ceived 
onlersfor an advance i>f his corp.s, he diri*cted the Hcs.se- 
Oassel contingent, on this a<’count, to retire to Muiuz, 
there to cover the Rhine, and the <-ountry in the imme- 
diate ^^cinitv of tliat fortrosM. Two fujuadroiin of hu.ssar8 
alone he retained as the divi.sional cavalry of his 
fourth division. These, as well as the troop.s of Hes.se- 
Darm.stadt, were ready for action. The troops of WUr- 
tcmlx*rg and Baden .still wanted time ; those of Baden 
particidarly : for their duchy entere<l only unwillingly 
into the war again.st Prus.sia. Wiirtemherg had sent an 
infantry hrig{ule, a regiment of cavaliy, iind two batteries 
on the 17th June, to Frankfort. The.se. were intended 
to unite with the troops of He.sse-Dannstadt already 
assembling there, {ind to form a guard for the* Rump Diet 
which still held its sittings at that town. 

The next Wtirtemberg brigside joined the corps only 
on the 28th June, the last brigade on the 5th July. On 
the 1 7th June the Government called up its furlough and 
reserve soldiers, and organized its division. The first 
Baden brigade reached Frankfort on the 25th June, where 
the Austrian brigade had arrived only a few days before. 
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The rest of the troops and the transport trains did not 
come in till the 8th July. The 9th July can be considered 
to have been the first day on which the ei^tii Federal 
corps was first ready to take the fields Hiese 

minor Governments were still assembling th^ small eo9t> 
tingent^ the troops of Prussia had long been in possesdon 
of Saxony and Hesse, had caused the surrender of the 
Hanoverian army, and already inflicted a crushing defeat 
on the main forces of Austria. 

The Bavarian army lay along the Maine, with its first 
division towards Hof, its fourth towanls GemUnden. 
The Bavarian Government was anxious to make an 
lulvanee upon Berlin, by way of Hof ; but the general 
strategmul movements of all the allies of Austria were, 
in virtue of a convention concluded Ix'tween Austria and 
Bavaria on the 14th June, dimcted from Vienna. The 
<lireeting genius decided against any oftensive movement 
in a north-easterly direction : and insisted strongly on 
a junction of the Ikwarian and eighth Federal corps 
between Wiirzburg and Frankfort, in order to then move 
against the Prussian provinces on the north-west. The 
aim of Austria was to comjxil Prussia to detach strong 
bodies from her troops engaged with Benedek, and go to 
weaken her main army. The Bavarian and eighth corps 
when united were to have the name of the West German 
Federal Army. 

On the 21st June, Prince Charles of Bavaria heard that 
the Hanoverians had moved from Gottingen. On the 
23d he knew certainly that they had marched to Milhl- 
hausen and Laugensalza. On the 25th for the first time 
he made any movement of importance. On that day 
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tlie Ravariaii army was si*t in motion towauls the north. 
That evening the lulvaneed guard of the fimt cavalry 
brigade entered Mciningen : the main body reached that 
town in the' night between the 26th and 27th. Commu* 
nicattons with the Hanoverians had been cut off, and 
Prince Charles, uncertain of their exact position, on the 
28th had ordered his columns to move towards Fulda. 
News reached him, however, of the commencement of 
the battle of Langensalza, and, changing the direction of 
his march, he moved towards Gotha. The same evening 
a despatch arrived from Vienna which urged a rapid 
advance of the Bavarians. Forced marches wci'c ordered, 
and the troops, to raise their cnthu.si{usm, received double 
pay for the first two days. On the 29th, the firet 
division, followed by the second, reached Hilburghau.seii ; 
the fourth, followed by the third, pushed pn.st Meiningen. 
It was only when the advan«‘ed guards had n*ached 
2^‘lla, in the Thuringian Fore.st, that they received 
counter-orders : for (Vmnt Ingelheiin, the Austrian 
ambassador at the court of King George, had arrived 
with the intelligence that the Hanoverians had laid down 
their arms. Thus the forced marching of two days had 
been lost, and the Bavarian army had commenced its 
campaign without result or glory, on account of too 
tardy an a.ssumption of the initiative. On the 29th the 
riflemen and light horsemen who formed the advanced 
guard of the first division reached Schleusingen ; on the 
30th the main column entered that place. The forced 
marches of the 29th and 30th had fatigued the troops. 
The constant succession of orders and counter-orders had 
wearied them, for they saw that all their exertions were 
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neutralized by altered commands, or by changes in the 
direction of the line of march. Before the commencement 
of iictuid war their confidence in their leaders had waned, 
for the men saw no grounds for the fatigues laid upon 
them. The capitulation of the Hanoverians dispritedr 
them, the more so as it was popularly attributed to 
vacillation, the cowardice, sometimes indeed to the 
treachery, of the Bavarian army. Still the Prince hoped 
to unite with the eighth Federal corps by a flank march 
to his left, along the roads which lead by Geissen to 
Hunfcld, and by Hildem to Fulda. The success of this 
movement was however prevented, as will be after- 
wards seen, by the sudden appearance of the Prussians. 

The eighth Federal eorps hatl, by the 27th June, 
assembled about 39,000 men, with eighty guns.' Since 
another ^V Urtemberg brigade, another cavalry regiment, 
and two more batteries were expected to come in on 
the following day, it considered itself strong enough 
to assume the offensive, and the following orders were 
issued for the 28th June ; — The troops of Hessc- 
Darmstadt were to fonn the advanced guard, with 
two brigades of infantry, two rifled 6-pounder bat- 
teries, a regiment of cavalry, and a bridge train. The 
first and fourth divisions formed the main body : each 
consisted of two brigades of infantiy ; the first divi- 
sion had three batteries of artiUeiy and a regiment of 
cavalry attached to it ; the second had two batteries of 
artillery, a regiment of cavalry, and two squadrons 

^ l8t Division, 5,200 Infantry, with 1,100 Cavalry and 16 Gmia. 
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ol Heise-CSftssel hussars attached. The reserve consisted 
of five battalicuis of the Bavarian brigade of La Boche, 
six regiments of cavalry, and thirty-four guns, of which 
sixteen were rifled. The advanced guard on the 29th 
June took up a position around Friedl)crg, about 
eighteen miles north of Fninkfort, with its right on 
the river Nidda. On the 30th tlie (■oinmander-in-chicf 
broke up his lieacl-ijunrteis at Frankfort, and orderc<l a 
general advance. He intendeil to move upon Alsfeld, 
a town which, on the Schwalon, still in the territory of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, lies close to the frontier of Hcsse-(*assel. 
Prince Alexander considered himself secure from any 
attack on his left flank by Prussian detachments from the 
Rhine provinces, lK*cause of the troops of Hesso-(.’ass(*l in 
Mainz. The division of Baden on the 1st July occupied 
Giessen, and paid a short \dsit to the Prussian town of 
\Vetzlar, and on the 2d July Prince Alexander held a 
position from Giessen eastwards to Griinl)erg, on the 
road to Alsfeld. 

Here he received a despatch from Prince (fliarles of 
Bavaria, which had been sent from Mciningen on the 
evening of the 30th June. This altered the direction of 
the march of the eighth Federal corps. 

It does not appear clear whether Prince Alexander, 
in his design of an advance to Alsfeld, was acting in 
compliance with an order from Prince Charles of Bavaria, 
or whether on his own responsibility he moved forward to 
cover the territory of Hesse-Cassel from invasion. The 
direction of the movement shows, however, that he who 
ordered it, be he who he may, was singularly ill-furnished 
with intelligence of his enemy’s movements. By making 
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for AUfeld Priace Alexander not only would have ex- 
posed his right flank and his line of communication to 
the head of Falckenstein’s columns, but would have in- 
creased the difiicultics of his junction with Prince Charles. 
As it was, at the time that Prince Charles sent to change 
the line of march of the eighth corps, these difficulties 
were alnjady forinidahle enougli. An interval of between 
eighty aiwl ninety miles separated the two bodies : and 
not only did the valley of the Fulda as well as that of 
the Weira intervene, but rugged hills rose between them, 
such as the Vogels-Berg, and the Kobe Rhon, It did 
not need sueh a keen general as Falckenstein to perceive 
the advantages he would derive if he drove the Pinissian 
army as a mighty wedge between these sepai-ated corps, 
and hurled himself with full force on the nearest ere the 
other could arrive to its assistance. In his own immediate 
command Prince Charles showed vacillation and uncer- 
tainty. He did not .strive with all energy to liberate the 
Hanoverians, and unite them with his own force. Nor 
w’hen he found himself too late to achieve this object did 
he take I’apid measures for a concentration with the eighth 
corps. On the contrary, instead of making towards his 
left, he drew away to his right, apparently with the object 
of crossing another difficult mountain country, the Thu- 
ringian forest, and placing that obstacle also between 
himself and his allies, while he left the valley of the 
Werra open to his antagonist as a groove down which 
to drive the wedge that should separate the Bavarians 
entirely from Prince Alexander. 

On the evening of the 30th June he for the first time 
appears to have decided upon a concentrative move* 
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ment He &eii iasu^ orders that both cor|)8 should 
se^ to unite at Fulda. To accomplish this, the Bava> 
nans were to move in a westerly, the Federals in an 
eastedy, direction. The latter began to move with this 
object on the 3d July. Prince Alexander moved with 
his first and third division that day to Ulrichstein, a 
small town on the northern issues of the Vogels-Berge. 
With his secontl division he occupied Geissen and 
Wetxiar to secure his line of communication with Frank- 
fort, and sent his fourth <li\i8ion to Friedlterg. liis 
cavalry was sent out to scour the country towards Alsfeld 
and Marburg. He evidently e.v|aH;ted his enemy by tin; 
railway from Marburg, and t<x>k these jueeautions to 
cover Ids flank march. On the 4th .luly heafl-ijuarters 
remained inactive at Ulrichstein, and some patrols alone 
pushed forward. Here again was a lack of energy and 
clear-sightedness. Portions of any army which are sepa- 
rated, and desire to concentrate in the presence of an 
enemy, should exert all their powers to do .so, and not 
waste a single hour, far less halt on the second day of the 
march. 

How false these news were became soon apparent. On 
the 4th July news came to the head-quarters of Prince 
Alexander, that strong Prussian columns were moving 
on Fulda from Hunfeld and Gerza, towns which lie 
between the Werra and the Fulda. An advance of the 
eighth corps prepared for battle, and with all precautions, 
was ordered for the next day. During this, however, the 
Prussian and- Bavarian troops had come into contact. 

General Falckenstein had, after the capitulation of the 
Hanoverians on the 29th of June, concentrated on the 
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1st July his three divisions at fSseniieh. To thiii united 
corps was given tiie ntote of the l^y of 1^ lfiun<^' 
On the 2d July, Falckenstein took the main road which 
leads from Eisenach by Fulda to Frankfort, and reached 
Marksahl that day. His intention was to press the 
Bavarians eastwards. These occupied a position at that 
time Avith their main body near Meiningen, on the west 
of the Werra. Two divisions were posted on that river, 
near Schmalkaldeii, to cover the passage of that stream 
against a Prussian corps wliich w'as expected from 
Erfurt. The cavalry was intended to open communica- 
tions with the eighth corps in the direction of Fulda. 

(3n tlic night of the 2d July, the same night that the 
troops of Prince Frederick Charles in Bohemia were 
moving towards tln^ field of Koniggratz, a Bavarian 
reconnoitring party fell in with one of Falckenstein’s 
patrols. On the .3d July the Pru.ssian reconnoitring 
officers brought in reports that the Bavarians were in 
force round Wiesenthal, on the river Felde. It was clear 
to Falckenstein that this position was held by the heads 
of the Bavarian columns which were moving to unite 
with the eighth corps. The Prussian general could not 
afford to permit the enemy to lie in a position so close 
and threatening to the left flank of his advance. He 
ordered General Goeben to push them back on the 
following moniing, by forming to his left, and attacking 
the villages on the Felde in front, while General Man- 
teuffcl's division should move up the stream, and assail 
them on the right flank. The third division, that of 
General Beyer, was in the meantime to push its march 
towards Fulda. 
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AlTION OF WIKSKNTHAL. 

The Bivvarian geiienil, on tlio 3d of July, having 
obtained infonnation of the vicinity of tin- Prussians, 
concentrated his ai*my. That evening he occupied the 
vdlagea of Wiesenthal, Neidhartshausen, Zella» and 
Diedor^ with considerable strength. His main body 
bivouacked round Bosadorf, and in rear of that village. 

At five o'dock in the morning of the 4th July, 
General Goeben sent Wrangel’s brigade against Wiesen- 
thal, and Rummer’s against Neidhartshausen. The latter 
village, as well as the neighbouring heights, were found 
strongly occupied by the enemy. They were carried 
only after a long and hard battle, the scene of which was 
marked by numbers of Prussians killed and wounded. 
Towards noon the Ikivarian debichnient.s which had been 
driven from Neidhartshausen .and Zell.a received rein- 
forcements. Prince Clutrlos determined to hold Dioilorf. 
He ordered a brigade to advance beyond this village, and 
take up a position on the hills on the further side. 'I’lie 
Prussians opened a heavy fire of artilleiy' and small arms 
from Zella upon the advancing Bavarians. Under this 
fire the latter could not gain ground, and no <;hange. in 
the positions of the combatants took place at this point, 
until the termination of the action. 

In the meantime a severe combat had been fought at 
Wiesenthal. At the same time that General Rummer left 
Dermbach,.be detached two battalions to his left, which 
were to occupy the defile of Lindenau, while Wrangcl’s 
brigade advanced against Wiesenthal. Wrangcl's ad- 





ir.j 


CAMVAION ON THE MAINE. 




viin«!e<l guard consisted of a squadron of cavalry and a 
hutlalion of infantry, which moved along l^he road in 
column of companies. Hardly had it reached the high 
ground in front of the village, when it was sharply 
assailed by a well-directed fire of bullets and shot. The 
h(!a\'y rain prevented the men from 8(*eing clearly what 
was in their front, but they pressed on, and the enemy 
was pushed back into the barricaded village, and up the 
hills on its southern side. Before the Prussian advanced 
guard reached Wicsenthal, the niin cleared up. The Ba- 
varians could be seen hurrying to evacuate the place, and 
taking up a position with four battalions, a battery, and 
several squadrons at the foot of the Nebelsberg. The 
Prussian battalion from Lindenau had arrived on the 
south flank of Wiesenthal. Another batt^on came np 
with that of t^o advanced guard, and the Prussians 
occupied the village. The Prussian artillery also arrived, 
and ciime into action wdth great effect against a Bavarian 
battery posted on the south-west of Wiesenthal. At the 
same time the needle-gun told severely on the Bavarian 
battalions at the foot of the Nebelsberg. Three of these 
retired into the woods which cover the summit of that 
hill, while the fourth took post behind the rising ground. 
Swarms of Prussian skirmishers swept swiftly across the 
plain in front, and made themselves masters of the edge 
of the wood. But the Bavarians held fast to the trees 
inside, and would not be ousted. Two fresh batteries of 
Bavarian artillery, and several new battalions, were seen 
hurrying up from Rossdorf. At this moment it was sup- 
posed that Manteuffel’s cannonade was heard opening 
in the direction of Nomshausen. This was in truth but 
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the echo of the engaged artillery. But the Prussian 

columns hurried forward* and dashed with the bayonet 

against the* wood-crested hill. The Bavarians awaited 

the charge, and their riflemen made serious impressions 

upon the advancing masses. But the men of Westphalia 

rushed on. After a short, sharp struggle, the hill was 

carried ; and the Bavarians fled down the revei-se slope, 

leaving hundreds of corpses, grisly sacrifices to the needle- 

gun, to mark the line of their flight Genenil Goeben 

had achieved his object. He halted his troops, and pn*- 

pared to rejoin Falckenstein. Leaving a rear-^uixl of 

one battalion, three squadrons, and a battery to cover 

his movement, and the removal of the killed and 

wounded, he withdiew his two brigades to Dt'rmbach. 

The Bavarian man;h to unite with the eighth corps had 

been checked, and Falckenstein had lodged hw leading 

columns securely between the sejairuted j)ortion.s of his 

adversaria’s aimy. The Bavarians in the night, finding 

their road barred, retired, to .seek a junction with Prince 

Alexander by some other route. They did not, however, 

move over the w^estem spurs of the Hohe Rhdn, in the 

direction of Briickenau, whence they might have stretched 

a hand to Prince Alexander, who on the night betAveen 

the 5th and 6th July was only seven miles from Fulda. 

« 

They preferred to move by the woods on the ejistern side 

of the mountains towards the Franconian Saale and 

Kissingen. Thus they made a movement which separated 

them from their allies, instead of bringing the two corps 

close together. Prince Alexander had sent an officer to 

the Bavarian camp. He was present on the 4th July at 

the action of Wiesenthal, and returned to the head- 
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quarters of the eighth Federal corps with a report of the 
failure of the Bavarians. On the receipt of this intelli- 
gence, Prince Alexander appears to have abandoned all 
hope of effecting a junction with Prince Charles north of 
the Maine. He faced about, and moved back to Frank- 
fort, a town which, until its subsequent occupation by 
the Prussians, appears always to have had a singular 
attraction for the eighth Federal corps. 

On the 4th July, the same da^ that General Goeben 
pressed the Bavarians back at Wiesenthal, the leading 
division of Falckensteiu’s army had a singular skirmish 
in the direction of HUnfeld. As General Beyer, who 
foininunded the Prussian advanced guard, approached 
that towm, he found tw'o squadrons of Bavarian cavalry 
in front of him. Two guns accompanied these squadrons, 
whicli opened fire on the advancing Prussians. The 
weather was wet, and a clammy mist held the smoke of 
the cannon, so that it hung like a weighty cloud over 
the mouths of the pieces. A Prussian battery opened in 
rei)ly. The first shot so surprised the Bavarians, who 
had not anticipated that there Avas artillery with the 
advanced ginird, that the cuirassiers turned al)out, and 
sought safety in a wdld flight. They left one of their 
guns, which in their haste had not time to be limbered 
up. Beyer pressed forward, and found Hunfeld evacu- 
ated by the enemy. Indeed it is said that these cuiras- 
sici-s, who had Iwen pushed forward by Prince Alexander 
to open communications with Prince Charles, were so 
dismayed by one well-aimed cannon-shot, that many of 
them did not draw rein till they reached Wurzburg. 

Prince Alexander withdrew towards Frankfort. Falck- 
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enstein pushed forward on the 6th ; he occupied Fulda 
with Beyer’s division, while Goebon and Mantouffel 
encamped on the north towards HUnfeld. The object of 
the Prussian advjince was obtained. On the 5th July 
the Bavarians and the eighth Fedeml corj)s were sepa- 
rated -fiom each other by only thirty miles; on the 7th 
seventy miles lay between them. 

Prince Alexander left the Wurtemlerg division to 
hold the passes of the Vogels Berg towards Gie&jmi. 
ITie Bavarians, after tlfe action of Wiesenthal, drew back 
add took up a position in the neighbourhood of Kissingen, 
on the Franconian Saalc. 

Genend Falckcnsteiu, on the 7th, united his whole 
army at Fulda. lie had the choice of attacking 
either of his scpjirated enemies. I’o pumne tlu; eighth 
Federal coiiks by Giessen would probably allow it to 
unite with the Bavarians by moving u}) the Maine. Tt* 
advance directly upon Frankfort with the Bavarians oi» 
the Saale in his Hank and rear, and with the defiles of 
Gelnhauscn, occupied by the eighth corps, in his front, 
would be extremely hazardous. 

Prince Charles was also considered the more formidable 
antagonist, and the one upon whom it wius the more 
necessary to inflict a heavy blow. 

On the 8th July General Falckenstein commenced his 
march from Fulda. He did not turn towards Gelnhauscn, 
as was expected in the Bavarian camp, but moved against 
the position of Prince Charles. On the 9th the Pru-ssian 
army reached Briickenau, and orders were given for a 
flank march to the left, over the Hohe Bhou, against 
the Bavarians on the Saalc. .Beyer’s division moved as 
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the right wing along the toad to Hammelbiug ; Goeben 
advanced in the centre towaxds Kiimin| i|pi; and Man- 
.teuffel on the left npon WdidaschacL ^ tilpnni^ 
of the 10th at nine o^clock, Beyei^a division, which 
had received very doubtful intelligence of the preaence 
of the Bavarians in 'Hammelbuig, began its march 
towards that town. About eleven the head of the ad- 
vanced guard fell in with the fii-st patrols of the enemy’s 
cavalry in front of Unter Erthal, a small village on the 
road from Brilbkcnau, about two miles south of Ham- 
melburg. These retired on the Prussian advance, but 
unmasked a rifled battery, jwsted beyond the houses. A 
l*ru.s.sian field-battery quickly unlimbered and came into 
action. Under cover of its fire an infantry regiment 
made a diush at the bridge by which the road from 
Briiekenau crosses the Thulba stream. The bridge w-as 
not seriously defended, and after a short cannonade the 
Bavarians drew back to Hammelburg. At mid-day three 
Prussian batteries topped the Hobels Berg, and after a 
few rounds from the guns the infantry rushed dowm with 
loud cheers to cany' the houses* This was, however, not 
an easy task. The Bavarian General Zoller held the 
town with something over three thousand men ; he 
determined to bar the passage of the Saale. The odds 
were too unequal. The Prussians numbered about fifteen 
thousand men. Yet the Bavarians clung with a high 
courage to the houses, and opened a biting fire of small 
arms on. the assailants. Their artillery, too, supported 
well the infantry defence. 

Two Prussian infantry regiments threw out skir- 
mishers, and attempted to put down the fire of the 
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Bavarian riflemen. But these were protected by the 
cover of the houses; and the defenders' artillery from 
the hill of Saalch splintered its shells among the ranks 
of the Prussian sharpshooters. The fight did not gain 
ground for about an hour. After that interval two 
more Prussian regiments and two additional batteries 
came into play. Heavily the Prussian pieces threw 
their metal upon the Bavarian guns at Sjialch. The 
fire of the latter gi'ew weaker and weaker. They were 
rapklly being silenced by superior force.^ Some httuses, 
kindled by the Prussian shells, at the same time caught 
fire, and the town began to burn fiercely in three places. 
Still the Bavarians clung to the bridge, and* stood their 
ground, careless equally of the flann's an<l of the heavy 
camionade. Beyer sent forward his Jiigers to storm the 
place. No longer could the defenders endure the sussault. 
The cjuick bullets of the needle-gun rained in showers 
among the burning buildings, scattering fire and death 
among the garrison. The defence had to be abandoned ; 
and the Bavarians, pursued by salvos of artillery, drew 
oft’ to the south-east, and the Prussians gained tin; 
passage of the Saale at Hammelburg. 

On the sjime day as General Beyer fought the 
action of Hammelburg on the right, Falckenstein’s 
central column was heavily engaged with the main 
body of the Bavarians at the celebrated bathing-place 
of ^jaaingen. On tbe 5tb July eighty Bavarian 
troopers, fty’ing from Hilnfcld, passed in hot haste 
throng the town. The visitors and the inhabitants 
were much alarmed, hut the Burgomaster quieted them 
hy a promise that he would give twenty-four hours’ warn- 
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iug if the place was in danger of being attacked by the 
Prussians. This assurance had more weight, because 
even on the 8th July Bavarian staff-officers sauntered 
about the Kurgarten as quietly as if in a time of the 
most profound peace. Some of the troops which had 
been quartered in Kissingen and its neighbourhood were 
on the 9th sent to Hammelburg. All appeared still, and 
yet the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages were 
already flying from their homes to avoid the Prussians. 
The Bavarian intelligence department does not appear to 
have been well managed. By mid-day on the 9th it was 
too late for the Burgomaster to give his warning that the 
Pru-ssians were ah’cady near. The Bavarians concen- 
trated about twenty thou.sand men, and took up their 
position. The visitors and inhabitants could not now 
retire, and had to remain to be the involuntary witnesses 
of an action. Those who lived in the Hotel Sauner, 
which lies on the right bank of the Saale, were allowed 
to move into the less exposed part of the town. None 
were permitted to quit the place for fear of their convey- 
ing intelligence of the Bavarian dispositions to the enemy. 
The wooden bridge over the Saale, as well as the two iron 
ones, were destroyed, but of one iron one in front of the 
Alton Berg the supports were left. It was through the 
assistance of these that the Prussians gained the first 
passage of the river ; for they knew the localities well, as 
many of their staff-ofScers had Aequently visited the 
fashionable watering-place of Kissingen. The stone bridge 
was barricaded hastily as well as possible, and its approach 
protected by two 12-pounder guns. Five battalions, • 
with twelve guns, held the town itself. The Bavarians 
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hml chosen a very stixin*? [tosition ; they hcM the luMiHf S 
next to the bridge as well as the bjiuk of the Siude 
beyond the bridge. Their artilleiy was postefl on the 
Stadt Berg, but not on tlie important Finster Berg. A 
batterj on %he latter hill would ^ve prevented the 
Prussians from gaining the passage of the river from tho 
Alten Beig. Behind tlie village of liauasen guns were 
also in position. All the bridges outside of Kissiiigen 
were destroyed, and all jwmts favourable for defence 
occupietl by infantry. Geneml Zoller commanded the 
Bavarians. 

On the 10th July, at early morning, Pru.s.sian hus.s.irs 
ap|K*ared. Columns were .H«x»n afterwards d»-s« ii( tl on 
the road.s towanls Klausliof and (Jaritz on tln^ wtst of 
Kissingen ; ami a hattory came into ]H)sition on a liill 
lK'twt*en Oaritz and the river. At half-past sevt ii in 
the morning, the bavarian guns near Winkels .ami the 
two 12-jM)undei-8 at the bridge ojx'ucd on tlie leading 
Prussian columns, which coiwislcd of General Kummer’s 
brigade. Kummer’s artillery rc}»lied, and in a short 
time the rattle of musketry’, mingling with the heavier 
booming of the guns, told that he was sharply engaged. 

The main Ixxly of Goeben’s division had in the mean 
time reached Bchlimhoff. Here it received orders to 
detach three battalions by Poppenroth and Klaushof, 
who were to attack Fricdcricshall under the command 
of Colonel Goltz. When General Wrangcl’s brigade aj)- 
proached Kis.singen, it received orders to advance on the 
right wing of Kummer’s brigade, to seize the Alton Berg, 
and if possible, by extending to its right, to outflank the 
Bavarian jrosition. A sejuadron was sent at the same 
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liitK t<> n^connoitre the ground beyond Garitz. A bat- 
talion witH despatched as an advanced guard against the 
Aheii Ihii'g; and a Imttery of artillery came into action 
on the northern spur of that hill. The Alien Berg was 
ijuickly cleared of Bavarian riflemen tlie Pnisrian 
isgers. A company under Captsiin Yon BQMebe was tben 
sent agiunst tibe bridge on the sontii of Kiasingen, whieh 
tlic Bavarians had partially destroyed, but where 
piers had been left standing. Tables, forms, and timber 
were seized from some neighbouring houses, and with 
secrecy and rapidity the broken bridge was so far 
restored that before mid-day men could cross it in single 
file. Von Basche led his company over the stream, and 
then directed his men agsiiust a road on the further side, 
from the cover of which Jthe enemy s marksmen annoyed 
them (considerably. This comjxuiy was followed by a 
S(*cond, and as (piickly as po.s.sible a whole battolion was 
thrown aewss the stmim. The Ixjttalion gained the wcxxl 
on the south-ea.st of Ki.ssiugen ; here a column was 
formed, and under cover of many skiimishers advanced 
against the town. Moi-e men were pushed across the 
repaiivd bridge, and s^xtu two and a half Prussian Ixit- 
talions were engaged in a street fight among the houses. 
'I'lu! remaining portion of Wningel’s brigjule was at this 
time diivcted in support of Kummer against the prin- 
cipal bridge. Infantry and artillery fire caused the 
Prussians severe losses, but tliey pushed on towards the 
barricade. Their aitilleiy outnumbeivd tliat of the 
defending force, and, protected by it, the Ixittalions 
carried the bridge. 

The army of Bavtuia boasted to have had at that 
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time a huiuh-ed and twenty-six cannon. Of these only 
twelve came into action at Kis-singim, five at Hamniel- 
burg. The rest were uselessly scattered along the bunk 
of the Saidc, between these two places. 

Tlie jjaasage of the stream by the Prus.sians decideil 
the action. They secured the Finster Berg and the 
Bodenlaulie, with the old castle of that name, atid 
pushed forwarfi with loinl cheers into tlie heart of 
the town. Hen' the Bavarian light infantry fought 
hard, and, suffering heavy sacrifices theimselves, inflicted 
grievous lo&s on the Prussians. The Kurgarti*n, hehl by 
three hundred riflemen, was stormed three times by 
Wrangel’s men without siu‘ees.s. It was carried on tlui 
fourth assault. A young lieutenant, who commanded 
the Bavarian.s, with the whole of his men, refiKstnl <juar- 
ter, and di« d in the pla<’e they had held so well. At a 
little after tlm^e tin? whole town was carried. 

Tlie Bavarians did not yet renounce the combat. The 
corps whurh n tn-ated from Kkningim took u[> a [Mmition 
on the hill ea.st of the t«»wn, anti renewed the battle. 
Wrangels brigade received orders to <'lear the hills .south 
of the road which leads to Nudlingen, of the enemy. 
This was to Imj cffcs;tcd by the fu.silier IwitUdion ami the. 
s<.?cond kittalion of the yiith regiment. The first bat- 
talion of the same rcgim<.*nt cleared the way, and, 
extended m skirmisln'rs, advance<l along the road. The 
other troops followed in reserve. Tlie Bavarians had 
taken up a position on both sides of the road, ami greeted 
the Pimsians with an artillery fire from the Sinn Berg. 
They fought well, and not till seven o'cloitk <lid Wnuigel 
meupy Winkels. The Bavarians were 8Upj)OH<*d to lx- 
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retiring, and Wmngel’s troops were about to bivouac, 
when a rejiort came in from the IDth, which had 
acquired the uut])osts, that the Bavarians were advancing 
in force. Two battalions of the 55th, a 12-pounder 
battery, and a squadron of hussars, were immediately 
sent to reinforce the outlying troops, while two companies 
of the 55th were sent into the hills on the right to 
menace the left flank of the enemy’s advance. The 
battery and squadron advanced at a trot. General 
Wningel in jHjrson went to the outjwsts, and was receiv- 
ing the reports from the commanding officer of the 19th, 
when some rifle bullets came from the southern hill into 
the clo.sed columns of the regiment. The Bavarians, 
under Priiw^e Charles him.self, had come down with 
nine fresh battalions of their first division. They had 
seized the hills which lie on the north of the road, and 
were pressing rapidly forwsird under the cover of their 
artillery. The Prussian cavaliy* and battery, as well as 
the 1 9th regiment, were pushed back. The 55th, coming 
u]), threw themselves into a hollow road, and, under the 
protection of their fire, the retreat was for a time checked. 
Prince Charles uiged on, however, siq>erior forces, and 
those, to<i, had to i-etire. 

The Prussians now took up a position on the heights 
south-east of Winkels, where two batteries came into 
play. The retreating battalions halted here, and the 
fight stood still. One battalion of the 19th regiment 
and two companies of the soldiers of Lippe were sent 
by Wrangel into the hills on the north of the road, 
while the second battalion of the 56th was pushed up 
there on its southern side. As soon as these flanking 
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hail ‘•aiiu'tl tiu'ir positions, the wholt* l>ri}j;ailo 
julvanoecl in tloul)KM]uick tinio, with drums lH*atiuj'. 
The charge succoe<loil, though the loss wa.-^ great. 'I’he 
Iktvarinns were driven btick. The Pruasi.ins regained 
their former position, and Prince Charles reliiuiuishetl 
his attack. 

The Prosaian left column, which was formed by Man- 
teuffel’s division, on the 10th July also secured the 
passage at Waldaschach, about five miles above Kissingen, 
and *at Haussen. At neither place did the Ikvarians 
make any obstinate stand. 

The Bavarians appear to have Ix'cn 8urj>rifkHl on the 

Saale. The Prussian niartdi, pn-viou.s to the battle of 

Kissingen, Wiis so nipid that they did imt exj>cct an 

attack till the following day. In c«)n.sc«iucncf, their 

whole force was not con(;**ntral<‘<l on tin* river. The 

troojxs which held Ki.ssingcn and Hainmclburg were un- 

supfHjrted, while tho.Hc which should have acted a.s their 

res«,'rvv.s wcr»j tiM» far distant to Im* of any service. Tlie 

latter, on the other haml, arrivt.sl .so late tliat their <!om- 

nwlos had alnjudy Ixeii defeated, and tluiy them.sclve.s, 

instead of acting as reinforcements, met with oidy a 

similar fate to those first engaged. The Bavarian .staff 

were unprepared. They had no maps of the country, 

except one which the chief of the staff. General Von <k‘r 
* 

Tann, borrowed from a native of one of the small towns 
near the field. 



CHAPTER III. 


THE ACTIONS ON THE MAINB. 

When Prince Alexander of Hesse turned to retrelt on 
the 5th July, he might still, by a rapid maicli along the 
road which leads from Lauterbach to Briickenau, have 
made an attempt to unite .with the Bavarians before they 
were attacked at Kissingen by the Prussians. This course 
lu^ appears, however, to have considered too hazardous. 
He retired to Frankfort, and on the 9th July concen- 
trated his trmips round that town. His first division 
was at Fiankfort ; tht; .second in some villages north of 
th(‘ town, on the river Nidda ; the third division at 
Bergen, and the fourth at Bockenbeim. The reserve 
cavalry was towards Friedberg ; the reser\'e artillery 
acro.ss the river, in Offenlnich. The two Ijaiiks of the 
Maiiit? were eonnecteil by a bridge, which leatls from 
Frankfort to Ofifenbach. 

Frequent alanus made it evident how little steadfast 
confidence j)ervaded the Federal corps of Prmcc Alex- 
ander. The news of the victory won by the Prussians 
.at Kdniggriitz was widely circulated through the ranks 
by the Frankfort journals. Every moment repoiis were 
rife that Prussian columns were advancing towards 
Frankfort from Wetzlar, or Giessen ; and once an oflScer, 
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by spmuliag tla* ularni, wuiml a whole ilivisioii t«i low 
its night’s n*st, ami to take \ip a position in oinler ol 
Imttle. 

At this time the eighth Fcclenil corps was not pnieii- 
caUy fit to take the field. Such confusion reigned in the 
fortress of Mainz, that whole regiments marched into the 
town and took np quarters on their own account, without 
my report being made to the omnmandant Newly 
appointed officers, surgeons, and hospital assistants, had 
to 8ee\ for their regiments without being able to obtain 
accurate inteUigence of their whereabouts from any one. 
No firm union existed between the different divi.'iion.s of 
the eighth corps. The corps had not Wen concent nit*-*! 
for twenty-four years, and the <livision.s were totally 
different in uniform, administnition, and organixation. 
The hiKssiirs of Hesst‘-(Wsel w<'re drcsml and acfoutn-d 
so similarly to Pni.ssian cavalry, that the Au-strians futHl 
,uj>on them at A.s/ haffcnhurg, The small ann.s were of 
different Cidibre.9. The four field l»atterie.s of the thin! 
division were csjuij)|M.'d on four difl’en-nt system.s. 

'Hie day after the victory of Kissingen, (Jenersd 
Fidekenstein could turn his attention again.st this hete- 
rogeneous ma.s8 without fear of any a.ssault on his rear 
by the Bavarians. The latter retired in such haste, after 
the battle of Kissingen, towards the Maine, that Man- 
teuffel’s division, which was sent in pursuit, could not 
feel them. On the 11th July, General Falckenstcia 
ordered Beyer’s division to march by way of Hanimcl- 
burg and Gclnhausen on Hanau. This it accomplished, 
without, as was anticipated, falling in with the WUrtem- 
berg division at Gelnhauscn. The latter only held this 
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place till the 14th July, and then retired in great haste, 
without throwing any obstacle in the way of the ad- 
vancing Prussians, either by breaking the bridges, or 
by any other means. The division of General Goeben 
w'a.s directed at the same time through the defile of the 
Spessart upon Aschaffenburg. Here the passes were not 
held nor barricaded. Notwitibstandiog tiie piesanoe in 
this district of luge numbers of finest^ bo aba^ oir 
entanglements were placed across the road. Kbioe ^ 
the almost unassailable heights were occupied, either 
to prevent the direct progress of the Prussians, or to 
threaten their line of march in flank. The railway which 
was still ser\'iceable was not used to convey the small 
number of riflemen and guns, which at Gemiinden, as at 
many other points, woidd have thrown great difficulty in 
Goeben’s way. Manteufiers division followed Goeben’s, 
and scoured the country iu the diivctiou of Wurzburg. 

Between Gemiinden and Aschaffenburg, the river Maine 
make.s a deep lx*n«l to the soutli. Into the bow thus 
formed, tlic mountainous region of the Sj^essart protrudes, 
tlirough which the road and railway lead directly west- 
ward from Gemiinden to the latter town. On the 13th 
July, the leading brigade of Goeben’s division, that of 
Wrangcl, was approaching Hayn, when a i-ejwrt came in 
from tlie squadron of hussais, which was clearing the 
way, that some of the enemy’s cavalry and infimtry were 
lulvancing towanls that place from Laufaeh, a station on 
the railroad nearer to Frankfort than Hayn. It was 
soon discovered that these were troops of Hessc-Darm- 
stadt. Tlie fusilier battalion of the 55 th regiment was 
pushed forward to gain the top of the defile, up w'hich 
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the brigade was then moving. It advanced in columns 
of companies and, without difficulty, pushed back two 
hostile battalions which it encountered. The village of 
Laufach was taken, and the railway station occupied, 
while three battalions and a squadron were sent forward 
to seize a cutting l)eyond the station, and to relievo the 
fusiliers. The relief hatl not been fully carried out when 
the enemy, with eight or nine battalions and two 
batteries, assumed the offensive. The assailants mustered 
about eight thousand men. The Iwttulion of the .Ofith 
threw itself into a churchyartl surrounded by walls, 
and placed itself on the defensive. The village of 
Frohnhofen in front was occuj)ied by three companies, 
supported by 8i.x companies posted on the hills on the 
right, and seven on those on the left of the railway. The 
remaining troops of the brigade took up a position in 
front of the station, as a reserve. The enemy attacked 
all points ; .so that, by degrees, nine companies had to 1)C 
.sent up to Frohnhofen. The most severe attack was 
made on the right wing. General Wrangel was obliged 
to send his two remaining battalions and a Uittcry to 
this point. All his available troops were now engaged, 
and the fight for some time w'as very even. At last, 
however, all the assaults of the Hc.s8ians were repulsed, 
and a counter attack made by three Ixittalions and 
a squadron supported by the fire of a 12-pounder 
Ijattery had great success. The Hessians drew off from 
all points towards Aschaffenburg, and left more than one 
hundred prisoners, as well as the greater portion of five 
hundred killed and wounded, in the hands of the victors. 
The latter also captured the majority of the knapsacks of 
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their assailants, who had taken them off at the banning 
of the action, and on retreating left them lying on the 
ground. The advantage of the needle>gunm a defensive 
position, was well demonstrated at Lanfach. Whole 
ranks of corpses of its enemies lay in front of the po8i> 
tion, and until early morning wounded men were found. 
On the Prussian side the loss was very small, in all 
hardly twenty men, and one oflScer. 

The Commander-in-chief of the eighth corps was this 
(lay imcertain whether he should defend Frankfort His 
troops were in scattered positions, and instead of a large 
concentrated mass of troops, only small detachments 
were pushed out to meet the enemy. The division sent 
in haste to Frohnhdfen, only brought one of its four field 
batteries into action, and used only one or two squadrons 
of its whole cavalry to attack the Prussians. The two 
brigades of infantry came in haste without rations, 
and after one another under fire. There was no Com- 
mander-in-chief, the leader of each brigade acted for him- 
self, and led his troops by the most direct road against 
the enemy with great valour, but with little judgment. 
The blame for all these errors is apparently due to 
General Von Perglas, the commander of the Darmstadt 
division, who allowed his troops to advance in closed 
masses unprotected by artillery against a wood in 
which the Prussians, well covered, had firmly planted 
themselvea The advantages of ground, disposition, and 
loading were all on the side of the Prussians, who gained 
their success, although very weary firom a long march, 
without any exertions worthy of mention. They had 
quickly, but so skilfully availed themselves of each local 
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and cover for tKe defence of their line by 
intantiy and artillery fixe, that aU the reckless bravery of 
the Hecfiians had no other result than to inflict U[)on 
tiiemselves very severe losses. Among these wen* a 
r^imental commander, a major of the staff, and thirty 
killed or wounded comj>any oflicers. After the action of 
the 13th Julj’, Wrangel’s brigade bivouacked at Laufach, 
with a strong advanced |>ost of tliree battalions round 
FVohnhofen. 

On the 14th, at seven in the morning, the further 
march on Aschaffeirburg wa.s to commence. The care of 
the enemy’s wounded on the pi-evious day, the collection 
of scattered arms, and waiting for the return of the 
patrols which had been sent out at dawn, delayed the 
start for half an hour. Tlie reports of the latter told 
that the enemv was retreating from Ilcwbach. A 
squadron of hussars was sent forward to occupy that 
village. The infantry of Wrangel’s brigade followed 
nlong the main road with flankers pushed out far on the 
right and left. On the hill of Wcihcrliofen, Wrangcls 
brigade fell in with that of General Kummer, which had 
moved by a route on the south of the railway, A rcj)ort 
soon was brought in that the enemy \vas advancing strtuig 
detachments from Hoshach. Colonel Von dcr Goltz, the 
commander of the vanguard, w'jis immediately ordered 
to take up a position on the heights south of the main 
road, under cover of w’hich the brigade formed for battle 
in the valley. General Kummer was ordered w ith his 
brigade to move along the railway towards Aschafleuburg. 
General Goeben was in command of the two united 
brigades. The advance guard had hardly formed W'hen 
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A further reporl announced that the enemy was drawing 
hack. General Gochen then ordered a general advance. 
Iff moved Wrangel’s brigade along the road, KununeriB 
on the railway embankment ; at the same time he drew«a 
hussar and cuiraasier regiment from the reserve, and 
covered his right flank by moving them through the open 
fields on the south of the road. Hosbach was found un- 
occupied by the enemy, as was also Goldbach. On 
the further side of the latter village the infantry fire 
opened. The 15th and 55th Pmssian regiments pushed 
forward to the wooded bank of the Laufach stream. The 
Federal troops here consisted of the Austrian division 
under General Count Neipperg, formed of troops which 
had originally garrisoned Mainz, Bastad^ and f^ankfe^ 
Tliere were idso some of the Hosse-Dannstadt troops here. 
The infantry fire of the Federal soldiers caused the 
Prussians little loss ; but an Austrian battery, posted on 
a hill south of Aschofienbur^ and admirably served, 
annoyed them much. The Prussian artillery could find 
no favourable position from which to attack this battery 
with clear advantage, and the Austrian guns for some 
time had the best of the action. At last three battalions 
of the 15th Prussian regiment were pushed along the 
stream nearer to the village of Daurm, and made them- 
.selves masters of a hill on which stood a tower surrounded 
by a wall. Protected by this, the infantry succeeded by 
its musketry fire in forcing the enemy’s artilleiy to retire. 
The advance of some Federal cavalry was also stopped 
by the same means before the squadrons could attack. 
As soon as the Austrian battery drew back, a general 
advance w'os made against Aschaffenbuig, which is sur- 
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rounded vidi a high wall that olSered the Austrians cover 
and a convenient opportunity for defence. The Prus- 
sian arrilleiy coming into action on the top of a hill 
aeon showed itself superior to that of the Austrians. 
Alter long firing in the environs of the town, and the 
gardens which lay in front of the walls, the Prussians 
advanced to storm, and although they were retjoived with 
repeated salvos, forced their enemy out of his strong 
position \rithout suffering ver}' severe loss. At the rail- 
way station there vras a sharp combat, but at no other 
point was the resistance very dotennined. The town of 
Aschaffenburg has only t wo gates. I n consequence, jus 1 1 u- 
rctreatmg Au^ians were hurrying towards the bridge 
overtlic Maine a block occurred. The Prussians pushing 
forw'ard, entered the city wdth the reannost ranks of tiu 
enemy, and made two thousand prisoners. These were 
for the most part Italians, who defended thcniselvcs 
without much energy. General Goeben occiqaed tlu 
bridgs by which the railw’ay to Dimnstadt crosses tin 
Maine, with three batudions, tw’o squadrons, and a 
battciy'. Thc.se pushed reconnaissances towards Frank- 
fort The rest of his troops he cantonned in the town 
of Aschaffenburg. 

The losses of the Prussians in the capture of the town 
were not severe. Those of the Federal troojts were 
considerable ; os there w'cre many killed and woundc<l, 
besides the large number of prisoners. A large quantity 
of material of war fell also into the hands of the con- 
querors. A regiment of hussars of Hcssc-Cossel, which 
Prince Alexander had attached to his Austrian division, 
lost five officers and one hundred and eight non-commis- 
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sioncd officers and men, in its attempt to cover the retreat 
of the infantry through the streets. 

While General Goeben advanced towards Aschiffien- 
burg, and gained there the pasture of the Maine, Genei^l 
Beyer’s division pushed towards Frankfort^ by way of 
Gelnhausen. The easily defensible passage of the Kinzig, 
near this town, was found unoecupied by the Federal 
troops, and on the 17th, Beyer reached the neighbourhood 
of Hanau without ever having seen an enemy. 

During the action of Aschaffenburg, Prince Alexander, 
instead of supjwrting his Austrian division, which was 
engaged there, remained with the mass of his troop 
inactive at Seiligenstadt. Yet he could by ^^gorou< 
action have Ijeen much suprior in numbers to Goeben 
at the former town, have saved the passage of the river, 
and i)erhap8 pushing GoeJjen and Manteuifel backwjirds, 
by bearing on their right, have urged them into the bend 
of the Maine, and severed them from Beyer and their 
lino of eonunuuieation with the north. This page of the 
history of the campai^i of the leader of the Federal 
corps is but a reptitiou of die perpetual tale of oppor- 
tunities lost and advantages neglectetl. The advantagi* 
of positions was always on the side of the Federal corps, 
yet these advantages were sacrificeil, always with loss ti» 
the Federal side, to which the casualties in the Prussian 
ranks by no means correspnded. The lives of soldiei's 
were to all appearance trifled away and wasted, by 
strategical ignonince and al^uce of energy on the part 
of their leader. 

The immediate result of the victorious advsgice of the 
l*russian anny of the Maine was the evacuation • of 
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the line of the Mamoi by the eighth Federal 
ebcpO, end ihi ooeepatioii by Ihe Pnatupaa Ou the 16th 
Jofy; Qeaenl Falckuistem entered tihe town at the bead 
c| Goeb^’e divicdou, and was able to report to the King 
that all the lands north of the Maine were in Prussian 
possession. General Falckenstcin ha<l within fourteen 
days defeated two armies^ of which each was as strong as 
his own, in two great, and several minor actions ; and, in 
a country by no means very advantageous for the cifeu- 
sive, had mauoeuvn'd so as to scjiarate his t wo advei-sjiries, 
who on the 3th July weiv within thirty miles of each 
other, by a distance of sixty miles. 

The following is a sutiimuiy of the o[K*rationH north <»f 
the Maine : — 

Bamriaiis . — From the 15th to 25th June, Iiaited near 
Sehweinfurt. In the meantime the Hanoverians were 
surrounded, and obliged to capitulate. 

On the 25th June they made various movements, 
with the object of effecting a junction with the eighth 
Federal corps. 

On the 12th July they again returned to Sidnvcin- 
furt, after having l>eeu pushed away from their allies 
by Falckensteiu, at Wiesenflial and Kissingen. 

The Eighth Fedeml Corps. — From the 15th June to the 
12th July occupied stmtcgical positions round Frankfort. 

On the 5th July it made a partial ftiarch on Fulda. 
Some of its cavalry fell in with some Prussian patrols, 
and it retreated rapidly to the Maine. 

On the 13th and 14th July, the actions of Laufach 
and Aschaffenburg were fought, while Prince Alexander 
lay at Seiligenstadt 
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On the 14th 
^vards, <m 
On the 
facb, not ; 

residuary i 

tired from the ancient city on ^ Mdini^ I'httn Hf M 
the rulers of the Holy Roman Empire were deeted mi 
cro\i'ncd. Their business bad, since the outbreak of 
hostilities, been chiefly confined to makini^ protests 
iigainst Pinssia. The days when the Confederation could 
enforce its decrees were, however, past, and the Diet Inuf 
found a very different patient of Federal execution from 
the Dane. Its protests were now all spent shot. A few 
of the deputies, however, still held together, and styled 
themselves, in diplomatic language, the Diet and Con- 
federation of Germany. 

These, on the I3th July, quitted Frankfort with the 

documents from the Archives of the Bund, and journeyed 

to Augsburg, where the black, red and gold flag of the 

Germanic Confederation was hoisted over the inn of the 

» 

sign of the Three 3iIooi*s. 

The liist Bavarian battalion left Fi-ankfort on the 1 4th, 
and the head-quiirters of the eighth Fcdend coips were 
established that night at Dieburg, a station on the rail- 
way between Aschaffenburg and Darmstadt 

On the 15th, Prince Alexander drew near to the south, 
and concentrated his corps on the Odenwald. This day 
his light cavalry ojHjned communications with Prince 
t 'harlcs’s corjw at Wttrzburg, by the left bank of the 
Maine, and the road through Moltenberg jmd Werbek. 

On the 15th, the Senate of Frankfort published a pro- 
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damatiou to the iuhabitants, iu which it was aiuiouiiccd 
that the Diet which usually held its sittings in the free 
city, had temporarily ^vithdrawn ; that the city would 
act as an open town, and that there appeared to be no 
danger of any injury to the lives or property of luiy of 
the inhabitants. The construction of earthworks, whieli 
had been commenced by the Federal troops, was aban- 
doned, and all was prepared for the advent of the 
Prussian conquerors. At Darmstadt the Russian flag 
was hoisted on the palace of the Grand Duke of Hesse- 
-Darmstadt, who in i»erson starte<l for Muuieh. 

Wrangel’s brigiide, after the capture of Aschjiflcuburg, 
was pushed forward by forced marches to Ilauau. AWut 
five o’clock on the evening of the 16th July, the first 
Prussians anived near Frankfort, brought in a train from 
Aschaffenburg. Tliey got out of tlie carriages a short 
distance from the city gatc.s, and took up a position on 
the Hauau road. This advance<l guartl consisted of a 
regiment of cuirassiers and a regiment of hussars. At 
seven a patrol of the hussars, Jed by an offic er, halted 
before the city gate. In another quarter of an hour the 
head of the vanguard, corusisting of one sc^uadron of 
cuirassiers imd the remaining hu.s.sar8, i)ii.siKrd in. The 
jiopuhice were for the most part sullenly silent. A few 
insulting cries to Ihe Prussians were occasionally heard 
from some of the win«low8, but the soldiers took no 
notice of them. In a few' minutes the Generals Vogel 
von Falckeustein, Goeben, Wrangcl, and Tresekaw, .sur- 
rounded by the officers of the staff, rode in at the head 
of the main body. The bands of the regiments played 
Prussian national airs. Before ten o’clock the whole line 
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of march had entered. The telegraph aad poatixSeea 
were occupied. The railway station was garrisoned, and 
guards established over all the principal buildings. The 
free town of Frankfort was virtually annezed to the 
Prussian monarchy. 

On the 17th July, the remainder of Falckcnstein’s 
troops entered the town, and some troops were pushed 
forw'ords south of the city, w'ho captured a Hessian bridge 
train. 

General Vogel von Falckeustciu established his head- 
quartei's in Frankfort, and published a proclamation in 
which he announced that he had assumed temporarily 
the guvernment of the duchy of Nassau, the town and 
temtory of Frankfort, and the portions of Bavaria and 
Hesse-Darmstadt, which his troojts had occupied. The 
civil functionaries of these districts were retained in 
their posts, but >verc directed to receive no order except 
from the Prussian Commander-in-chief. Several of the 
Frankfort papers which had always been distinguished 
for strong anti-Prussian feeling weiv suppn^sed. The 
eleven armed unions* vehich had existed in the city, 
were abolished ; and the functions of the senate and 
college of burghers established by a general order. Six 
millions of gulden * were demanded fix>m the town as a 
war contribution, and after much grumbling paid by the 
citizens. When, afterwards,, on the 20th July, a second 
additional contribution of twenty millions of gulden* 
was demanded, an universal cry of indignation tuid 
horror was raised. In the meantime, General Von 
Boeder had been appointed Governor of the town, to 
‘ Vmino. * r60(l,000. * £2,000,000. 
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wbom the Bui^miister R'juvsentod, on tin July, 
that the tovi'u had already furnished six millions of 
golden, and about two miUious of rations, and rc(|uu8tcd 
la ajvpedi against the subsequent contribution to the 
Kiiig of !Pfus^ ' much did this misfortune of Ms 
city weigh on the fiuigomaster that the same night ho 
committed suicide. The town sent a deputation to 
Berlin which treated so effectually, and was so power- 
fully supported by the opinions of the foreign press, 
that the contribution >vas not insisted ujion by the King. 
Frankfort shortly afterwartls was united definitely to 
Prussia, when the first contribution of six millions was 
not actuallv returned to the citizens, but wjis retained 
hy the Ciuvorniuent to l>e oxpontleil in puhlic works for 
the lunefit of the eity 

(ieneral Fah keirstein, at Frankfort, issued tin* following 
general order to his troops : — 

“Soldiers or the Army or the Maine I — On the 14th of this 
niunUi, at Aschatreiibur^, we have fultUled the second {nation of our 
tasiL On that day the right l>aiik of the Maine, an far as our ariud 
reached, was cleared of the enemy. Ilefore wo advance to new deeds, 
it behoves me to express to you all my recognition of the manner in 
which you have made the numerous exertions necessary for our success. 
Yet it is not tliat alone which I have to prabo. It b your valour, and 
the energy with >vhich,^ six great and several smaller actions, you 
have hurled yourselves upon the enemy, knitted victory to your 
Imnners, and made thousands of your adversaries {irisoners. You 
defeated the I^variaus in two brilliant engagements at Wiesenthal, 
and Zella on the 4th of thb month, crossed the Ithda mountains in 
onler again to spring upon the Bavarian Army at the four different 
points of llammelburj^ Kbsingen, Hausen, and Waldoscliach : every* 
where you were victorious. So soon as the third day after the bloody 
storming of Kbsingen, the same divbion had crossed to the Sjiossart 
to engage the eighth Federal oor{^ The victory of the thirteenth 
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division over the division of Dannstedt at Lanlach, and the capture of 
AschaiTenbuig from the united Federal and Austrian troops on the 
14th, were the earnings of its braveiyand its toils. On the 16th 
Frankfort was occnpira by it. 1 most express to this dhririon my 
espeoial thanks. Fortunate to be general^ at |be hriii of 4hf 
and so the first to oonw into eolMm with the alou^ 

as worthy this honourable post^ as did the intdB%^ ^ 
of its leader to take admtage <d his opportunitiesi 

“Head.Qi'xbtxiis, “ VOJI FALCK^NSTEIK, 

" Frenkfort, 14th July, 1860. CmmanAtr-in-tUtf of Ike J my 

o/ the 
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THI CAMPAIOX SOUTH OP THE MAINE. 

The day that General Von Falckenstein publislied hU 
* general order to the troops, the Army of the Maine lost 
its commander. Tlic difficult state of affaim in Bohemia, 
caused by the aniniiosities of political parties, which, 
till the Prussian invasion, had been kept down by the 
strong hand of the Austrian Government, had, on the 
removal of that pressure, sprung forth into full life. 
The importance of the communications of the main 
Prussian armies with the provinces of Saxony and 
Silesia, and were threatened by the three fortresses of 
Theresienstadt, Josephstadt, and Koniggriitz, led the 
King of Prussia to appoint General Falckenstein as 
military Governor-General of that province, 

Lieutenant-General Von Manteuffel assumed the com- 
mand of the Army of the Maine in Falckenstein’s place. 
The division which General Manteuffel had commanded 
was placed under General Flies. On the 18th July 
Wiesbaden was occupied by the Prussians ; and on the 
20th KummeFs brigade was pushed southwards as an 
advanced guard and entered Darmstadt, but the main 
body of the army halted at Frankfort until the 2l8t. 
While he waited at Frankfort Gendal Manteuffel re- 
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ceived reinforcements. These consisted of three bat- 
talions, three squadrons, and two batteries of Olden- 
burg, two battalions of Hamburg, one of Titibeck, one 
of Waldcck, which was detached to watch the fortress of 
Mainz, one of Bremen, one of Schwarzburg-Sonderhausen. 
Bcsi<lcs these contingents of the allies of Prussia, he 
also received five fourth battalions of Prussian troops, 
which remained as the garrison of Frankfort, the ninth 
Jager battalion, and three reserve regiments of Landwehr 
cavalr}%— in all fifteen battalions, twelve squadrons, and 
twelve guns, which mustered over twelve thousand con» 
l)atants. Of these, five thousand men were left to hold 
the line of the Maine at Frankfort, Hanau, and Aschaf- 
fenburg. The remainder raised the active army to a 
strength of sixty thousand combatants. 

At the same time a second reser\'e corps was formed 
at TiCipzig and placed under the command of the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. It consisted of the 
division of jMecklenburg-Schwerin, which numbered four 
battalions of infantry, one battalion of Jagers, four 
.squadrons, and two 6-pounder batteries, and of a com- 
bined Prussian division, which was placed luider the 
command of General Home, who had formerly com- 
manded the eighth division of the army of Prince 
Frederick Charles. Horae’s combined division consisted 
of the fourth regiment of the Prussian Guard, the fourth 
battalions of five regiments of the line, two battalions 
of Anhalt, two regiments of Landwehr cavalry, and 
eight lotteries. This second reserve corps mustered 
in sdl about twenty-three thousand combatants. It was 
intended to enter Bavaria by way of Hof, and eitber 
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to aet agsiiust the rear of the vnhte«l Bavarian aiul 
Fetleral corps, while engaged with Goncml Manteuffel, or 
to force the^Bavarian army to form front towanls the 
east, aii4 Prince Charles of Bavaria from acting 

in ecinoart with P^ee Alexander against Manteuffel. 

By &e 2l8t Jidy, the railway Frankfort to Cassel 
had been repaired by the railway detachment of the Army 
of the Maine, and was available throughout its whole 
length, not only for militar}’ transport, but also for 
private traffic. On that day, the main hotly of the 
Army of the Maine quittetl Frankfort, anti moved 
towards the south. Beyers division at the stnne time 
atlvanced frtnn Ifanuu by Aschaffenhurg to the south. 
The Biivunan.s hatl mtt oeeiipied the ro.ad frtnn Wuivihuig 
to the jiassage of the .Maine at IfelleufeltL 'I’ho eighili 
Feileral Corjw wa.s re|Kirtetl to he in retreat througli the 
Odeuwaltle, hy Hiiclust and Moltenl>erg. Further in- 
formation tt)ld that the Ikivarians were cmicentratetl, and 
in position near Wlir/.huig. It tlu;n ap|)earetl prohahh- 
that l»art of the eighth Federal eorp.s intended to hold 
the dofiIe.s of the Odeuwald, ami the line of the Neekar, 
while the remainder of its troops joined the Bavarians 
near the TuuIkt. To take advantage of two roads, in 
order to move quickly, and if po.ssihlo to press upon 
Prince Alexander lx*fore he was firmly linked with the 
Bavarians, and to shield his riglit flank against jmy 
detachments lurking in the Odenwald, General Man- 
teuffel moved Goeheu’s division by Darmstadt on Koni<>g, 
while Flies and Beyer pushed up the valley of the Maine 
by WurtK At the same time he scut a strong recon- 
naissance up tlie right bank of the river against 
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Hcidcufeld. Frankfort and Aschaffenburg were firmly 
occupied. 

On the 23rd July, the Army of the Maine occupied a 
po.sition near Moltenberg and Amorbach. Along its 
whole front it coidd finnly feel the Fed^mieotpe 

It \ra8 found that the enemy was in fon^ bn the 
and that his advanced posts were pushed over the river, 
as far as Hundheim. On the 24th two actions took 
place on the Tauj^r, an affluent of the Maine, which 
falls into the latter stream below Wertheim. General 
Manteufiel moved against the Tauber in three columns. 
On the left Flies’s division advanced on Wertheim. The 
two columns on the right were under General Goeben. 
C)f tlie.se, that on the left consi.sted of the Oldenburg 
brigade and the battalion of Bremen, which moved upon 
^^^•l•baeh against the division of Baden. That on the 
right, consisting of the remaining troops of Goebeu’s 
division, with Wrangel’s brigade in front, marched on 
Tauberbischofsheira. Beyer's division was moved on 
Dermbaeh as the reserve. At Tauberbischofsheim the 
Wurteinberg division, under General Hardcgg was posted, 
to hold the place it.self, and then issue from the vallev 
on the road towai’ds Wurzburg, in case of an attack by 
tlio Pru.s.sians. The artillery fire of the advanced guard 
brigade of Goeben’s divisions caused great loss among 
the defenders, and soon forced them to retii’e from the 
A’illage. Gencml Hardcgg withdrew his troops, but en- 
deavoured to hold the Prussians in the houses, and to 
prevent the advance of their batteries. By blowing u]> 
the bridge over the Tauber, he for a time pivvcntcd the 
progress of the Prussian artUleiy. After a hot combat, 
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lasted l^bree hoiiis, the WttrtembeigerB were re- 
]|e|^ % tilie divisioiii of the eighth Federal (wipe. 

The action increased in fury, but ultimately the Prus< 
mans gained the passage of the Tauber at Bisebofaheim, 
and poshed their outposts a short distance along the 
road to WUrzboig. 

The action at AVerbach aftorded the brigade eoni|K)scd 
of the Oldenbuigers and the battalion of JUvnu n, its fii’st 
opportunity to tli.splay its efficiency.^ A.s .soon as the 
Prussian advanced guaitl, which attacked Bischofsheiin, 
met with opp^wition, this brigade wa.H pu.shcd against 
AVerbach. Tlie enemy evacuated PIochhau.<cn, wliich lie.s 
on the left bank of the river, without firing a shot, but 
set himself stolitUy to opjK).se the passage of the stream 
at AVerbach. The attacking troop.s had marched for 
twelve hours on the 23d July, and on tlie 24th had been 
moving from five o’clock in the morning until two in the 
afternoon. ITiey found their opponents in a good po.si- 
tion, from which they themselves were exposed to a 
heavy cannonade. The Oldenburg artillery ojtened, and 
with such a good effect, that it soon got the fire of the 
opjiosite batteries under. These did not make good 
practice : the lo.ss they inflicted was most trivial. The 
infantry, which had been hidden behind some rising 
ground, and in a wood, then advanced to the attack 
of the village of AVerbach, threading their way through 
the intricate vineyards which clothed the slope down 
to the Tauber. After a short time spent in skirmishing, 
the Oldenburgcrs rushed to the assault, part forcing theii’ 
way over the barricades, part wading through the water 
of the stream, wliich rose breast high against them. 
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Their losses were hesvy^ bat tibeir xodi stuMsoMfol. 
Thef carried the bouses, and drdve ^ defenders ilSau 
through the village, and themselves covered by the 
houses, commenced a murderous fire on the retreating 
columns. The combat at Werbach not only secured to 
Geneml Mautcuffel the passage of the stream at that 
point, but had a more important result The division of 
Baden retreated so far after its faUuro here, that the posi- 
tion in which the Federal corps had determined to figh^ 
on the Taulx*r on the following day had to be evacuated. 

At AVertheim, General Flies forced back the Hessians, 
whom he found posted there, and secm’ed the passage of 
the Tauber at this point also. 

The commander of the eighth Federal corps, when he 
perceived that he could no longer hold the line of the 
Tauber, fell back to Gerscheim, a village half way 
between Tauberbischofsheim and WUi’zburg, and about 
seven miles from cither place. Here he determined, on 
some wooded heights, to await the Prussians. In the 
meantime the Bavarian army, following the road from 
AVurzburg to Aschaffenbui’g, closed towards the eighth 
corps, and taking post on the north at Helmstadt, and 
Utingen, formed with it a long line of battle, in- rear of 
which lay AVUrzburg and the Maine. 

General Mimteuffel was obliged to attack the allied 
corps in this position, although they were numericiilly 
much superior to him. He formed the intention of 
strengthening his right, and pivoting himself on AA’^er- 
theim, to act with vigour against the allied left. He 
hoped thus to push his adversaries off the road to 
AVurzburg, and to force them into die elbow which 
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the Maine forms nortih of that pkbe. There cut off 
from liieir communications, and with the river in their 
rear, they would have had almost no resource except 
that of capitulating. 

On the 25th, the Prussian Commander-in-chief drew 
forwanl Beyers division, which liad hitlici-to remained in 
reserve in rear of his loft wing, and placed it Ix'twcen 
thosi' of Goi'ben and Flies. The Army of the Maine now 
furnietl a line of Imttlo about ten miles long, but only 
t^oeben and Beyer were to attack on the 25th. Flic.s 
was to hold him.self at W’ertlieim as the pivot of tin; 
army. Goebeu was to attack the eighth Federal corj>s ; 
Beyer the Bavarians. Genend Kuinmer’s brigade, on tin* 
25th, marched as the advanced guard of Goeben’s divi- 
sion. When that ofticer had pa.s.sed a wood lying a short 
distance in front of Gerscheiin, he made out the enemy — 
Wurtemlx'rgei-s, Na.ssauers, and Austrians drawn up on 
the north of the road, in order of battle. Their 
superiority in artillery was very considerable ; they 
had eight batteries, six regiments of cavalry, and about 
.seventy thousiind infantry, while Kummer had only six 
battalions, four squadrons, and two batteries. AV'rangel's 
brigada had marched towards the right, in order to act 
against the enemy’s left flank. The Oldenburg brigade, 
with the reserve, were behind, but at so gi-eat a distance 
that their arrival on the ground could not be calculated ' 
upon for an hour. Nevertheless General Kummer deter- 
mined at once to attack. His two batteries came into 
position, some infantry occupied the wood beside him, 
the rest of the foot soldiers and the cavalry formed in* 
order of battle, and his artillery opened fire. The enemy 
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replied from forty pieces, and after a ^umonade whicli 
lasted three-quarters of an hour, compelled the P nnwiftn 
guns to retire. Prince Alexander of Erase immediately 
sent some infantry against the wood, but the Prussians 
held the trees firmly, and from the cover slaughtered 
their assailants with their quickly-loaded arm. At this 
time the Oldenburg brigade and the reserve came up, 
and Wrangel was seen advancing against the enemy’s 
left. The artillery fire of the allies told little on the 
Prussian troops, and caused but slight loss in proportion 
to the numl)er of guns engaged. Wrangel’s appearance 
on his left, and Rummer’s steady hold of the wood, made 
the enemy Ijcgin slowly to retire. The Oldenburg artil- 
lery joined to Rummer’s two batteries, fired heavily upon 
their slowly retreating columns. The allied batteries 
halting at every favourable s^wt, came into action, and it 
was not till nightfall that the cannonade ceased. By that 
time the Prussians had occupied and passed beyond Ger- 
scheim. On the same day, Beyer advanced against the 
Bavarians, who were in position near Helmstadt, by way 
of Bottingheim and Neubrunn. In front of Bottingheim 
he fell in with some cavalry patrols. At Neubrunn some 
infantry made its appearance. This was the advanced 
guard of the Bavarian main body, which was about to 
advance against Werbach. This infantry Beyer attacked 
sharply, and drove back towanls Hehnstadt. In rear of 
Neubninn the retirfng Bavarians were reinforced, and 
halted in a swelling plateau, much dotted over with plan- 
tations. The battle now Ix'gsin in earnest. The Prussian 
advanced guard moving towaitls Miidelhofen found an 
unoccupied plantation on the Bavarian left. Pivoted on 
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this it wheeled up to its left, and moved against Helm- 
atadt At the same time Beyer's main body moved 
straight upon that ^dllage. The Bavarians could not main- 
tain themselves in that place, but their artilleiy, which 
drew off towards Utingen, tofjk up a position Ixjyond 
Helmstadt, from which their guns rained a hot fire of 
shells upon the heads of the Prussian columns. The 
Prussian artillery, covered by numeroius skirmishers in 
the plantations, engaged the Ikivtirian guns. Al)out three 
hours after the Ix'ginning of the fight tlrc enemy's artilh r}' 
drew off to Utingen, and so left the road to Miidelhoh'n, 
the most direct route to WUrzburg open to layer’s left 
wiiiff. The Pnissiiui division then ma4le a concentrated 
attack against a wowl near Madelhohm, under cover of 
which hea\y masses of Bavarian infantiy were preparing 
for an attack towards Neulnnnn. At the same time, 
Beyer’s two regiments of <ravalry dashed against the 
Bavarian horse, which in front of the Avood were covering 
the formation. A severe hand to huinl combat took 
place. Tire Bavarian horsemen were finally, howener, 
overcome, and forced to quit the fi(*ld. While the cavalry 
were engaged, some of the Pnrs.sian infantiy pushed the 
Bavarian battalions back to Waldbrunn. The Avhole of 
Beyer's divi.sion then moved against the plantations near 
Madclhofen and AValdbrunn, but the enemy drew off so 
quickly that Beyer conclude<l the action had terminated, 
and ordered his troops to bivouac. * 

It was not so, however. Hardly had the Prussian 
regiments taken up their positions for the night, than an 
attack opened upon their left rear in the direction of 
Helmstjidt. part of the Bavarian army had, unper- 
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ceived, advanced in this direction from Utingen* and now 
opened a second action with a heavy cannonade. B^er 
quickly changed his front left back, forming a reserve of 
the two regiments which had previously been upon his 
right. His artillery, as soon as it had taken up its new 
position, opened fire against the line of Bavarian guns, 
which was continually pushing more and more in the 
direction of Neubrunn, in order to outflank the Prussian 
position. This fire, ho\fcver, did little towards silencing 
the Bavarian batteries. The Prussian reserve, which had 
a long distance to travel, was far firom the left wing. 
Every moment the attack of the enemy’s infantry might 
be expected. Matters seemed very critical. But the 
Bavarians did not attack. After a time his reserve 
reached Beyer’s left. He then ordered a general advance, 
which was 8ucce.ssful. Prince Charles of Bavaria was 
forced back to Roszbrunn, where he halted. General 
Beyer bivouacked near Helmstadt. Goeben’s division 
halted for the night on the road between Gerscheim and 
Wurzburg, with its outposts at Kist When Prince 
Charles’s attack against Beyer, near Helmstadt, was 
developed. General Flies moved forward from Wertheim 
to support Beyer. He did not arrive on the field before 
the termination of the battle, but he took a position for 
the night at Utingen, and patrolled towards Roszbrunn. 

This action cost the Prussians about three hundred and 
fifty officers and men, who wei’e placed hovs de conihat. 
The Bavarians lost seventeen officers and two hundred 
and tiiirty-ninc men killed and wounded, besides three 
hundred and sixty-three piisoners, who for the most part 
were wounded. 
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Frinco Alexander, on the evening of the 25th, with- 
drew his corps to Wurzburg, and took up a position 
under shelter of the fortress. Prince Cliarles apjwars to 
have receiveil no information of this retreat, for on tljc 
morning of the 26th, ho not only held his position at 
Roszbrunn, where his rear and his communication with 
WUrzburg were already threatened by Goeben, but he 
also advanced against Utingen to atta(‘k Flies. He must 
in so doing have believed that the eighth Federal cori>s 
still covered his left, and held the road from Taulx.T- 
bischofsheim to WUrzburg. 

As soon as the Bavarian attack on Flies was announced 
by their cannonade, Beyer detached some of his regiments 
to act agaiixst Prince Charles's flank. This attack, sup- 
ported vigorously by a simultaneous advance of Flics 
against his front, forced the Bavarian commander to 
retire ; not, however, W’ithout inflicting very severe in- 
jury on the Pnissians. 

Gocl^en, on the 2Gth, pushed his advance<l guard 
towartls Wurzburg, and soon discovered by his i)atrol3 
that Prince Charles, after leaving only a few light trof)[>s 
in front of the town, and a strong garrison in the houses 
on the left bank of the river, had drawn the mass of his 
troo^ across the Maine, and posted them in the town on 
the right bank, and in the citadel. 

On the 28th, the Bavarian and the eighth Federal 
corps concentrated, and took up a position at Rothuidorf, 
a village which lies in the angle of the Maine, fivt* miles 
cast of WUrzburg. General Mantcuflcl that day drew 
his whole army together in front of WUrzburg, with 
Goeben 's division in advance, so that Kummer’s brigade 
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was opposite Marienberg, Wrangers on its rights and the 
Oldenburg contingent on its left. Kummer pushed his 
skirmishers close up to Marienberg, and with them forced 
the enemy to quit some earthworks which they had 
begun to throw up. The whole artillery of the army of 
the Maine was then posted on the right and left of the 
road, and opened a cannonade on the houses, to which 
the enemy’s guns actively replied. The arsenal and the 
castle of Marienberg were set on flames, after which the 
batteries ceased fixing. The day after that cannonade a 
flag of truce was sent from the Bavarians to General 
^lanteuflfcl, who announced that an armistice had been 
concluded Ijctwcen the King of Prussia and the Bavarian 
(Jovernmont. The cessation of hostilities rescued the 
allied army from a very precarious position in the elbow 
of the !Maine, where it was all but cut oft’ from the 
tonitorics which it had been intended to defend. 

General MimtcufTcl had gained a free scope for action 
over the whole of Bavaria, WUrtemberg, and Baden, 
because the river Maine was placed between those 
countries and the troops of Prince Charles. This 
general, to defend those countries, would have required 
to cross a swift river in face of a strong and already 
victorious enemy, no easy task for an army which had 
already lost confidence in its leadei*. 

OaSERVATIOXS. 

1'he most interesting manoeuvre of the Prussian Army 
of the Miiine, after it had occupied Frankfort, was the 
movement by which Gcnerxxl Mantcuft’el advanced 



74 


axrsN wssKS' war. 


[Book VIII. 


against the Tauber. The army marched southwards 
in the formation A. As soon as certain information 
was received that the enemy was on the Tauber, the 
division wheeled to the left, and 8too<l opposed to 
the enemy in the formation B. The right wing (2), 
Flics' division, had then Goeben’s ili\n8ion (1) as a 



reserve, and could with great strength urge the enemy 
back towards the Maine, while Beyer’s ilivision at 
Wcrtheim prevented him from pushing out in that 
direction. As long as General Mantcuffel could pre- 
vent the allies from marching up the Tauber he held 
an advantage over them, for the .second rcser\'c coqis 
was coming down to Nurnljcrg against their rear. If 
the enemy did move up the Tauljcr in «]»it<' of his 
di.spo.sitions, Geneml Mantcuftcl, by wheeling division 
C to the right, restored the order of march, in which 
he had advanced from Frankfort, for further operations. 

It is difficult to perceive with what object Prince 
Charles, after the action on the Taulwr, M'ithdrew in 
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the direction of WUrzburg, and afterwards took np a 
position in the bend of the Maine. He could hardly 
have wished here to fight a pitched battle, while General 
Mantcufiel on one side of him, and the second Prussian 
reserve corps on the other, were not separated by more 
than sixty miles, and when he left the initiative of 
attack in the hands of his adversaries. Nor could he 
have the intention of conveying his troops by railway 
by way of Bamberg, Niimberg, and Regensburg to 
Vienna. His road in that direction was threatened, 
and liefore ho could have moved half his army, the 
remainder would have 1>een waylaid by the second re- 
serve corps. 

The strength of the Bavarian and eighth Federal corps, 
which mustered together at least one hundred thousand 
men, was frittered away in isolated conflicts, instead of 
being concentrated for a great battle. Such conflicts 
could have had no important result, even if they had 
been successful. On the Tauber, the eighth corps fought 
alqiie, unsupported by the Bavarians. On the 25th, 
the whole right wing of the Bavarians came under 
fire, only in the evening, for the first time ; and there 
was no harmony of cither conduct or action between the 
Bavarians and the troops of the eighth corps. On the 
2Gtb, Prince Charles made an oflensive movement with- 
out any support from Prince /Vlcxander, and apparently 
without any idea that the latter had withdrawn to 
Wurzburg. 



CHAPTER V. 

OCCUPATION OF FRANCONIA BY THE SECOND RESERVE 

CORPS. 

On the 18th July the Granil Duke Frederick Franz 
of Meckleuburg-Schvverin assumed tlic command of the 
second Pnissian reserve corj»3 at Leipzig. On the 
same day he onlered this corps to move upon Ifof, in 
Bavaria. On the 28rd, the third battalion of the fourtli 
regiment of the Guard cros.sed the Bavarian frontier, 
and captured a detachment of sixty-five Bavarian in- 
fjintry. This battalion \va.s pushed by forced marches 
from Leipzig to Werdau, thence by railway to Plauen. 
At the latter place wagons were raised by requisition 
from the country people, and the battalion conveyed 
in them by night to within two miles of Hof. Two 
compmiics rushed into the town, while the others, making 
a circuitous march, sought to gain the exit on the further 
side, and thus to surround and capture the whole of the 
Bavarian garrison. The greater part of these, however, 
made their escape by a railway train which happened 
to be ready, and an outlying detachment of sixty-five 
non-commissioned officers and men were alone taken 
prisoners. 
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On the 241h i&e hetid-q[iia]rt^ ^ Gtaad 
Duke of Meddenbiiig leached Qo£ Heie he pnhlidied 
a proclamation to the inhabitantB of Upper Franconia, in 
which he informed them that his invasion of their 
country was only directed against . their GoTernment, 
and that private property and interests would be per- 
fectly respected by his troops. In consequence, he was 
able to draw from the inhabitants the means of supplying 
his men with rations. 

The head of the Prussian advanced guard reached on 
the 28th, the provincial capital BaireutL The Bavarian 
ganison of this town had been withdrawn by telegraphic 
orders from ^lunich : and wisely so. Its munbers were 
far too small to have fought an action witii any chance 
of success, and any resistance against the invaders could 
only have serv'ed to imperil the lives and property of 
the inhabitants. NUrnberg had also, from fear of the 
fate with which it was threatened, solicited the Bavarian 
Govermnent to allow it to be declared an open town. 

On the 29th July, the Grand Duke in person reached 
Baircuth, and there reviewed his troops. Bavaria, which 
had always aspired to a special consideration in the 
Germanic Confederation, liecause she claimed to be the 
loader of the Middle States, displayed no military force 
at all proportionate to her pretensions. No force worthy 
the name opposed this invasion of Franconia. One 
only of four brigiides of re^rve which w^ere in course of 
formation, but, as yet, were hardly clothed in uniform, 
badly cquipi>ed and miserably organized, had been des- 
patched from Munich towards the Saxon frontier. For 
any efficient protection of the country it was much too 
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veal^ and tibe Landvehr, which had so much been 
Taunted by the BaTarion press, as a strong defen- 
aye organization, barely existed upon paper, and was 
practically of no account. The second reserve corps 
advanced unmolested, as if in time of profound peace, 
and was received by the iMJople always with fricndshii), 
sometimes with tokens of lively s}Tupathy. The ba- 
varian brigade of resen e retired to Kemnath. A false 
telegmphic despatch, which aimounced that an armistice 
had been concluded lx*tweeu Prussia and Ikivaria, Icil 
the reserve battalion of the regiment of the bavarian 
guard to again advanec, on the 28th, towards baireuth. 
This adviince was made without tiny precaution. .As 
soon as it approached near the town it was told by the 
Prussian officer who commanded the advanced guard 
of the second re8cr\c corps that the intelligence of an 
armistice was unfounded. It did not, however, by a 
forced march, attempt to withdraw it.sclf beyond the 
reach of danger, but retired to St. Johann’s, barely 
tlu*ee miles from baireuth, and there calmly took up 
its quarters for the night. As could hardly otherwise 
happen, it was there fallen upon, and fled during the 
night to Scidenburg, and on the 29th to Seilwtteurcuth. 
Here it was overtaken by the fusilier battalion of the 
4th regiment of the Prussian Guartl, which, in compjuiy 
with some Mecklenburg cavalry and Jjigers, had been 
despatched from Baireuth in pursuit, and was totally 
routed. Of the nine hundred and fifty men, of whom 
the battalion had been composed, hardly five hundred 
succeeded in escaping from their pursuers, and, by the 
sacrifice of their knapsacks and many of their arms, 
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gaming a railway station between S^botteineath and 
Numberg. This was the only opportunity which the 
second reserve corps had of being engaged. 

On the 31st July, the Prussian advanced guard moving 
forwards occupied the ancient city of NUmberg, from 
which the djmasty of the Hohenzollems was originally 
transfencd to Brandenburg. On the 1st August, the 
main body reached the same place. Here the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg was only separated from Wurz- 
burg by a distance of sixty miles, and could insure 
his junction with General Manteuffel without any 
danger from the eighth Federal corps or the Bavarian 
army. Other reinforeements were also on the way to 
General Manteuffel, for on the 27th July the first Prus- 
sian reserve corps had been despatched from Bohemia, 
by way of Pilsen, into Bavaria, and had already occupied 
Weiden and Waldsassen. The aimistice, however, which 
commenced on the 2d of August, and which had been 
granted by Manteuffel, on the 30th July, to Prince Alex- 
ander and Prince Charles, put an end to all further 
operations, and, in all probability, prevented both the 
army and the capital of Bavaria from falling into the 
hands of the Prussians. 

The Prussian troops were everywhere victoriously 
pressing forward, and every day their enemies were 
more paralysed, and daily the total disruption of the 
Germanic Confederation became more complete. 

On the 28th July, Baden received a new hlinistry, 
which declared that, after the 31st July, the grand 
duchy would no longer consider itself as belonging to 
the late Confedemtion. The grand ducal representative 
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at tlic spectral phantom of the Diet was recallcil, ami 
the fortrcsa of Rnstadt was deelareil to hclon.^ to llm 
Baden Government. The troojvi of Weimar, whi< li 
formed its g;irrison, were dismissr'd to their honu s. 

On the 1st August, Heidelberg and Mannheim, Liul- 
wighofcD, Meigentheim, and Erlangen, were oceU]>ied by 
Pmasian detachments. The South>Qenuan Governments 
lost all hope, and sought by negotiations for an armistice. 
Lines of demarcation between the armies were agreed 
upon, and the war on the western theatre was finally 
put an end to by settled conventions. 

Bavaria at first gained raert'ly a purely military 
})ension of hostilities, but Herr Von der Pfonlten, wlm 
had l)een dosjuitched to the King of Pru-ssia at Nikols- 
burg,* by the Bavarian Government, obtained <»ne i'nt 
three weeks, which wa.s to date from the July. 

Within that time [n-ace wa.s concluded at Berliii. 

Ih.'fore the definite eonclu.sion of the armi.sfici!, th<- 
Pru.ssian troojis had occupied tlic Bavariau territory at 
three points, they had also cro-s-sed the frontiers of Baden 
and of WurtemV»erg. Darm.stadt had long held a Pnm- 
.sian garrison, WUrzburg, as one of the eondition.s of 
the suspeasion of hostilitie.s, received a Pru.s.sian eorp.s 
of four thousand men on the 2d August ; the forlre.s.s 
on the Marienlx'rg alone remained in the hands of the 
Bavarians. On the 1st August, General Von Munteiiflel, 
at WUrzhurg, concluded an armistice with General \'on 
Hardcgg, for Wurbmberg; on the same day he also con- 
cluded one for Hessc-Darmstadt, and on the Ihl a pleni- 
potentiary' from Baden came to WUrzburg, and theie 

* Sec page 196. 
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oljtiiined one from Mantcuffcl for the Grand Duchy. 
The liead-quarters of the Army of the Maiifc were es- 
tablished at Wurzburg during the truce, where they 
remained until the 22d August 

The King of Prussia despatched, on the Ist August, 
the following telegram to the Army of the Maine, 
through Genera] Mantdhffel : 

- ’■ ' 

•< I charge you to express to the troops of the Anuj of the Mis^ 
my entire satis&ction with their valour and hehavionr. I thank the 
generals, the officers, and all the soldiery. With me the armies in 
Bohemia, Moravia, and Austria send to their Prussian and German 
comrades greeting and good-wiU." 

At the same time the order of “ Pour le M4rite ” was 
sent by the King, with an autograph letter to the 
Grand Duke of Mecklenburg. 

The end of the struggle was notified by General Von 
IManteuffel to his aimy, in the following general order : — 

“ Head QrARXER-s WI^rzbuko, 

“ AuffUMt 2d, 1866. 

‘‘SoLDiKUS OF THE x\iiMY OF THE Maixe ! — By tlic victories of the 
linns of Prussia, the enemy has been compelled to seek fop an armis- 
tice. His Majesty the King has granted it. I do not speak to you 
of the hardships which you have cheerfully suffered, nor of the 
bravery with which you have ever}’ where fought. But I recall to 
your memory the days of actions and the results of your victories. 
After that, under your skilful and esteemed leader, General Von 
Palekenstein, you had seized Hanover, Hesse-Casscl, and all the broad 
territories as far as F^rankfort-on-the-^faine ; had compelled the Hano- 
verian army to capitulate ; had defeated the Bavarians on the 14th July 
at Zella and Weisenthal, on the 10th July at Hammelburg, Kissengen, 
Friedcricshall, Hausen, and Waldascliach ; on the 11th July the troops 
of Hesse-Darmstadt at Oerleubach ; on the I3lh these again at 
I.aufii( h, and on the 14th the Austrians at Aschaffenbuig, you made 
your victorious entry into Frankfort. After a short rest, again you 
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fbx (lift SSd you (Staftiited Hi# lioopi of Bidoii at Hitiid- 

hmm i on Sitli, the Anstriaiii Wttiiembefgi Hesse-Darmstadti and 
ISaasan ditkion at Tauberbisohofiheimy and the troops of Baden^at 
Werhach ; on the 25th, the whole eoncentrated eighth Federal Cc>r])a 
at Gerecheiin, and the Bavarians at Hclmstadt, the latter on the 26 th, 
also at Roszbriinn ; and to-day, after twenty victorious greater or 
niinor combats, have entered Wiintburg as coiuiuerors. The result 
of those victories is that not only Uio countries norlli of the ^^aino 
have been won, but that the power of ySur anus luis smitten heavily 
on Hesse- Darmstadt, and deep into Baden aiul Wurtemberg, and lias 
freed a portion of our land, which could not lie directly pr«>tected by 
*>ur army from the presence of an enemy. The Wurt«*mbergi»rs \ad 
• uvupiet! Hoheazollcm, and had driven away ourudicials. They nni-t 
now tjuit that princi|>ality ; the black ami white Hag waves again uv< r 
the town of Hohenzollern. I must express my thanks to the generals, 
t ommauders, olTicers, and to all the rank and file. I also thank the 
military surgeons for their unremitting and sell-sacrifK'ing care of the 
wounded, lx>th under fire and in the hospital, as well as to the non- 
«:oniV>atant departments for Uieir successful administration of the army’s 
supplies. Soldiers vf the Army of the Maine ! I know that you are 
thankful to (b)d, an<l I oxpe<*t that during the armistice your nM'og. 
nised manline.<ts and careful behaviour towartk the inhabihuits of thf^ 
c ountry >vill be worthy of the Prussian name/^ 

The relics of the Diet quickly approa(;liefl dissolution. 
On the 1st of August the small knot of dijdomatist.s 
which at the hotel of the Three Moore, at Augsburg, still 
svssumcd the functions of that august Iwxly, were de- 
serted by the ambassadors of England, France, Spain 
and Belgium ; while the Russian representative remained 
at Augsburg only on account of illncsa The sitting 
of the 4th August acknowledged the end of tlie last 
shadow of the Germanic Confederation. Prince Charles 
of Bavaria reported the conclusion of an armistice witli 
Prussia by the governments of Austria, Bavaria, Wlir- 

* The principalities of HohenzoHoni. 
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at the same time, that he resigned the eemmand-is-dhief 
of the western Federal army, which had been bestowed 
on him by the decree of the Diet of the 27th June. 

^ Brunswick had very tardily placed its troops on a war 
footing, but by the beginning of August they "were 
attached to the secorfd Prussian reserve coipa That 
State a short time previously declared its withdrawal 
from the Confederation. 

The remaining members of the Diet annulled the 
])rotcst.s which had been made against^ Prussia, and 
ilcfreed that no obstacle should be offered to the North- 
(Tcrman troops in the Federal fortresses in retiring to 
their homes. 

On the 28th July, the troops of Saxe-Meinigen had 
already l)een permitted by the Governor of Mainz to 
leave that fortress, which, in virtue of the subsequent 
treaties of peace, was occupied by and given over 
entirely to Prussia on the 26th August. 

This decree was the last act of the Diet of the 
Germanic Confederation, which was constructed after 
the fall of the first French Empire. By it, it practically 
published its own death warrant. 



BOOK IX. 


CHAPTER 1. 

PRUSSIAN ADVANCE FROM KONIGORATZ TO BRUNN. 

Feldzeugmeister Von Benedck liad lieaded in person 
the troops with which he attempted to retake Chluin 
after the Prussian guards liad possessed themselves of 
that village, and so turned the scale of the battle of 
Kdniggrsitz. After his three attacks on the burning 
houses and the garrisoned churchyard had been repulw'd, 
he saw that all was lost, and himself in vain attempted 
to find a soldier’s grave on the field of battle, and with 
his blood to wash out the memory of his misfortune. 
The rapid a<lvance of the whole Prussian army forced 
the Austrians speedily to retreat. During the* niglit of 
the 3d of July, in great disorder, having but half of it.s 
artillery, with its staff separated and scattered, the dt*- 
feated army pushed across the crowded bridges over the 
Mbe, and wearily dragged itself in the direction of 
Hohenmanth. Benedck himself retreated to Holitz, on 
the road to this place, and there on the morning of the 
4th, made the best arrangement he could for the safety 
of his troops. Their losses in men, matSriel, and guns 
rendered it impossible for him to think of any new dis- 
positions until they were thoroughly rc-organized. To 
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carry out such a re-organization he must seek a place of 
shelter, and the cover he desired was to be found under 
the guns, and behind the intrenchments of Olmtitz. 
With the exception of the tenth corps, which had 
suffered most severely, and which he therefore des- 
patched by railway directly to Vienna, he ordered the 
remainder of his army to move on the intrenched camp 
at Olmiitz, while he left his first light cavalry division to 
watch the road from Pardubitz to Iglau, and his second 
to delay the enemy, if possible, on that from Pardubitz 
to BrUnn. 

On the 4th July he also sent Field Marshal Gablenz, 
one of the most able of the Austrian generals, to the 
Prussian head-quarters, in order to treat for a suspension 
of hostilities, as a preliminary to the conclusion of peace. 
This was a new proof of the desperate condition of the 
Austrian am\y. Gablenz reported himself on the 4 th 
July at midday, at the outposts of the Crown Prince’s 
army, and received permission to go to the King’s head- 
quaiters. He was blindfolded in passing through the 
army, as is the custom of war, and accompanied by a 
Prussian officer, was conducted to Hbritz. When he , 
reached that town the King was absent, as he had gone 
to visit his troops on the field of battle. General Gablenz 
was taken to meet him, and fell in with the King 
between Sadowa and Chlum, who at first took him for a 
wounded Austrian general, and was about to condole 
with him, but being informed of his mission, ordered the 
bandage to be removed, and requested the Austrian 
general to retmn with him to Horitz. Here Gablenz 
expressed Benedek’s desire of an armistice, but no fruce 
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could be granted, for Prussia and Italy were mutually 
bound to agree to no suspension of hostilities without a 
common agreement General Gablenz returned unsuc- 

O 

cessful to the Austrian head-quarters. 

Equally unsuccessfully did the Austrian Government 
endeavour to make a separate peace with Italy. It de- 
termined, however, to leave only garrisons in the 
fortresses of the Venetian quadrilateral, and to transfer 
all the remaining troops of the Army of the South from 
the Mincio to the Danube, to shield its capital against 
its northern enemy. 

The Prussian army the night of the battle of Kdnig- 
gratz, bivouacked on the field. The following afternoon 
it began to move foi^vard, to seize the passages cn'cr the 
Elbe. The Second Anny on the left was directed upon 
Pardubitz. It left behind it the sixth corps d’arm^e to 
watch the fortresses of Josephstadt and Kbniggiutz. No 
siege against these places was undertaken. Yet the town 
of Koniggratz was nearly destroyed. On the .'>th July, 
the day after the Prussian armies had marched from the 
vicinity of the fortress, the commander of the troops left 
to mask the place, opened a cannonade on the town from 
some of the Austrian guns, w'hich had been captured in 
the battle. The shells burst among the dry houses, and 
the place would soon have been in fiames had not a gun 
from one of the bastions opened with singular effect upon 
the Prussian gunners and compelled them to withdraw. 

The army of Prince Frederick Charles, and that of 
Herwath, were both directed upon Przelautsch. At 
the same time the division of Landwehr of the Guard, 
which had followed in rear of the main armies, was 
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despatched to Prague, the capital <rf Bohemia. The 
Austrian garrison did not attempt to defend this town, 
and the Imperial lieutenant transferred the seat of the 
government of the province to Pilsen. The Prussian 
soldiery here found a very welcome booty in twenty- 
seven millions of cigars, urhich, as tobacco in Austria Is 
a government monopoly, were confiscated for the benefit 
of the Prussian troops. On the 8th July, this division 
reached the ancient town on the Moldau, and hoisted the 
Prussian flag upon the Hradschin, the palace of the kings 
of Bohemia. On the 11th, General Miilbe took the com- 
mand of the place, having moved the first Prussian 
rc.servc corps from Saxony into Bohemia. 

The fiist division of the Landwehr of the Line re- 
mamed in Saxony, to which later a newly-formed second 
division was added. The detachments made &om the 
Pnissian main armies for masking fortresses, and escorts 
of prisonei’s, as w’ell as the losses in battle and from sick- 
ness, Averc replaced by a portion of eighty-one new bat- 
talions, which had been lately formed out of the troops 
left at the regimentol depdts. The first line armies, 
when they moved from the Elbe, "were of the same, or 
rather superior, strength to those which ten days before 
had crossed the Bohemian frontier. 

In consequence of the battle of Kdniggratz, Feldzcug- 
meistcr Bcnedek resigned the command of the Austrian 
Army of the North, and the Archduke Albrecht, the victor 
of Custozza, was appointed to the supreme command of 
the whole army. Until its arrival on the Danube, 
however, Benedek commanded the Army of the North. 
Count Clam Gallas had been ordered to give up his 
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command after Gitachin, and the chief of the staft*, 
Field Marshal Baron Henikstein, had, before the 3d 
July, been ordered to cede his post to Major-General 
Paumgarten, who had hitherto commanded in Gallicia. 
The latter reached the anny the evening before the 
battle of Koniggnitz, but did not interfere with the 
dispositions of his predecessor. 

One feeling alone existed in the army of Beuedek. 
He possessed the admiration of his offie«‘rs, and the love 
of his men. This alFection towards him only increased 
in the hour of his mi.sfortune in the camp. But the 
populace of Vienna Ijlindly raged against him, and 
failing to j)erceive the negligence and errors of the 
ministei's and administrators who had sent the army 
into the field in its unprepared condition, inveighed in 
unmeasured terms against the unfortunate general who 
had commanded it. 

On the evening of the 4th July, the armies broke up 
from tlie bivouac they had occupied near the fiehl of 
battle of Kdniggriitz, and advanced towards the Elbe. 

On the 5th, they cro.ssed the river ; the First Army, 
under Prince Frederick Charles, at Przelautseh ; the 
Second, under the Crown Prince, at Pardubitz, The 
march was begun the previous evening. After going a 
.short way the troops halted for the night, and slept by 
the side of the road. Early on the morning of the 5th 
they again set forward, and reached the Elbe late in the 
afternoon. • The villages along the road had been mostly 
deserted, for the inhabitants had fled south with the re- 
treating Austrian army. The houses looked desolate, 
with their doors and windows wide open, and shutters 



Cbap. I.] 


ADVANCE TO BRffNN. 


89 


flapping mournfully in the wind, while there still re- 
mained in the street in front vestiges of the hasty pack- 
ing up of such articles as could be carried away. A stray 
dog or two were seen here and there, which still stood 
on the threshold and barked at the soldiers as they 
marched by ; but even these were rare, and often the 
poultry had invaded the dwelling rooms, and were roosting 
among the furniture. For tv?ienty-five miles the army 
marched through a luxuriantly fertile countr}% but almost 
entirely deserted ; sometimes one or two peasants stood by 
the side of the road staving vacantly at the passing troops, 
or a few women might be found in a village who, half 
frightened by the sight of the soldiers, supplied them 
with the drinking water which they eveiywherc re- 
quested. But the people had no cause to fear; they 
would have done better to remain, for some of the troops 
had to be billeted in the houses along the road, and when 
the inhabitants were not present, the soldiers took what 
they required, and there was nO one to receive payment 
for what they consumed. The children did not seem so 
timid ; they were present along the roads in large 
uumlwrs, for the cherries were just ripening, and they 
took advantage of the panic among their eldeis to make 
a raid on the trees which grew in long strips by the side 
of the way. With them the soldiera soon became great 
friends. The boys ran along the battitlions with their 
caps full of the fruit, and got coppers in exchange for 
handfuls of it ; the sellers, exulting in the iwcketsful of 
coin they soon collected, seemed to have no scruples as 
to whose property it rightfully was, but laughed with 
<lelight at this unexpected result of the war. 
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But for the most part the country in front of the army 
was still and silent. No church clocks sounded, for their 
guardians had fled. There was no one to wind them up, 
and the hands stood motionless on the dials. No hoi’se.s 
neighed, for they had all been taken to carry away the 
flying inhabitants, or perhaps to aid in dragging off’ the 
retreating Austrian guns. The flowers before the wayside 
shrines of the Madonna were dried up and withered, for 
the votaries who were wont to renew them had fled, fearful 
of the invading army. The cattle had been driven away, 
and the pastures were vacant. Broad belts of corn, trodden 
flat to the ground, showed the lines along which the 
Austrian battalions had hurried, and here and there lay 
a knapsack or ammunition pouch which some fatigued 
fugitive had cast away as an impediment to his flight. 

But where the army marched all was bustle and noi.se ; 
the infantry tramped monotonously along the road.s, while 
the cavalry spread in bending lines through the fields, 
and Ixihind the combatants toiled long trains of wagon-s, 
which carried the stores of this large army. Along ever} 
road and every lane foot soldiers marched, and cavalry 
occupied the intervals between the heads of tin? columns 
— all pointing southwards, towards the Elbe. For miles 
on either side could be seen the clouds of dust rai.sed by 
the marching troops ; in some places it rose from tree.s 
and woods, in others from among houses, or from the hard 
straight roads leading through the wide com land, where 
the hot July sun poured its rays straight down upon 
the soldiers’ heads and made them suffer much from 
heat and thirst. 

As the foremost troops neared the Elbe all ears listened 
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eagerly for the sound of cannon, for it was thought that 
if the Austrians could bring their troops under fire again 
they would oppose the passage of the river, and whether 
they did so or not would be accepted ois a criterion of 
how much they had suffered by the defeat at Koniggratz. 
The hcatls of the columns steadily advanced nearer and 
neiuer to the line of unllows which marked the coumc 
of the stream. No cannon sounded, no rifle even was 
discharged, and it seemed that the advanced guard must 
have passed unopposed. At last the news came back 
that the passage was secured, and that there were no 
sig!is of the enemy on the opposite bank. Soon the 
troop.s closed down to the river and filed across the 
wooden bridge which, udth foiu* arches, spans the muddy 
stream ; and the black and yellow stripes on its parapets 
were the only visible signs that the Prussian army was 
in the dominions of the Emperor of Austria. 

Prince Frederick Charles occupied Przelautsch about 
.si.x on the evening of the 5th, and almost at the same 
time the Crown Prince entered Pardubitz. The line of 
the Elbe was now secured as a basis for future operations, 
and the Austrian railway communication between Vienna 
and Prague was cut. At the latter toum there were sjiid 
to be only four Austrian battalions, and it was expected 
to be evacuated by them and occupied by the Prussians 
within a few days. 

As was the case. Then, notwithstanding the fortresses 
of Kbnigstein in Saxony, and Josephstadt, Koniggiutz, 
and Theresienstadt in Bohemia, the Prussian armies 
obtained milway communication from Pardubitz and 
Przelautsch by way of Prague and Reichenberg with 
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their own country, which was of great importance to 
thran in their further advance. 

The towns of Frzelautsch and Pardubitz were entirely 
filled with Prussian soldiers. On every door was written 
in chalk the name of the regiment and company to which 
the house was allotted, and the number of men whici: it 
was to accommodate. The numbera apiwai’ed enormous 
for the size of the house, fifty or .sixty men were son e- 
tiraes billeted in a small house with four room.s, but t' e 
soldiers managed well enough .so long a.s they eouhl get 
straw to lie upon ; but here there wa.s a great scarcity of 
that, and the men had to sleep a.s they could, on the fiooi s 
or in the gardens. The greatest difficulty prevailed in 
getting any accommodation for horses ; all the stables W(*ro 
occupied by the lioi-ses of generals, and inferior officci's 
would fain hav(; had shed.s, eowhouse.s, or any place with 
a cover, for the weather looked lowering, and it .seemed 
that it would probably rain, but all the sheds were occupied 
by the troops, and most of the horses had to spend the 
night in the streets. 

But there were advantages here which compensated for 
more than a little overcrowding. Large Austrian stores 
of bread, Ijcer and cigare had been found, and the soldiei-s 
were delighted to think that they would again have their 
rations of tobaeco served out to them, which they had 
not had since they left Saxony ; for to a German soldier 
tobacco is almost as necessary as meat, but transport had 
not been found for tobacco with the army, as there had 
been lately a difficulty in bringing up even food. 

The head-quarters of the armies halted on the 6th 
July in the same position as they took up the previous 
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evening. The First Army at Fizelautsch. The Crown 
Prince with the Second Army was at Faiduintili 
whither the King himsdf went the same evmiing. 
Detachments were pushed along the railway towards 
Prague. On the morning of the 6th, an advanced guard 
was pushed out to feel the country south of the Elbe. 
It consisted of light cavalry, horse artillery, and some 
infantry. The Weissenfels Hussars led the way, fol- 
lowed by the Hussars of Ziethen, and the 3d Dragoons, 
whose squadrons were very weak, for their ranks had 
been tcn-ibly thinned by the battle of Koniggratz. As 
soon as the column.s got out of the towu the Hussjirs 
spread themselves out over the fields by the side of 
the road, and studded the country with horsemen. 
Some went pushing through the corn, others galloped 
forward to gain every piece of rising ground, and from 
the summit to scan the country beyond. Every wood 
was cju-efully beaten, juid ever}' village inspected by 
the nimble horsemen before the main body approacht*d, 
for Austrian marksmen might be lurking among tlie 
trees, or cavalry might lie in ambush behind the house's. 
But no signs of an enemy could be found ; and, although 
at every moment they expected to hear the sharp crack 
of a rifle and the puff of blue smoke wliich tvoixld tell 
that an outlying post had been tbsturbed, they pursued 
their way unmolested, and it ^yas evident that the 
Austrians had retreated far south or east. 

But, though the head-quarters halted at Przelautsch 
and Pardubitz, the 6th was a busy day there. All the 
sickly and weak were draughted out of the ranks, and 
were sentenced to be left behind — a sure sign that long 
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maaeehea ^were eicpected, and tiiat it was 
intanded ibat the amy should move free of all possible 
encumbrance. In vain did those who were selected to 
be left behind protest that they were the strongest men 
in the regiment, and call upon their comrades to bear 
witness to their marching powei-s. The doctors were 
good-naturedly obdurate,* and the men selected had to 
bear the disappointment of not going forward with the 
army, being solaced with the assurance that they should 
rejoin as soon Jis possible. Those destined to be I -ft 
]*ehind were far from nuineixnis — indeed, their number 
was surprisingly small, for the army had been making 
long marches and bivouacking out nearly every night 
in most changeable weather. 

Although the Austrians had been obliged to leave 
the railway, they had taken care to make it of as little 
use as possilde to its subsequent possessors. All the 
engines and carriages had been sent away, and until 
Prague was occupied none could lie brought by the 
Prussians to supply their place. So the line stood idle, 
and the station had a desolate look, made only more 
remarkable by the one or two officials of the inde- 
fatigable telegraph corps, who had occupied one of the 
rooms, and were at their work there early that morning 
* flashing despatches and reports to the King's staff, 
and receiving rapid answers which were to direct the 
marches of the troops. 

A number of Austrian baggage wagons had after 
Kdniggratz fallen into the hands of the conquerors, and, 
after being employed in helping to carry the wounded 
from the field on the 6th, joined in the long lines of 
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carriages which fdloved l^e Pniauan apsicBr 
were easily distinguished in the line of march by th^ 
light yellow colour, which contrasted strongly with the 
dark blue with which aU the Prussian miUtary carriages 
are painted. Every hour showed how much more 
severely the Austrians had felt their defeat at Konig- 
griitz than was at first supposed in the Prussian army. 
Tlic unopposed passage of the Elbe, the mission of 
jMarshal Gablenz, the abandonment of the covmtry south 
of Przclautsch, were successive proofs of the complete- 
ness of the Prussian victory. The morale of the army 
luid now risen high, and the soldiers were convinced 
that the Austrian troops could not stand against them — 
a feeling which was no contemptible augury of future 
victories. But, though the soldiers were confident in 
themselves, their arras, and their leader’s, their con- 
lidouee never stepped beyond just bounds; they were 
tender and kind to the wounded and prisoners, not only 
l)y attending to their wants, but by showing them much 
(consideration, and never exulting over the victory in 
their presence, which could hardly be expected from 
racn serving in the ranks. But the Prussian S 3 rstem of 
recruiting enlists in the ai-my as privates men of high 
education and refined feelings, and these easily influence 
their comi’adcs, Avho are naturally warm-hearted, to act 
kindly and charitably to the unfortunate. 

On the 7th July the Prussian armies advanced from 
the Elbe. The Crown Prince moved fix)m Pardubitz 
along the railway towards Brandeis, with the object 
of pushing towards Olmtitz. Prince Frederick Charles, 
leaning slightly in the same direction, made for the road 
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liUk leads^ficmn Pudubitz by Chradiin to Brttim. On 
tiie 7th be reached Hennanmestetz. The army of the 
Elbe marched on the road which leads from Przelautsch 
to Iglau and Znaym. 

The march of the 7tli was very different from tlmt 
of the 5th. . The panic among tlie country people caiiacd 
by the defeat of the Austrians at the battle of Konig- 
gratz did not extend into the country lying south of 
the Elbe, and here the inhabitants had not left theii 
houses. All was busy and full of life, pea.saiits wi re- 
working in the fiehls, women and ehildn'ii were abun- 
dant in the A'illagcs, and the soldiers, who soi-med t<» 
be supplied plentifully with money by their friends at 
home, for their pay is small, bought <‘ggs, butter, milk, 
and i)Oultry as they pa-sst d alojig, but in many cas« H 
they had little return for their money, for eggs aic 
diiHcult to cany in crowded ranks, and butter is inclined 
to melt when stowed away in a knajisack, so that man}’ 
found when they reached the halting place that their 
prudence in providing themselves with eatables was 
vain, and that they were di.sapi)ointed of the luxuries 
they had meant to enjoy with their mid-day meal. 

The march was little on the high road, but chiefly by 
countrj' lanes, over ground covered with short, crisp 
grass, past water-mills sunk in the hollows by little 
streams, and tlirough villages whose wide open greens 
covered with geese and ducks reminded one of England. 
From the top of every rise the country before the army 
could be seen stretching away in a wide rolling plain, 
and bounded by the dark blue line of mountains which, 
thirty miles distant, separates Bohemia from Moravia. 
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The com 'WHS xapidly tipeiii|%.| h0 
yet without lain, aiui liite ttoopa, mfoehii^ «finly» ^ 
not care to avail thenu^lveB of 'Iho wntit aimig the load, 
which was abundant, and which would have been so 
grateful on many former marchea 

The town of Hermanmestetz is thoroughly Bohemian ; 
few of even the better class of inhabitants could sjieak 
German. The signboards of the shops and inns were 
written only in Bohemian, and not in German also, as 
is generally the case further north. As soon as the 
troops marched in and were dismissed from their parades, 
a rush was made at the shopa The soldiers crowded in 
at the doors and up to the counters, calling loudly for 
tobacco and cigars. These were not to be had in any 
(quantity, but coffee was pleutiinl at first, though the 
whole in the town was soon bought. Then arose difii- 
cultios about money, for the soldiers did not yet 
thoroughly undemtand the Austrian coinage, and the 
shopkeepers tried to take the utmost advantage of their, 
ignorance; but the men protested loudly against flagrant 
eases of im^xisition, and, amid a great deal of noise and 
loud tiilking, the bargains were concluded generally con- 
siderably to the advantage of the dealer. 

Every taproom was filled by an importunate crowd 
eager for food, beer, and wine ; knapsaeks were piled on 
the Iwnches, rifles stood thickly in the comers, and their 
owners pressed round the bar, each trying by dint of 
noise to secure the services of the landlord for himself. 
But though they were hungry and thirsty, the soldiers 
were always good-humoured. Differences of opinion 
often arose as to the comparative value of kreutzers and 
von. It. H 
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Mlber groschen ; but when the dispute ran high the land- 
lord called in the assistance of his wife, and then almost 
invariably the soldier had to retire worsted from the 
contest, exposing discontentedly to his comrades the 
small handful of little coins he Imd received in change 
for a dollar. As .soon as it became dark all noise ceased 
and all bustle was stilled. The men disappeaied to go to 
sleep. Some lay in the hou.ses on straw, others in sheds, 
many in the gardon.s, for the house accommodation wjw 
not sufficient for them, and many sceme<l wisi'ly to 
prefer the summer air to a crowded room. Thus the 
town, before so noisy, grew i>erfcetly still, ami no sound 
was heanl except the monotonous step of a sentry or the 
uneasy neigh of some restive horse ; but the arms piled, 
with the bayonets fixed, beside each hou.se, with the 
knapsacks laid close to the butts packed and ready to be 
instantly taken up, told that the .soldiers were ready, and 
that the least alarm would fill the streets with armed 
men ready to march. 

The King came to Pardubitz on the morning of the 
7th, held a meeting of the principal generals, and 
probably the future plan of the campaign was then dis- 
cussed. It was still uncertain whether the two armjo.s wen; 
making for the line of railway wdiich runs by Briinn to 
Vienna, or whether they w'ere moving towards Olmiitz. 

The King remained on the 8th at Pardubitz, where it 
was determined that the Second Army should move 
against OlmUtz with the first corps d’arm6e and the 
cavalry corps leading. This advanced guard was if 
possible to feel the enemy, and discover what amount of 
his army Benedek still held in the cnticnched camp and 
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what troops he had sent to the south. A serious attack 
on the fortress was not, however, contemplated. Any 
retreat of the Second Army, which might become 
necessary, was to be made, not in the direction of the 
First Army, but on the county of Glatz, with which the 
Second Army now formed a line of communication. The 
First and Second Armies, on the 8th, moved forwards in 
a south-easterly direction ; the Crown Prince, with the 
Second Army, marched that morning in the direction of 
Marisch TrUbau, and halted for the night somewhere 
short of that town. The First Army, under Prince 
Frederick Cliarles, was that evening scattered roimd 
Chrast ; the 8th division, under General Home, was in 
the town itself, the main body along the road towards 
Marisch TrUbau; the 7tb was a little to the south at 
Zumberg the 6th at Kamenitz, a village still further to 
the south ; and the cavahy, marching by roads more to 
the southwards still, covered the right flank of the army. 
General Herwarth von Bittenfeld, with his corps, was 
moving on Iglau. Eight battalions had been detached 
to Prague, and that town was occupied on the morning 
of this day, the 8 th. 

Marshal Gablenz passed through the outposts again 
the same morning, and went to Pardubitz to see the 
King, as a commissioner from the Austrian Government, 
to treat for a suspension of hostilities. He was received 
by General Von Moltke, but his proposals could not be 
entertained, and his second mission was equally un- 

^ Tlic villngos of Zumberg and Kam- who deaires to see how the Prussian 
fiiitz are too miiuiio to bo shown divisions w’ero stationed will find these 
in the accompanying map. Any one places in the Austrian map of Bohemia. 

H 2 



100 


SSFEN WEEKS* WAS. 


(Book IX. 


successful as his first. He submitted that a 8U.spension 
of hostilities should be conclude*!, which should liuit for 
at least eight weeks and for at most eight months ; that 
during this truce the troops of both nations should retain 
their actual positions, and a girdle of two miles in width 
between the outposts be obscr\^ed as neutral ground. In 
return the Austrian commissioner proposed that the for- 
tresses of Josephstadt and Koniggriitz should be htanded 
over to the Prussians, but without their garrisons and 
materiel of war. It was not in the interest of the 
Prussian army after a hardly won victory, and in its 
favourable circumstances, to grant such an annistice, 
especially as it appeared certain that Austria did not 
wish to definitely conclude a peace, but only to gain 
time to bring up her Army of the South from Italy. 
The passage of Marshal Gablcnz through the divisions 
led to many reports of the 8pee<ly termination of the 
war, which were more or less credited. 

In the meantime, amid rumours of probable (X'ace, the 
army still continued its steady advance, and its march 
was conducted with the same precautions and the same 
circumspection as if the campaign was only beginning, 
and as if an unbroken enemy was in front, ready to take 
advantage of the slightest error. Advanced guards were 
sent forward, who carefully felt the way for the marching 
columns, sending scouts to the top of every rise, who, 
standing out sharp against the sky, peered into the 
distance ; riflemen moved in dotted lines through the 
fields at an even pace with the troops marching on the 
road, and tro*l through the com as carefully as if they 
were sjwrtsmen beating a covert, or, slipping into a 
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thicket, now appeared, now disappeared in the foliage 
much like hounds drawing for a fox. The troops on 
the road pushed along as steadily and pei-severingly as 
on the first day they entered Saxony. The infantry, 
with their trousers turned up and boots often drawn on 
outside them, trudged along merrily, and seemed little 
to feel the heavy yellow cowskin knapsacks and mess 
tins for cooking which they carried on their backs. 
Their helmets had sufiered in the campaign more 
than any other part of their equipment ; many had lost 
the spike on the top, carried away by a bullet or the 
splinter of a shell at the battle of Kdniggratz. Some 
looked as if they had been knocked off in the hurry 
of action, and had been marched over heavily by the 
ranks behind. The belts showed a want of pipeclay, 
and the boots had lost all traces of blacking; but the 
barrels of the rifles and the blades of the bayonets 
were all bright and clean, and shone out cold and 
gray against the dark blue uniforms. The artillery 
horses, a little thin, and with rather prominent ribs, 
from hard work and scarce forage, stepped briskly 
out, and almost without stretching their traces the 
straight, steel-barrelled guns rolled along behind them, 
looking on the road a mere plaything to be drawn by 
six horses ; but when the ground was heavy from falling 
rain, as on the morning before Koniggr&tz, it needed 
nearly all the strength of the team to get a gun over 
the fields uphill, tuid then horses were often wanting, for 
their bodies, larger than those of men, were more liable 
to be struck by shells or bullets, and many were killed 
or badly wounded us soon as a battery went under fim. 
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After the great battle, the positions that had been oc- 
cnpied by the field batteries on either side could be 
traced by the numbers of dead horses lying where the 
limbers and waggons had stood. Often twenty or thirty 
lay dead in a line neai* together along the front of the 
battery, and others limped about near them, and though 
idways moving never tried to go away from their dead 
companions. They, too, were soon stretched upon the 
ground, for the Krankeutrager, looking for the sick, 
mercifully placed a carbine behind the ear of every 
wounded animal, and quickly put it out of pain. The 
mass of the cavalry scoured the country to the south of 
the main army, keeping watch and ward over its right 
Hank, but here and there a few turned up in the line of 
march, generally a detachment of some troopem guarding 
waggons. These detachments were of all kinds of horse- 
men, — cuirassiers with their white fiannel coats braced 
tightly in by the cuirass, and with heavy-looking high 
jack-boots, were followed quickly by some few men of 
the Ziethen Hus-sars, with short crimiion jackets, or by 
some of the Weimar light cavalry, with their light blue 
and silver uniforms looking none the worse for exposure, 
while every column was headed by Uhlan.s, the bla(;k 
and white flags of whose lances waved with ,an almost 
funereal aspect above their smart caps and gay red or 
yellow facings. 

The army marched in several columns, and from every 
rise could' be seen the difierent lines creeping like long 
blue serpents over the country. Dipping into hollows, 
twisting through villages, twining among trees, appear- 
ing and disappearing through woods and thickets, they 
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stretched for manj a long mile from front to rear. 
Always looking steadily ahead, they pushed on with 
the men’s faces against the sun, and seemed to be 
bending towards the fortress of Olmtitz, under the walls 
of which the Austrians were reported to have an in- 
trenched camp, where there were said to be over 100,000 
fighting men, with 400 pieces of artillery ensconced in 
fortifications. Collected here, the Austrian troops, it was 
said, meant to bar the road southwards from the Prussians^ 
if these passed on disregarding them, to issue out, and, 
seizing the communications of the army, cut oflf from 
it all its supplies of ammunition and food from the North. 

Again, on the 8th, the line of march lay through a 
country rich and abundant in supplies, and from which 
the natives had not fled away; and again the columns 
moved through countiy lanes, in some places shadowed 
in by fruit-trees, in others leading over bree^ uplands 
where fhe limestone rocks cropped up close to the surface 
of the ground, and left but a scanty soil to nourish the 
short grass which grew thick upon it. Here and there 
the rocks cropped out of the ground and rose up some 
twenty feet high, forming grotesquely-shaped natural 
grottoes, round which clumps of tall silver fir cluster^ 
and at the foot of the trees, spread in great profusion, 
wild roses, sweetbriar, foxglove, and nightshade. All 
the farm-houses and cottages were built of brick, thickly 
coated with clean white plaster, and in the smallest 
hamlet there was always a church with a steeple sur- 
mounted by the large globe-like top, often gilt, which 
seems peculiar to Sclavonic countries. No wooden 
cottages were to be seen here, for the people are richer 
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those north of the Elbe, and the anny loft behind 
‘iR^ien it crossed that river, the pine>wood hats, so numy 
oi which had been lately destroyed by the iames kindled 
by the fire of the artillery. The houses, both outside and 
inside^ were beautifully clean ; the furniture was of plain 
deal, without paint, scoured to' a whiteness which is 
unknown in Northern Bohemia; the brass liandios of 
the drawers and the steel and iron I'ound the fiivjJacca 
shone bright from much polishing, iiud reflccti’d *KU‘k 
distorted images of the soldiers, who, in tlu-ir «!usty 
clothes and heavy U>ota, dirty from marching, looke<l 
much out of place in the houses in which they were 
billeted. The iuliabitants sighed SiidJy over the war, for 
their crojw had been injured ; .soldiers of both armies 
had been billeted in their houses, for the Austrians re- 
treated through this part of the countiy two days before ; 
and some of them had sons or brothers in the Austrian 
service. But there was no ill-will between them and 
the Prussian soldiers. Indeed, the latter weix; always 
so good-natured that it would have been difficult even 
for churls to quarrel with them, and such the natives of 
the valley of the Elbe are not. They would have jwe- 
feSred peace to war ; they suffered deeply in having their 
houses turned into barracks, their corn-fields into bivouacs, 
their barns and outhouses into stables for war horses ; but 
they did not blame the soldiers for injuries for the cause 
of which the latter were as innocent as the inhabitiuits 
themselves ; they gave the men what they could ; nor 
did the villagers and peasants attempt to impose upon 
the soldiers, though the town 8hopkee|)ers, more keenly 
alive to their own interests, generally managed to make 
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a profit out of iJie of the Proanan aiid 

A^istsiiui cKttiage. 

The headfiq^iarters of irei« 

of the 8th establiahed in fi monjutny at Chraet . The 
priests were stall there, but gave up the greater part of 
the house to Prince Frederick Charles and his sta£ 
Military waggons and horses were picketed inside the 
usually quiet monastery close ; soldier servants went 
whistling up and down the corridors and among the 
cells, saddle-bags and valises were bundled upstairs, 
and the monastery would soon have been very like a 
baiTack were it not that the priests kept flitting about, 
good-naturedly profiering food and drink to both officers 
and soldiers ; for, although they looked on both as the 
enemies of their countiy, and, perhaps, even of their 
Church, they knew that the army had marched far and 
fast, and they practised that charity which should be 
the connecting link among all Christian creeds. 

From the church close by the monastery, as a centre, 
the little town spreads out, its white houses glistening 
brightly in the sun, along four streets, almost at light 
angles to each other. Between and behind the houses 
lay little gardens, in which grew most English greenhouse 
flowers; vines were trained in trelliswork against the 
walls, and beyond the fields stretched away, covered with 
heavy croi)S ripening for harvest ; and between the corn- 
fields lay long belts of gaudy-coloured poppies, which are 
cultivated in this country in great quantities. The 
church bell sounding slowly, probably for vespers, for the 
day was Sunday, and a few women, with shawls in Bohe- 
mkiu fashion thrown over their bore heads, disappearing 
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into the church door, and just seen within crossing them- 
selves with the holy water, would have made the whole 
scene one of perfect peace ; but the piles of bayonets by 
every door, the perpetual soldier’s bustling along the 
streets, the cantonniers who had established tlxeir itinerant 
stalls close outside the church door, and w’ere sc|uabbling 
with soldiers over the value of black cigar-s or schnapps, 
told that this smiling little town was the heail-quartei’s 
of an army which had just marched fx’om a battle-field, 
and w’as pressing forward again to fox’ce its enemy to 
biittle ; for the policy of the Prussian army xvas now to 
cling to the heels of the retreating Austrians and to force 
them to fight before they had time to re-organ i/e their 
forces. On the 9th July the whole foi’ce was again 
moved towards the south-east. That night the King’s 
head-quarters weiv at Hohenmauth ; the head-cjuarters of 
Prince Frederick Charles, commanding the centre, were at 
the village of Reichenberg, alxxut twenty-five miles south- 
east of Pardubitz. The Crown Prince, with the head- 
quarters of the Second Army, halted for the night at 
Leitomischl, one man-h to the east of the First Army ; 
and the Army of the Ellxe was pursuing its way, at an 
even pace with the two others, under Gcneiiil Von Bitten- 
feld, along the road which leads t«) Iglau. No intelli- 
gence had yet been received of the occupation of Prague, 
although it was considered certain that Prussian troops 
must have occupied that town. Tidings of the capital of 
Bohemia being actually possessed were eagerly looked 
for, not only by those who took a stmiegical interest in 
the campaign, but by all who wished to receive private 
supplies- from Berlin ; for till the railway communication 
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was established parcels could hardly be «q;iected to 
arrive ; and tobacco and cigars, which rank in Germany 
almost on a par with food, were very scarce and a fresh 
supply was eagerly desired. This day^s was a short 
march, but the most unpleasant one which the army had 
yet had. A drizzling rain fell in the early morning, and 
a cold wind was blowing, which drove their wet clothes 
against the soldiers’ bodies, and made them shiver even 
{is they marched ; but towards mid-day the rain ceased, 
and the sun burst through the clouds, so that the men 
got dry ; but heavy rain again fell in the afternoon, and 
the bivouac at niglit was moist and uncomfortable. 
Again this day the countiy' was found fertile, and the 
inhabitants still in their houses ; all received kindly the 
soldiers who came into the cottages along the line of 
march to buy food or tol>acco, and some even expressed a 
desire to become Prussians, stating as a reason that they 
should pay less taxes than under the Austrian rule ; but 
whether this wish was sincere, or only elicited by the 
presence of the Prussian troops and from a desire of flat- 
tering their national pride, is oi)en to question. 

At this time Feldzeugmeister Benedek was working 
hard to re-organize the relics of the Austrian Army of 
the North at OlmUtz. Although over sixty years old, he 
displayed a capacity for labour, both in the saddle and at 
the desk, which would have shamed many a younger 
man. He was at this time ordered to despatch the mass 
of his army by rail to Vienna, where it was to be united 
to tlu‘ Austrian aimy from Italy, under the command of 
the Archduke Albrecht.’ 

^ Letters fVom the corresponciente of the THfnts with the Atistrisn smy. 
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Count Meuinlorf was cli«i>atfheil from Viciiua diifctly, 
after the defeat at Kduij^gnitz, t«) the luaul-quiuters of 
the Army of the North, in older thei-e to inquire into the 
circumstances of that disaster. The consequences of liis 
mission were that a military commission was later 
assembled at Weiner Neustadt, before which Count 
Olam^all^ imd Generals Henikstein, Kiismanics, and 
Benedek himself were summoned to appear. 

General Von John was appointed Chief of the Staff 
to the Archduke Albrecht. The Austrian Government 
wished, by bringing up its Army of the South, to oppose 
a force to the advance of the Prussians, but the troops 
from Italy did not arrive quickly enough. It was only 
on the 12th July that the first detachment of nine thou- 
siuid men anived at Vicnnii. 

From the time of tlie battle of Koniggiiitz, the 
Prussian armies had lost all tnices of the Austrians 
imtil the 8th July, when some of the Crown Princes 
advanced troops fell in with an outjxist of the enemy 
before Zw'ittau, near the junction of the two branches 
of rail which lead from Olmlitz and Brunn to Bomisch 
TrUbau. After a slight skirmish the Austrians fell 
back, and on the 9th the Crown Prince occupied Mah- 
risch Triibau and Zwittau, two towns of Moravia. That 
evening the first corps d’arm4e halted at Zwittau, the 
Guards at Wildenschwert, the fifth corps at Landskron. 

The first intelligence wliich the Piussians received of 
the retreat of the Austrian army had made it appear 
probable that Benedek had withdi-awn the greater jwr- 
tion of it to Briinn, on the direct line to Vienna. Now 
the wjiole of his movements were cleared up. An 
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Austrian fiel<l post happened to Ijc captured in front of 
Miihrisch Trlibau, and many interesting private letters 
found in it, which established the demoralized condition 
of Benedek’s army, as well as a copy of the orders of 
that general for the marches of his corps, and the 
movements of his administrative service It Was tiliiis 
discovered that only the tenth Ahstriaa ebipif aiid the 
heavy cavalry of the Prince of ScMeswig-Boktem had 
been sent to Brtlnn, and that the rest of the Army of 
the North was seeking shelter under the guns of Olmtttz 
until it should be in a fit condition to attack the Prussians. 
A few days later the Austrian cavalry retaliated, and cap- 
tured a Prussian field post, in which a dcs^tch of the 
Crown Prince was found that gave them some valuable* 
information with regard to the Prussian movements. 

On the 10th July, the King of Prussia movbd his 
head-quarters to Zwittau. This day it was known to 
the Prussians that the Austrian Army of the South had 
commeneed its journey to Vienna from Olmiitz by rail- 
way, The transport of this army vras conducted as 
quickly as possible, and between the 7th and the 13th 
Benedek despatched three corps — the 3d, 4th, and 6th — 
to the capital.' When it was ascertained that the 
Austrian army was moving to the south, the march of 
the Crown Prince was directed towards Prerau, that he 
might there cut the railway communication between 
Olmiitz and Vienna. 

On the 10th, a long march of twenty-five miles 

'On no point is there so much proves that 10,000 men, equipped for 
l^opular mistmderstanding as on the the held, is the most that can be safely 
transport of troops by rail in war. Tho calculated upon to l»e moved per day 
experience of the German campaign on a single railway. ^ 
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head-qn of Fifst AmQr to the li^e 
of Nenstadt, which lies about fifty miles to the 
mnth-west of Briinn. It was a wet mornmg; the 
clouds hung low, and a drizzling rain made the soft 
country road deep for the infantry and heavy for the 
artillery and ba^age waggons, for this day the army did 
not move on one of the main chmiss^es, but by one of 
the lesser roads which lead through the highland 
country dividing Bohemia from Moravia. As the road 
ascended, the scenery l)ecame more and more bleak and 
cold ; the corn was in the higher parts <juite short and 
green, and in some places not in ear ; cultivation was 
only on patches of gi'ound, and where tlu* land was not 
’tilled the grass grew short find bare. Cold, hard-looking 
rocks projected everywhere from the soil ; the surface of 
the grbund was thickly strewn with large stones, among 
which a few stunted larch-trees looked as though they 
had to struggle hard to obtain .soil sufficient for even 
their roots. Above the road on the hill-sides grow dense 
forests of spruce and silver fir, the tops of which were for 
the most part .shrouded in a thick mist. The dwellings 
along the line of march were in keeping with the aspect 
of the country — low, dirty, and untidy, without any 
gardens, and, generally standing alone on the bleak hill- 
side, they seemed fitting habitations for the squalid 
and starved-looking inhabitants who lounged in their 
doorways, watching with a lazy curiosity the sol- 
diers marching on the road. The men, thin and with 
sharply-drawn features, seemed to have no work to do, 
but leant lazily against the doorposts smoking long 
black pipes; the women, with feet bare and garments 



Chap. L] ADFAlfCJf TO BltUNN. 114 

scatitiiFi hei^^ 

dirty infant, or eombing out their tangled hair. 

The foot-soldiers trudged sull^y along ; the maieh 
was long for them, and the road bad, but th^ kept up a 
good pace the whole way, and there were no stragglers. 
But they have had Qpough of wet, though, in defiance of 
the rain, they marched with their cloaks rolled up, 
mainly to keep them dry for the night bivouac, and 
longed for dry weather or a harder road. The horses of 
the artillery laboured heavily, but got the guns and 
ponderous waggons, weighty with ammunition and corn- 
sacks full of forage piled up on them, up the quickly- 
recurring bits of steep ascent in the road. At every 
sharp rise the drivers flogged and spurred, the gunners 
pushed behind, and, though the horses stumbled and 
often nearly fell, and the traces were stretched so tight 
that they looked as if they must break, no accident 
occurred, and every artillery carnage arrived safely, at its 
destination. The baggage-waggons did not fare so well. 
Less strongly horsed and not so well driven, they all 
dropped far behind the troops, and a few remained 
stranded on the side of the way with a broken axle- 
tree or a slnveied wheel. 

Near the little town of Swratka the frontier of 
Moravia was passed, but the road that descends from 
it still ran along the hill country of the frontier, and 
only came down into a valley near Neustadt to rise 
again at the beginning of the morrow’s march. Within 
Moravia the country, though perhaps even less fertile, 
was more pleasing. All pretence of cultivation had been 
given up, for trees grew down close to the road, and 
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where there was not wood the ground waa wot and 
ISiaiEBh^, raid dkowed no signs ever hayiug been 
dtamed ; and the horses of the cavalry udio scouted in 
front of the columns floundered along, sinking in it 
above their fetlocks. 

The monotony of the march was jelieved by a spirited 
cavalry skirmish in the little town of Saar, which is 
about six miles to the west of Ncustadt. On t e 
previous night the Austrian hu.ssars of the regiment 
of Hesse-Cas.«tel hold Saar. The Prussian cavaliy' wa.s to 
proceed on the lOth to Gammy, nlwut a mile in front of 
Saar, and the 9th regiment of Uhlans fonned it.s twl- 
vanced guard on the march. The Austrians intended to 
m.arch the .same day to the rear towards Hriinn, and the 
hus-sars were actually as.semhling for jxtrade previous to 
the march when the first patrols of the Prussian Uhhins 
came rattling into the town. The Austrians wen^ 
collecting together from all the ilifferent houses and 
farmyards ; mounted men, filing out of barns and 
.strawhou-ses, were riding slowly towards their rendez- 
vous in the market-place ; men who had not yet 
mounted were leatling their horses, strolling carelessly 
alongside them, when, by some fault of their sentinels, 
they were surpri-sed by the Prussians. The Uhlans were 
much inferior in number at first, but their supports were 
coming up behind them, and this disadvantage was com- 
pensated for by the Austrians being taken unawares. 
The Uhlans .quickly advanced, but did not charge before 
one Austrian squadron had time to form, and only while 
most of the men of the remaining divisions were quickly 
falling into their ranks, though some were cut off from 
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the rendezvous by the Prussians advancing beyond the 
doors from which th^ w;ere issmng, and were nfrerwa^ 
made prisoners. . 

In the market-place al[ ezcitii^ contest at mice began. 
The celebrated cavalry of Austria were attacked by the 
rather depreciated horsemen of Prussia, and the lance, 
the “ queen of weapons," as its admirers love to term it, 
was being engaged in real battle against the sword. The 
first Prussian soldiers who rode into the town were very 
few in number, and they could not attack before some 
more came up. This delay of a few minutes gave the 
Imssars a short time to hurry together from the other 
parts of the touni, and by the time the Uhlans received 
tlieir reinforcements the Austrians were nearly formed. 

As soon as their supports came up the lancers formed 
a lino acro.ss the street, advanced a few yards at a walk, 
then trotted for a short distance, their horses’ feet pat- 
tering on the stones, the men’s swords jingling, their 
accoutrements rattling, and their lances borne upright, 
with the bla<-k and white flags stivaming over their 
heads ; but when near the opening into the broader 
street, which is called the Market-place, a short, sharp 
word of command, a quick, stern note from the trumpet, 
tlie lance-points came down and were sticking out in 
front of the horses’ shoulders, the horses broke into a 
steady gallop, and the lance flags fluttered rapidly from 
the motion through the air, as the horsemen, with bridle 
hands low and bodies bent forward, lightly gripped the 
staves, and drove the points straight to the front. 

But when the Prussians began to gallop, the Austrians 
were also in motion. With a looser formation a,nd a 

VOL. II. I 
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greater speed they eame on, their hlne pelisses, trimmed 
with fur and embroidered with ycdlow, flowing freely 
from their left shoulders, leaving their sword-arms dis- 
eneumbered. 'I’heir heads, well up, carried the single 
eagle’s feather in eveiy cap straight in the air ; their 
swords ycre raised, bright an<l shai-p, ready to strike', as 
their wiiy little horses, pressed tight by the knees of the 
riders, came hounding along, and dashed against the 
Prussian ranks as if they would leap over the points of 
the laneea The Uhlans swayed heavily under the shock 
of the collision, but, rt'covering again, jwessed on, though 
only at a walk. In front of them were mount.e<l men, 
striking with their swords, parrying the lance-thrusts, 
hut unable to reach the lancer ; hut the ground was also 
covered with men and horses, struggling together to ris<* ; 
l(M>se horses were galloping away; dismounted . hussars 
in their blue uniforms and long hoots were hurrying off 
to try to cat<h their chargers or to avoid the lanc(*- 
{)oint.s. The Uhlan line appeared unbroken, hut the. 
hussars were almost dispersed. They had da.shed up 
against the finner Pnis.sian ranks, and they had recoiled, 
shivered, scattered, and broken as a wave is broken that 
dashes against a cliff. In the few moments that the 
ranks were locked together, it seems that the hornemen 
were so closely jammed against each other that lance or 
sword w’as hardly used. The hussars escaped the points 
in rushing in, hut their speed took them so close to the 
lancers’ breasts that they had not even room to use their 
swords. Then the Prussians, stouter and taller men, 
mounted on heavier horses, mostly bred from English 
sires, pressed hard on the light frames and the smaller 
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horaes of the hussars, and by mere weight and physical 
strength bore them back, and forced them from their 
seats to the ground j or sometimes, so rude w’as the 
shock, sent horse and man bounding backwards, to come 
down with a clatter on the pavement. 

The few Austrians who remained mounted flight for 
a short time to stop the Prussian advance, but they 
could make no impression on the lancers. Wherever a 
hussar made a dash to close three points bristled 
couched against his chest or his horse’s breast, for the 
AustrLans were now in inferior numbers in the streets 
to the Prussians, and the naiTOwness of the way would 
not allow them to retire for their reserves to charge. So 
the Prussians pressed steadily forward in an invulnerable 
line, and the Austrians, impotent to stop them, had to 
fall back Ijefore them. Before they had gone far through 
the town fighting this irregular coinbat more Pnissian 
cavalry came up behind the Uhlans, and the Austrians 
Ix'gan to draw off. The lancei-s pushed after them, but 
the hussam got away, and at the end of the town the 
pursuit ceased. One ofiicer and twenty-two non-com- 
missioned oflicers and privates taken prisoners, with 
nearly forty captui’ed horses, fell into the hands of the 
Uhlans, as the trophies of this skirmish. Some of the 
piisoners were wounded ; a fet^r hussars killed, and two 
or three Prussians were left dead upon the ground. 

One or two of the privates taken prisoners weiv 
Germans, but by far the greater number were Hun- 
garians — smart, soldierlike-looking fellows, of a wiry 
build ; they looked the very perfection of light horse- 
men, but were no match in a miUe for the tall, strong 

I 2 



1 16 ssrsy WEEKS' war. [Book IX. 

cavalry sokliers of Pnissia, who seemed with ouc hand 
to be able to wring them frt»m tlieir sjnldles, and hurl 
them to the ground. 

The inhabitants of Neustadt imported that there was 
an Austrian cavalry division of four n'giment.s at O.strau, 
a village alnnit six miles south of Saar, and it seemed 
clear from the reports of the prisoners that theix* was a 
strong cavalr}’ foire in front of the advancing Prassians. 
On the 10th July five hundred Italians, deserters from 
the Austrian service, surrendered themselves to General 
Von Bittenfeld, the commander of the Army of the 
Ells', and voluntcei-ed to serve during the war in the 
Prus.sian arihy; but the King had no need of foreign 
troops, and very naturally declined the profFered services 
of men who had been iaithless to one cause, and ordered 
that they should be scut to Italy, where they might 
perhaps have an opportunity of proving thidr patriotism 
on the Mincio. 

The sjimc day all the Saxon prisoners who had been 
taken during the campaign were released and sent to 
theii' homes, on condition of taking an oath not to ser\'e 
against Prussia during the war. They all took the oath, 
and went to Saxony ; but many seemed to quit their 
prisons with regret, for they had no money, and they 
f -ared that there wouhl lie no work to be found in their 
own countiy ; but this fear ought not to have been 
well-grounded, for the harvest in Saxony was close at 
hand, and -the crops there had not been trampled down 
by battles or bivouacs. 

The weather on the 1 1th was Iwjtter than that of the 
previous day. Tlie sun slionc out warm, Und lighted up 
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the dark groves of fir-wood which hung above the road, 
and shining on the trunks of the silver firs relieved the 
monotonous dark green of the foliage. The road was 
very hilly, and in some places bad, but it was drying 
quickly under the influence of the sun, and the soldiers 
marched cheerfully, careless of the depressing^ weather 
which had lately been the rule. The way still lay 
througli the Moravian highlands, but the increased lieat 
of the sun, the presence of oak and ash among the firs, 
the yellower crops and more abundant grass showed 
that the army was gradually working down towards 
the valley of the Schwarzawa ; but the country did not 
become more plain, nor did the rivulets tumble down 
alongside the road in less frequent miniature cataracts ; 
on the contrary, the ground was more broken up in liills 
and valleys. The former were not high, nor did they 
run in any chain, or in any order ; sometimes they rose 
as huge, isolated, rounded masses, the tops of which Avere 
shrouded in fir plantations, \rhile abutting mica rocks 
projecting from their sides reflected brightly the rays of 
the sun ; sometimes they ran in tortuous ridges, break- 
ing suddenly into a steep ravine, to allow the passage of 
a watercoui'se ; or throwing up some huge masses of rock 
which, sparkling in the sunlight, contrasted strongly with 
the dark leaves of the surrounding trees, seemed to form 
natural castles to defend the road. In such a country 
a few riflemen might have delayed seriously the mtirch 
of the army, but the advanced guard had patrolled the 
paths through all the Avoods, had sent scouts to the top 
of every hill, had looked doAvn into every ravine, and, 
though the Austrian cavalry Avas known to be between 
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U\em and Brttnn, they marched on to Tisclmowitz 
MriUiout finding an Austrian Jiiger, or meeting with any 
opposition to their progress. 

Fifteen miles from Neustadt, where it had lialted the 
night before, the Head-quarter Staff turned aside from 
the roiul, followed a rough count lane for two miles, 
and then plungcil by a iugge<l, winding path into a deep 
ravine formed by one of the feeders of the Schwarzawa. 
On the side of the ravine over whit'h the path led 
through a thick wood, perched high on a prominent 
loek, and rising above fir-trees, stood the old Schloss of 
li4Tnstcin, where it had been eon.sidered advisable to fix 
head-quarters for the night. The battlements and lt>i>p- 
holed walls of the ohl castle stirnigly lighted up by the 
sun, the steep ravine below sunk in shade, the Indmets 
of the escort, the line t)f armed and mountt‘d num, 
formed a scene which savoured more of romanef' than 
of modem war. 

The Prince Frederick Charles and his staff turned 
down the twisting path, cimscd the river by a wooden 
bridge close to a water-mill, and, by a more cjusy ascent 
on the other side, gained the gate, which still bore the 
marks of where a i)ortcullis had been. But in the yard 
within every-day life Was mdely rectUlcd. The spare 
horses of the officers had already arrived, and indignant 
glooms were anathematizing fiercely because they could 
get no stabling for their charges ; the steep road forbade 
the approach of the forage waggons, and neither hay nor 
com were to be found in the antiquated building. Tlu^ 
appearance of the Commander-in-chief for a few momenta 
hushed the clamour, but when he rode on each aggrieved 
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domestic made a rush at bis master, and loudly poured 
forth the tale of his sorrows. A compromise was effected, 
for hay and com had been provided at a farmhouse near 
at liand ; and when the servants were assured that the 
liorses should have food, they bore with resignation that 
they must be all night without cover. 

But attention was soon called away from Isoth the 
scenery and the horses by the arrival of an Ulilan oflScer 
from the advanced guard, who rode up the yard at a 
gallop, and, jumping off his horse before the Commander- 
in-chief, with his hand to his forehead, delivered si 
hurried report. 

The advanced guard had found the enemy’s cavalry 
in strong force at Tischnowitz, and the Duke of Meck- 
lenburg had sent him to Prince Frederick Charles to 
rc'port the fact and receive his orders. The orders 
were soon written, and Major Von Capprivi, a staff- 
officer, who has a high reputation in this army, wa.s 
entrusted to deliver them to the commander of the 
advanced guard. 

Major Capprivi’s hoi’se was tired with a long maivh, 
and Tischnowitz lay fifteen miles off, but he had no 
choice but to carry the order, and in a few minutes he 
was ready to start. With him went tliree officers, who 
had iKjcn employed as aides-de-camp at head-quarters, hut 
whose regiments were in the advanced guai’d, and who 
went to join them for the action which was expected. 
Kevolvers were inspected, and the priming carefully 
looked to, for Austrian patrols were expected to bo on 
the road, and it was just possible that the little hand 
might have to ride for their lives. But they .started in 
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high spirits, for the excitement of probable battle nen'o«l 
them, and two hours of a sharp trot brought them to 
Tischnowitz. 

Here, in a small town on the bank.s of the Sehwarzawa, 
the Austrian cavalry had taken up their position. 'Pho 
roatl leading to the town goi's straight jilong the valley, 
and koeping a direct course is obliged some three or four 
times to eros.s bv wooden - bridges the channel of the 
stream, which is here about fifty feet wide. When the 
Duke of Met-klenburg, with the advanced guard, was 
approaching Tischnowitz, he perceived that the eiu niy 
was in the town, and in strong force of cavalry with 
artillery in the plain beyond, where he occupied a posi- 
tion which could not Ikj turned by cavalry on account of 
the rugged nature of the hills on either flank. But the 
Austrians, besides the hoi'semen in the town and on the 
far .side, had thrown out three .sipiadrons in the direction 
of Ti.schnowitz, of which the centre; one was in the road 
fiiid l)etween the* bridge.s, and the right and left were 
thrown into the corn-fields on cither side. The Pru.s.sian 
troopci-s, few in number, who fanned tin; advance of the 
advanced guard, had ridden forward toward the bridges, 
and had almost begun to cross the first before they 
perceived the hostile cavalry. Then they found that 
Ijoth their flanks were ex 2 )osed to attack, and that the 
.squadron in the road in front of them was getting ready 
to charge. The Prussian advanced guard was from the 
2d regiment of dragoons of the Guard the Austriaji 
.squadrons were lancers, and it seemed that the skirmish 
of the previous day between SAvord and lance Avould be 
repeated with the weapons in opposite hands. 
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But the lieutenant commanding the small Prussian 
{ulvanccd guard, seeing that Ic was too weak to force 
liis way, and fearing to l)e surrounded and cut off, re- 
treated a short distance to where a sUght rise in the 
ground gave him a certain advantage of position, and 
tlicre drawing up his little force awaited an attack, l)ut 
with no intention of meeting it with tlie sword. While 
his men were yet retiring, they were unbuckling their 
carbines, and before they had turned to stand, their 
<pii(kly-loaded arms, constructed on the same principle 
tis the needle-gun, were ready to fire. And not too soon, 
for the Austrians had l^egun to advance quickly, and 
wore defiling over the bridge, prepared to form line and 
charge, when a sudden volley from the Prussian carbines 
made them pull up shaq), half suqnised, half frightened 
to find that a carbine could Ije of any use, except to make 
noise or smoke, in tlu" hands of a mounted man. But the 
Pnissians did not wait to obseiwe the discomfitm-e of 
their enemies : their officer only noticed that they wei-e 
in too strong force to be allowed to get near his much 
smaller band, and again he retreated a little distance; 
and so quick were the dragoons with their loading that 
their carbines were almost ready to fire again before they 
timied to retire. The Austrians, again fonned to charge, 
and again before they had settled into their stride a 
rapid volley stopped their career. Again the Piussians 
retired, and again faced about ready to fire another 
wlley. Again the Austrians came on, and again the 
fire of the dragoons stoppi'd them short ; but this was 
the last time, for the whole of the first s(iuadron of the 
dragoons wei’c now up, and had formed line beside the 
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few who hail hitlierto pr<*veiiN‘(l the adwmee (if the 
huieei'S. 

Then the dragoons advanced to charge, and the 
Austrians, glad to exchange the chance f»f i losi- (juarter.-^ 
for the liix^ of the carbines, came forwanl tn meet them. 
Both sides advanced -steadily : the lancers, with their 
spears in rest, came on in an appari'iitly impenetrable 
lino; but the dragoons, with their sword-points to the 
front and their hui-si*s well in hand, lK)ro steadily «l«nvn 
upon them, in the hist few yards lot tlu'ir horses go, and 
dashed in through the points of the lances. Tluur 
commander, Major Von Shack, went dovra, grievously 
wounded, but his men thought of his fall only to avenge 
it, and rushed in so clorffe to the lancers that their spears 
were useless, smiting them heavily with their keen bright 
swords. A few moments only the m^lh lasted ; then 
the lancers, turning, flew towards the town. The 
dragoons pursued, but their officer kept them well in 
hand, and they did not lose their order. When the 
'street was gained the lancers turned again, the swords- 
men thundered down upon them, and by shei'r weight 
and strength of blows Iwe them Im-kward.s along the 
street. Tlie fight was long and liard. 'fin' men, too 
close together to use their weapons, grappled with i>ne 
another ; the horses, frightened and enraged, 8nort<‘d, 
plunged, reared, and struck out. But the Pru.ssian.s 
had superior weight and strength, and pressed their 
antagonists -back along the streets to a wider space in 
the centre of the town, where a high image of the 
Madonna, carved in stone, looked down upon the fray. 
Here an Austrian officer, hurled from his saddle by u 
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t.'ill l^russian dragoon, had his brains dashed out jigainst 
tli<‘ foot of the monument, and another Austrian, bent 
ba( l< wards over the cantle of his saddle, had his spine 

1) rokon by the strength of his assailant. The light 
Austrian men and liorsc*s had no chance in tliis close 
coidliet, and soon they wei’o obliged to turn, and fled 
down the street to where tJieir supports Avere drawn 
up behind the town. Here there was a stix)ng force 
of Austrian cavaliy, and u battery of horse artillery 
was placed so as to sweep tin* rojid. But the cavalry 
drew ofi' without waiting for an attack, and the artil- 
lery retired without firing a shot; which can only be 
accounted for by believing, as the country people ssdd, 
that there was no ammunition with the guns. The 
Prussian supports came up and pushed two miles beyond 
the town, but the Austrians had drawn off too quickly 
to again allow an engagement; and the outposts were 

2) lacod here for the night. Then the Duke of Mecklen- 
burg made his arrangements for his advance to Briinn 
the next morning; and when he had ^ven a general* 
sketch of his plans. Major Von Capprivi and Captain 
Von Bcrgmann, the sta|F officer attached to the advanced 
guard, retired to a back room in the small eountr}’’ inn 
of TischnoAntz, and, by the light of a single tallow candle, 
discussed till late into the night, and sketched upon 
their maps, the details of the occupation of the capibd 
of Moravia. 

. The march was ordered for four o’clock in the morn- 
ing, for it Avas expected that the Austrian cavalry would 
defend the approach to the tOA^^l, and it was intended to 
surprise them before they had made their dispositions. 
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It was after nudiiight that the two staff olliccrs threw 
themsclv’es on some tru.s.se.s of straw to catch a few .short 
houm of sleep In^fore the «*ommenoement of an operation 
which might iwhaps have lajen one of the most ilo isivi' 
of the campaign, for the plans were .skilfully laid, and it 
.seemed that if the Austrians attempted to stand in front 
of the town a great part of their cavalry would have 
l>een captured. All that the staff appeared to fear was 
that the cavalry would draw off through the town K^forc 
dayUghl^ and too early for the dispositions for their 
capture to be carried out — ^for the infantry who were r-c- 
quired to invest the further side of Brilnn had marched 
fiu: in the day, and were too tired to 1)e sent forward 
Ijefore dayhix'ak. 

At three o'clock on the morning of the 12th July, the 
.soldiers of the advanced guard of the First Pnissian 
.^\Tmy were roused from their billets, and Ijegan making 
their prepai-atioiw for the man h. Homes were .siiddled ; 
the eloak.s in which the men had been sleeping were 
rolled up and buckled on the iwmmels, girth.s and bridle 
reins carefully in.sjK*cted, ami the trooinu's, iK'fore they 
mounte<l, drew their hands along the edges of their 
swords to test the shaqmess of their weapou.s. The 
officers looked to the loading of their revolvem, tind 
buckled their pistols round their waists, so that they 
might be easily got at in case of need ; and it xvas 
expected that they would l)e required, for three divisions 
of Austrian cavalry were reported to be between the 
.small town where the advanced guard halted the pre- 
vious night and Brlinn, and the Duke of Mecklenburg 
had only three cavalry regiments with him. 
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A t a quarter lK*forc four, before the sun was up, the 
tro<>i).s began marching out of Tischnowitz, and in 
three-quarters of uii hour formed up before the little 
village of Hradsehau, which the most advanced outposts 
had occupied during the former night. Here the Duke 
of Mecklenburg called his principal officers round him, 
and told them that he expected to find three divisions of 
the enemy’s cavaliy, forming together a force of twelve 
regiments, in front of him ; but that his orders were to 
occupy Briinn if possible, and that he intended to 
advance immediately. The troops were then formed in 
the order in which they were to move behind a ridge 
of rising ground, over which the Briinn road rises and 
falls, about a quarter of a mile beyond Hradsehau. The 
2d dragoons of the Guard led ; they were followed by 
the Ziethen Hussars and a battery of horse artillerj* ; 
then came a battalion of Jagers, followed by the rest of 
the infantry and artillerj", and a regiment of lancer's 
closed the rear. 

As soon as the formation was complete, the dragoons 
sent out their scouts, and in a few minutes the top of the 
ridge was studded with mounted men who showed out 
clear against the morning sky. Everj^ horseman enmed 
his carbine in his right hand, ready to fire ; but the staft’ 
listened in vain for the shcarp emek which would tell 
that the enemy was in sight ; and the scouts, after peering 
forward for a few moments, dipped down behind the 
ridge, and were liidden. Then the dragoons advanced 
along the road. When their leading troops gained the 
top of the ascent they spread out right and left, and 
imshed across the fields that lay on either side of the 
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way. The hussai*s, in column of troop.s, followed along 
the highway, raising a cloud of dust which almo.st hid 
them, and from its midst rose the steady patter «)f Imr'ses' 
feet and the jingle of steel whicli mark the march of 
cavalry. The guns rumhled held ml, with rammers and 
sponges ready for action, and limher-hoxes unlocked, 
each <dosely followed by its mounted gunnel’s, prepared 
to spring down and twist the muzzle round towartls the 
front. Cjvrefully beating through the corn, and covering 
every piece of rising ground, the dragoons steadily 
advanced ; hut no sign of an enemy was seen, and the 
advanced scouts reached the village of Tschepen without 
findiii" traces of even a la.st night’s bivouac. 

Here the road ran through a narrow defile, u ith high 
1 tanks covered with phintations, and the hous(‘s of the', 
village standing acro.ss the pass would have formed a 
strong [x>8ition for the Au-strians to hold. On approach- 
ing the \'illage the cavalry was lialtcd, and the riflemen 
were .sent for to beat through the wood and piush in 
among the houses. The halt was not long, for in a few 
minutes the Jagers came up quickly with a long swinging 
stride, passed by the cavalry, and burst like a pack of 
hounds into the \nllage and up the sides of the .slopes. 
Now and then a dark green uniform appeared among the 
trees only to disappear again ; and here and there among 
the houses the sunlight glancing back from a rifle baircl, 
ever further advanced, showed that the skirmishei’s were 
working forward, but the sound of no .shot came back, 
and it was clear that the village was deserted. The 
cavalry and guns then moved on, and filed along the 
narrow street ; but the Jilgers were still kept in front. 
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for the (Tcfilc did not end till the village of Gurein was 
j)aH8ed. The dragoons then spread out again, and went 
pooping inquisitively into every hollow, ferreting out 
tli(5 inhabitants of the cottages to give information, and 
stopping every peasant who seemed to be in too pressing 
a hurry to get away in the direction in which the 
Austrian cavalry was supposed to lie. 

/File country people a.S8erted %vith one accord that the 
Austrians liad retired through Briinn the night before or 
early that' morning, and there were no troops in front of 
the town ; that a few dragoons and lancers had bivouacked 
the previous evening just outside Briinn, but had passed 
through at daylueak, and were already far on the road 
to Vienna. 

The road ran over successive ridges, each of which 
would have been an advantageous standing-point for the 
.Austrians had they meant to oppose the Pru.ssian advance 
into the town. As position after’ position was covered 
by the scouts without finding the enemy, and as the 
stories of the country people were always the same, the 
Staff began to believe that the Austrian cavalry had 
really retired, and that their troops would seize the place 
without opposition. The road from Tischnowitz strikes 
the high road from Zwittau to Briinn about six miles 
before reaching the latter town, and when this point was 
passed it seemed almost sure that the way was clear, and 
that the Austrians had drawn off ; and here this assurance 
received a further confirmation, for at this point a 
dragoon came in bringing with him two travellers, who 
had in the morning left BrUnn for Zwittau, and had been 
stopped on their way by the foremost Prussian patrol. 
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Glad to exchange their information for pcnnission to pro- 
ceed on their journey, they willingly told that the town 
w’a.s deserted by troops, and that all the Au.strians had 
retired early in the morning. 

But the march wa.s continued, notwithstanding thc.se 
reports, with even greater [»i’ecaution ; the scouts were as 
alert as liefoi*e, and the main body moved through tin' 
corn-land by the side of the road, prepared to form line 
of battle. Alxuit eight o’clock the h'ading troops ascemh d 
a gentle slope, from the top of which the capital (*f 
Mora\'ia could be .seen lying four miles Ix'forc them. 
Here a halt was called, and the staff-officers went 
forward a little way to reconnoitre. 

The .sun shone brightly on the splrc.S of the churches 
and on the roofs of the houses, but no swords or .spear- 
heads glittered in its light ; and on the fort of the 
Spielberg, on the we.stcrn side of the town, no guns 
could be seen, and no sentinels stood upon the ramparts. 
A\niite flags of truce were flying from every steeple and 
from every tower, and, instead of the Austrian coloui-s, a 
w’hitc sheet waved from the flagstaff of tin; fort. It w’as 
evident that the town had surrendered. In a few 
miniites a deputation from the magistracy arrived to 
announce officially that the town was deserted by the 
Austrian troops, and praying that it might not be given 
up to pillage. Tim Duke of Mecklenburg willingly 
promised that the property of the inhabitants should Ihi 
secure to them, for there had been no intention to allow' 
plundering. 

Then, after an hour^s halt, the troops again advanced, 
and soon got between two lines of villas which 8tan<l 
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outside the town on each side of the road. The scouts 
came cantering in, and, drawing together on the road, 
formed an advanced guard, behind which the Duke of 
Mecklenburg and his staff rode. Before the actual town 
was reached, a deputation — the burgomaster and magi- 
strates — ^were seen coming to meet the troops in cabs 
with white flags flying from them, and each with a 
broad band of w'hite round his arm. As soon as they 
saw the staff they sprang out of their carriages, and, 
wdth hats in hand, came fonvard bowing, with many 
praycm for the preservation of their city froin pillage. 
They had much wealth in the city, and they feared for 
their property. 

The Prussian commander answered them courteously, 
but told them that his men had marehed early and had 
no provisions, and that, therefore, he should be much 
obliged to them to fiu-nish dinner for 8,000 soldiers, and 
forage for 2,500 horses. The magistrates started back 
to the town to proeure the rations. 

AVhen the deputation Avas dismissed the troops again 
advanced. The line of spectators became thicker along 
the side of the road, crowds of inhabitants along the 
side of the way comted the smiles of the soldiers, white 
flags hung from every window, and the inmates of many 
houses, with a mockery of enthusiasm, had hung out 
green boughs and UToaths of leaves to welcome the 
invaders of their countiy. 

The dragoons were sent on in advance, and Avciit 
clattering through the towm to occupy the bridges on 
the further side ; Jiigers swung sw’iftly forward to seize 
the railway station, the post-office, and the telegraph 
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bureau ; and the rest of the infantry marched in with 
music playing, seized the Spielberg, and took possession 
of the capital of Moravia, 

Prince Fivderick Charles came in late in the afternoon 
at the head of General Manstein’s division. When he 
reached the Platz he halted, and drew on one side to 
.see his men march past him. Tlie soldiers had been 
on the road since two o’clock in the morning, but the 
regiments marched as if they had not come two miles. 
With steady tramp and all in step, with unbroken ranks 
luul battidions undimiuished by straggle i-s, they marched 
into the town. Dusty and worn boots alone showed 
that they had come across Bohemia, fought a great 
battle, and had been marching lately over twenty-five 
miles a day ; for they had halted outside to bru.sh their 
clothes, and they came in with cloak.s well-folded, knaj)- 
•sacks as well put on, and arms as clean, as if they liad 
Ix'cn in ganison at home. The 60th, a regiment re- 
nowned for its marching, w'ell sustained its reputation ; 
the men, shoulder to shoulder, close as if linked together, 
moved forward like a solid w’all, and notwithstanding 
their fatigue, for they had come over thirty miles, 
stepped in such perfect cadence from front to rear of the 
regiment that only one footfall was heard upon the pavt*- 
ment, Tlie 24th, tall men and w'ell-built, came along 
with heads well up and rifles carried as if they could 
not know fatigue, and were quite unaware that they 
Ijore a heavy knapsack on their shoulders. The other 
regiments also marched bravely, and their chief looked 
that day as proud of his troops as when he stood among 
them victorious on the summit of the Sadowa hill ; and 
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well he might, for the Prussian army has given proof of 
an endurance of fatigue and of a power of marching 
which have rarely been equalled in the annals of war ; 
for the marches had not been made by small detach- 
ments or over open ground, but by large masses, along 
deep and heavy roads, encumbered with artillery and 
crowded with carriages. 

The head-quarters of the First Army halted at Briinn 
on the 13th July. The troops had marched their shoes 
off their feet, and no repairs could be made during the 
late rapid marches ; the horses of the cavalry wanted 
rest and shooing, the saddlery required looking to, 
reserves of ammunition had to be brought up, and it 
was necessary to establish dep6ts and hospitals. The 
advanced guard was, however, pushing on that morning 
to Medritz, about six miles beyond the town, on the 
road to Vienna. All day long the remaining troops of 
the First Army were marching in. Regiment after regi- 
ment, with band playing and drums beating, tramped 
steadily along the pavement, drawing behind its long 
line of glittering bayonets the heavy wagons which 
carry resei^-^e cartridges and hospital stores, and always 
follow close in rear of the battalions. The townspeople 
had quite recovered from the panic caused by the ap- 
proach of the Prussians. All the shops were open, the 
manufactories were at work, the market-place was 
studded vsdth country women who sat among the piled 
arms or on the poles of the artillery carriages, making 
up nosegays or selling fruit, for which there was a great 
demand among the soldiers. These, for many days, had 
tasted little but black bread and commissariat meat, 

K 2 
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carried straight to the camp cooking-firc from the uewly- 
kUled ox ; for, in order to save transport, the bullocks 
for food were marched in rear of the regiments^ and on 
arriving at the halting place were killed, to be immedi- 
ately cooked and eaten. But here the men had good 
food, for the magistracy was held responsible that they 
should be supplied with their rations. 

Eveiy hotel, every restaurant, every caf6, was ci oAvdcd 
with officers, who, having laid aside their dusty ma cliiiig 
clothes, were dressed in unifonns as bright as would be 
worn in Berlin ; but unshaven beards, close-cropped 
hair, and the absence of epaulettes, showed that they 
Avere still on a camimign. 

Soldiers AAdth cleaned and pipeclayed belt, AATll-bru.shed 
coats, and smart white trousers, Arhich had boon carried, 
by some Avonderful means, unsullied in the recesses of 
their knapsacks, crowded the streets, filled the beershops, 
and drove bargains Avith the proprietors of the tobacco 
and pipe stalls. 

The lower class of inhabitants mixed freely among the 
.soldiers, and under their guidance inspected, half timidly, 
half curiously, the Avonderful needle-gun of Avhich they 
had heard so much, and numbers of which, piled four 
together, were standing in long lines in the market-place. 

Newspapers containing Imperial decrees dated from 
Vienna Avere freely hawked about the street. One of 
these told officially that Field Marshal the Archduke 
Albrecht had been appointed Commander-in-chief of the 
Avhole Austrian army, with Field Marshal Von John as 
his Chief of the Staff; and another, that Austria was 
about to open a loan of 200,000,000 guldens. Cabs 
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pushed about the town, through the crowded streets, 
conveying impatient staff officers, who had to find 
quarters for some general, fxt billets for some raiment 
which was just arriving — ^no easy Ibr nearly 
the whole infantry of the First Army was in Brttnn, 
and though the magistracy, anxious to please the Prus- 
sians, crowded the men upon the householders, accom- 
modation was scarce. Every house had twenty or 
twenty-five soldiers quartered upon it, but they did 
not give the inmates much trouble, for a couple of 
rooms with a few trusses of straw, and the use of the 
kitchen fire to cook their food, was all they wanted ; 
and they did not stay much in their billets, but wandered 
al)out the town or sat in the beerhouses smoking with 
quiet enjoyment the long wooden pipes which, fi’om 
want of tobacco, had been useless for some time past, 
but which had seldom been forgotten or left behind on 
the line of march, while some wrote long letters to their 
friends at home, and sent off to wives or mothers in 
Prussia all that they could save from their small pay. 

The King arrived that afternoon, and established his 
head-quarters in the town-hall. With him came Count 
Bismark and the Minister of War. Few people had 
collected to see him enter the town, and the populace 
made no demonstration of any kind; the magistrates 
received him with the most obsequious politeness, each 
with the white and red badge of neutrality bound 
broad round the left arm. 

Many rumours of an armistice were flying about, for 
M. Benedetti, the French Ambassador at Berlin, was 
there, and it was known that the Emperor of the French 
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was bringing his influence to bear upon the Prussian 
Court in favour of peace. Count Bismark was for some 
time closeted with the Ambassador in an upper room 
of the town-hall, Avhere, undisturbed by tlio hum wliieh 
rose from the crowded streets, they were supposed to 
be discussing the conditions of an armistice. The latest 
Austrian newspapers said that the Kaiser had deter- 
mined that no attempt should be made to defend tlie 
capital itself, for it was thought better to let the town 
be occupied peaceably by an enemy than be exposed to 
the possibility of a bombardment. But though at this 
time it might have been intended that the Austrian 
troops should abandon Vienna, preparations were being 
made to continue the war. The army from the Italian 
frontier was being brought up towards the Danube, to 
add 120,000 men to the troops at present round the 
capital. 

While the army halted here, reserve troops were being- 
advanced into Bohemia to secure the communications 
with Saxony, and to keep order in rear of the armies, 
where the peasantry, having possessed themselves with 
weapons from the fields of battle, had begun to plunder 
convoys and to attack small escorts or patrols. The first 
reserve corps occupied Bohemia. Prague and Pardubitz 
were garrisoned in force, and the second reserve corps 
had been organized at Leipzig to act against the flank of 
the Bavarians. General Von Falckenstein was named 
Prussian Commandant of Bohemia, and General Man- 
teuffel took his place in the command of the Army of the 
Maine. 

But -many considered that all these precautions were 
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useless, and that the army would never move south of 
Briinn. The visit of the French Ambassador, quickly 
reported from billet to billet, fell as a cold chill on the 
enthusiasm of the troops, for they longed to go to Vienna, 
and conclude the campaign by an entrance into the 
capital. But they also wished for the end of the war, 
and longed for home, so they hated the idea of delay, and 
anticipated with disgust an armistice, by the conditions 
of which the army might be retained at Brunn for a con- 
siderable time. A flag of truce was sent that day to the 
Austrian advanced guard, which lay beyond Medritz, and 
the staff ofiicer who Avent with it carried a letter to be 
given to the Austrian Commander-in-chief. The con- 
tents of the letter were known only in the King's head- 
quarters, but popular rumour did not fail to assei-t that 
the flag of truce carried with it a despatch to open nego- 
tiations which would conclude a peace. 

The railway communication with Saxony was all but 
re.stored, and was actually opened on the 15th. 

When Prague was occupied by the Prussian troops on 
the 8th, thirty locomotive engines and some thousand 
railway carriages were found at the railway station, and 
with this supply of rolling stock the railway was soon 
opened for military purposes between Prague and BrUnu. 
A broken bridge between Munchengratz and Jung-Bunz- 
lau required several days for its repair, and still prevented 
communication with Berlin, but as soon as this viaduct 
was restored the army was able to receive supplies by the 
route of Tumau, Prague, and Pardubitz. The line was 
long, beeause the shorter route through Joseplistadt and 
Koniggratz was closed by those fortresses, and the guns 
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of Theresienstadt prevented the line to Dresden from 
being used ; but communication by it required much loss 
time than by the rough roads over which the convoys 
had hitherto to travel, and as soon as it was open sup- 
plies aiTived much more quickly than while they were 
carried for many long miles over rough hill roads, along 
which the waggons jolted slowly and painfully. 

The Army of the Elbe, after the battle of Koniggiutz, 
formed the right wing of the general advance of the 
Prussians from Przelautsch and Pardubitz. It followed 
the most direct road southwards, and on the 10 th July 
reached Iglau, and there crossed the boundary line be- 
tween Bohemia and Moravia. Here it found detachments 
of General Edelsheim s cavalry in its front, but they 
retired without making any resistance to its tidvance. 
The capture of the imperial manufactory of cigars at 
Iglau supplied Herwarth’s soldiers with plentiful rations of 
tobacco, the want of which is so much missed by German 
troops. In the neighbourhood of Iglau Henvarth cap- 
tured one hundred transport waggons. He then moved 
forwards in the direction of Znaym. 



CHAPTER 11. 

TOBITSCHAU. 

When the Archduke Albrecht assumed the command of 
all the Austrian troops in the field, he could not retain 
Bencdek’s army in Olmiltz, unless he consented to sacri- 
fice Vicima without a blow, for it was not strong enough 
to delay the advance of the Prussians by acting against 
their flank and communications. • He might have deter- 
mined to occupy the line of the March with the Army of 
the North and the troops from Italy, but he had not time 
to take lip a strong position here before the Prussians 
would be upon him. The line of this river was also 
badly suited for a defensive position, as an army lying 
along it would have had a range of mountains, that of 
the Lower Carpathians, in its rear. An occupation of the 
line of the Waag, with his left wiug supported on 
Komorn, his centre at Lcopoldstadt, and his Army of the 
North posted along the hills on the left bank of that 
river, which entirely command the plain on the right 
bank, while his Army of the South held the Danube near 
Vienna, would have afforded the Archduke many advan- 
tages. The Prussians could not have advanced against 
Vienna without exposing their flanks and communica- 
tions to the Army of the North, nor could they have 
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moved against tliis army without placing themselves in 
unfavourable circumstances. They would have been 
obliged to cross the March and the Lower Carpathians, to 
fight a battle where they would have had a river and a 
line of hills in front of them, a chain of mountams and a 
river in their rear. It appears, however, that the Arch- 
duke feared that the Prussians, by seizing the passes of 
the Carpathians, might have neutralized the action of his 
Army of the North, and have pushed on against the 
capital, for he determined to take up the line of the 
Danube from Krems to Presburg, with his centre resting 
on the fortifications of Florisdorf, in front of Vienna. 
Yet a battle lost here would have yielded up all Hungiu-y 
to his enemy, and have placed Austria entirely at the 
mercy of Prussia. Benedek was ordered to send his army 
from Olmlitz to Vienna, and by the 14th July he had 
despatched his third, fourth, and sixth corps by railway 
to the capital. On the 15th, while more of his troops 
were actually upon the line, the railway communication 
between Olmutz and Vienna was cut near Lundenburg, 
by the cavalry of the advanced guard of Prince Charles, 
which had been pushed forward from Brunn.' Benedck 
could send no more troops by rail ; he resolved, with 
the first, second, and eighth corps, which still remained 
at Olmlitz, to march by road to the Danube. One bri- 
gade of the eighth corps, followed by a large proportion 
of artillery, moved by way of Tobitschau and Kremser, 
on the right bank of the March. The main body, accom- 
panied by Benedek in person, moved on the left bank of 
the March, by way of Prerau ; while a garrison of twenty- 

' See page 159. 





Ghat. IL] 


TOBITSCSAU. 


five thousand men was left in Ohutttz. This movement 
of the Austrian general brought on the 

ACTION OF TOBITSCHAU. 

The army of the Crown Prince, after leaving Pardu- 
bitz, was directed, as has been already seen, in the direc- 
tion of Olmtitz. On the 14th July the advanced guard 
of the first corps d’arm^e reached Prosnitz, about twelve 
miles to the southward of Olmutz. This advanced guard 
consisted of General Buddenbrock’s brigade, which had 
been reinforced by some additional artillery, and was 
accompanied by the first regiment of hussars. Near 
Prosnitz some detachments of hostile cavalry made theii’ 
appearance, advancing from Wrahartz. These were 
Saxon dragoons, which, after a slight skirmish, the Prus- 
sian hussars drove back to Kralitz and Biskupitz, on the 
river Blatta. On the 12th the Crown Prince determined 
to leave only one corps to masl^Olmiitz and the Austrian 
entrenched camp. With his other corps he resolved to 
lean towards his right, and keep open his communications 
with Prince Frederick Charles. On this day the Guards 
were at Kdnitz, the fifth corps at Plumenau. Orders 
were issued that on the 16 th the cavalry reserve by way 
of Plin, and the first corps from Prosnitz, should make an 
attack on Prerau, and there cut the railway between 
Olmutz and Lundenburg. Thus on the 15th, while the 
main body of the Crown Prince’s army was moving 
southwards by Urtschitz and Ottaslawitz, General Ma- 
lotki’s brigade of the first corps, consisting of six bat- 
talions and a 4-pounder battery, was at daybreak to 
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march to the cast of Plumcnau, to seize Tobitschau and 
Traubeck, thus to secure the passages over the Blatta, 
the March, and the Beczwa, and to hold them until 
General Hartman’s division of reserve cavalry could reach 
Preniu, destroy the railway, and return. From Plumcnau, 
by way of Pi-osnitz, to Hrubschitz is ten miles. Malotki 
reached the heights of Hrul^scliitz soon after six o’clock 
in the morning. From this position he could see a part 
of the road from Olmiitz to Tobitschau, and on it a heavy 
Austrian column moving towards the latter place. This 
was Rothkirch’s brigade, in rear of whicjli Benedek, cither 
ignorant of the proximity of the Prussians, or anxious to 
have a strong force of artilleiy to cover his left flank, had 
caused a considerable portion of his artillery train to 
march.* At this time the Prussians were ignorant of what 
Austrian force still remained at Olmiitz, although it was 
calculated, as was afterwards proved correetly, that forty 
thousand men could have been moved to Vienna before 
the railway was broken. 

The Austrian troops in front of Malotki, under Roth- 
kirch’s command, consisted of the 25th Hungarian regi- 
ment, the 7th Hungarian regiment, and one Jiiger 
battalion ; in all, seven battalions, which were accom- 
panied by a squadron of Uhlans and three field 
batteries, 

Malotki deployed his brigade on the east of Hrub- 


* The accounts of the object with 
wliichRothkirch's brigade moved along 
this road are varied. Some say that 
he was intended to occupy a position 
on the rivers which unite near Tobit- 
schau, in order to cover the march of 


the main body. Others that Benedek 
moved him along this route ignoraut 
that the Crown Prince was so close 
at hand, and committed the artillery 
train on it because of its being the 
better road. 
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schitz towards Wiklitzer Hof and Klopotowitz, with the 
44th regiment in the first line, the 4th in the second, 
and posted his artillery on the left flank of his infantry, 
•just south of Klopotowitz. 

The Austrian general brought up twenty-four guns 
to the hills between the Blatta and the March, and 
smote with them upon the Prussian flank. 

These guns were engaged, but at much disadvantage, 
by the Prussian battery which was attached to Malotki's 
brigade. After a short time, however. General Hartman’s 
division of Prussian cavalry arrived on the ground, and 
reinforced Malotki’s guns with two batteries of horse 
artillery, which took up a position more to the north, 
and, gradually advancing to the Blatta, in about an 
hour’s time succeeded in somewhat silencing the Austrian 
j)icces. 

Already, before the artillery on either side had opened 
fire, the 44th regiment, which formed the first line of 
Malotki’s infantry, began to advance. The fusilier bat- 
talion of this regiment moved against Wiklitzer Hof, 
the second battalion on its left towards Klopotowitz, 
and the third battalion between the two others. With- 
out coming into collision with the enemy, these battalions 
gained the western bank of the Blatta. The river was 
so deep and broad in consequence of the late heavy rain 
that it could only be crossed at Wiklitzer Hof, where 
there were two bridges. Had the erremy occupied these 
passages, the advance of the brigade would have been 
exceedingly difiicult, perhaps prevented altogether. Tire 
fusilier battalion of the 44th, which first passed the 
stream, came on the further side upon two Austrian 
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companies, which had been thrown out to cover Koth- 
kirch’s right flank. These, on account of some undula- 
tions in the ground, had as yet seen nothing of the 
Prussian advance. They now threw themselves into a 
small plantation which lay on the south of Tobitschau, 
and a musketry fight commenced between them and the 
fusiliers, during which, the first and second battalions of 
the 44th deployed to the left of the fusiliers. Each 
battalion threw two companies forward in skirmishing 
order, and retained its two others as reserves in close 
column of companies. The 4th regiment, which formed 
Malotki’s second line, crossed the stream after the 44th, 
with its fusilier battalion leading. Two companies of 
this battalion were directed to occupy Tobistschau, seize 
the passage over the March, and to bear upon the 
Austrian left flank. The rest of the regiment followed 
the first line. 

The main body of the brigade then made an attack 
against the plantation, but was received with such a 
heavy fire of artillery and musketry that it reeled under 
the iron storm. It paused a few moments to steady 
itself, then, covered by skirmishers, sprang forwards upon 
the trees. The Austrians, against overpowering numbers, 
stood their ground with wonderful determination, and it 
was not till bayonets had been crossed that they quitted 
the cover. The Prussians halted to rally at the further 
edge of the wood, while the Austrians drew slowly baeje 
along the road towards Olmutz, but lined the ditches in 
the fields by the wayside with sharpshooters. 

All the Austrian battalions had meanwhile formed, and 
Rothkirch advanced them for a counter-attack, by which 
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he liopecl to recover the wood, and drive the Prussians 
again over the Blatta. The Pruasians awaited their 
approacli till they came within one hundred yards of the 
trees. Then the needle-gun opened with its deadly 
rapidity, and with rapid and perpetual vollies broke 
down the heads of the assailant columns. The Austrian 
battalions were crushed beneath the greeting, and in 
partial confusion drew back. The Prussians rallied, and 
followed them as they retired to some open ground near 
the village of Wierowan, beside the road to Olmiitz. 

During the whole of this combat, the Austrian ar- 
tillery had played upon the Prussian left flank. General 
Malotki directed two hundred of the 4 th regiment to 
attack the guns in skirmishing order. The biting fire 
of the shaipshootcrs, coupled with the salvoes of the 
Prussian batteries on the west of the Blatta, forced the 
enemy’s pieces to withdraw to a more convenient 
distance, and Malotki could make his preparations for 
a further advance. 

In the meantime, Hartman’s cavalry had not been idle. 
At the same time as Malotki advanced, on his left flank 
a Prussian detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Kehler, 
Avho commanded the 1st Eoyal hussars, was pushed for- 
ward from Proznitz, by way of Wrahowitz, towards the 
village of Dub on the March. This detachment consisted 
of the 1st Eoyal hussars, a 4-pounder battery, and one 
battalion of the 5th Prussian regiment of the Line. East 
of Wrahowitz, it fell in with the Austrian flanking parties. 
As these were apparently in much superior force, it 
retired behind the Wallowa, and from the right bank of 
this stream its artillery opened a fire which at least 
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detained some of the Austrian artillery accompanying 
Eothkirch’s brigade in this direction. 

. On tire morning of the 15th July, after Malotki’s 
br^ade had marched on Wiklitzcr Hof, Hartman’s 
cavalry division of three brigades took post near and 
behind it, about Klopowitz and Biskupitz. Hartman’s 
three brigades were, the light brigade of Landwehr 
cavalry, consisting of the 2d regiment of Landwchr 
hussars and the 1st regiment of Landwchr Uhlans, 
a light brigade of the Line, consisting of the 2d Koyal 
hussars and the 10th Uldans, and a heavy, or cuirassier 
brigade, consisting of the 1st and 5th regiments of 
cuirassiei's. 

As Malotki pressed ui)on the Austrian brigade, and it 
began to retire from the direction of Tobitschau towards 
Wierowan, Hartman, in order to harass its retreat, 
formed the design of passing his cuirassier Inagade,- 
which formed his extreme left, over the Blatta, and with 
it acting against the Austrian right flank. Some oflicers 
sent to reconnoitre found that the bridge over the river 
near Biskupitz was neither held nor had been destroyed 
by the enemy. 

Wlien the 5th Cuirassiers had cro.ssed the bridge and 
had gained the further bank, it perceived the Austrian 
artillery train on the road between Olmiitz and Tobit- 
schau, which, on account of the action going on near the 
latter place, had been halted north of Rakodau, and 
appeared to be without any escort. 

Colonel Bredow, who commanded the 5 th cuirassiers, 
sought permission from General Hartman to attack the 
artillery train. This permission was accorded to him, 
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not, however, till the Austrian artUleiy had noticed the 
Prussian cavalry. The gunners unlimbered, and opened 
upon the horsemen with sheQ; btit #^4 hm^ ximgej £e» 
they Saw not the 5th (^irassiers, whtf i Wiare 'pjf^tlieir 
own side the stream, but the Ist, who were still near 
Biskupitz. 

Bredow, under cover of some undulating ground, 
formed his regiment in ecJiehn of squadrons, for- the 
attack of the girns. The first squadron he kept to- 
wards his right to cover the flank of his attack from any 
Austrian cavalry which might lie in that direction, the 
second and fourth squadrons he directed full against the 
front of the battery, and supported the second with 
the third as a reserve. 

Tlic squadrons moved forward in perfect lines, slowly 
and steadily at first, seeming to glide over the field, 
gradually increasing their pace, regardless of the tre- 
mendous fire directed upon them, which emptied some 
saddles. When within a few hundred paces of the 
batteiy they broke into a steady gallop, which increased 
in rapidity at every stride that brought the horses nearer 
to the Austrian line. All the time of their advance the 
gunners poured round after round into them, striving 
with desperate energy to sweep them aWay before they 
could gain the moutlis of the cannons. Eapid flashes 
of flame breaking from the mouths of the guns accom- 
panied the discharge of the shells, which were being 
blurted forth with a nervous haste through the thick 
clouds of smoke that hung heavily before the muzzles. 
The flank squadrons, bending a little away from their 
comrades, made for either end of the line of guns, in 
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expectation of finding there some supporting cavalry. 
The two centre ones went straight as an arrow against 
the guns themselves, and hurled themselves through 
the intervals between them upon the gunners. Tl)en 
the firing ceased in a moment, and the smoke began to 
drift slowly away, but all noise was not hushed ; shrieks 
fi’om men cut down by the broad blades of the cuiras- 
siers, cries for quarter, the rapid tramp of snorting and 
excited horses, the rattle of steel, shouts, cheers, and 
imprecations from the excited combatants, rose up to 
heaven in a wild medley, along with the prayers which 
were being ofiered up by another armed host not many 
miles distant at Briinn, where on this Sunday the army 
of Prince Frederick Charles was engaged in a solemn 
thanksgiving for their hitherto victorious career. Eight- 
teen guns, seven waggons, and one hundred and sixty- 
eight horses, with one hundred and seventy prisoners, fell 
into the hands of the Prussian force — a noble prize to be 
won by a single regiment. It lost only twelve men 
and eight horses, for the swelling ground and rapid 
motion of the gliding squadrons baulked the aim of the 
gunners, who mostly pointed their pieces too high, and 
sent their shells over the heads of the charging horsemen. 
Of the eighteen captured guns seventeen were conveyed 
to Prosnitz. One was too much disabled to be moved. 

While the Prussian cuirassiers were engaged in drawing 
the captured guns to a safe place, a squadron of hostile 
cavalry deployed from Nenakowitz. Colonel Bredow 
placed himself at the head of his first squadron, and 
charged to cover the retreat of his regiment’s spoils. 
This squadron dashed with a heavy surge upon the hostile 
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ranks. The lighter Austrian horsemen, borne down 
and scattered by their ponderous shock, broke in wild 
confusion, could not rally, and were driven far beyond 
Nenakowitz. 

The Austrian infantry still held Wierowan, and was 
thus in, rear and flank of the cuirassiers, who, under the 
fire of musketry, could not hold their position on the 
plateau in front of the Blatta, and were obliged for a 
time to retire towards Klopotowitz. 

The village of Wierowan was, however, soon carried 
by the Prussian infantry, as well as that of Rakodau, 
Avhich lay behind it. Both places were occupied, and 
one of the Prussian batteries crossing the Blatta opened 
upon the retreating Austrians, who drew off towards 
Dub. About mid-day the combat terminated at this 
point. But while this action had been going on north- 
wards of Tobitschau, the Prussians had reaped other suc- 
cesses in the direction of Traubeck. The two fusilier 
companies of the 4th regiment, which soon after the com- 
mencement of the action had been directed upon Tobits- 
chau, at that place fell in with three Austrian companies. 
These they drove out of the town, after a short though 
sharp engagement, and captured from them several 
prisoners. Another battalion and the two remaining 
companies of their own battalion were then sent by 
Malotki to support the Prussian advance in this direc- 
tion. They advanced towards Traubeck, and occupied 
that place without any serious opposition, although some 
stray detachments of the Austrians were in its immediate 
vicinity. Under the cover of the garrison of Traubeck, 
a detachment of Hartman’s cavalry advanced against 
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Prerau. This detachment consisted of three squadrons of 
the second Koyal hussars, the regiment of Landwehr 
hussars, a squadron of Polish Uhlans, and a battery 
of horse artillery, and was accompanied by a com- 
pany of fusiliers, who were quickly mounted on some 
waggons near at hand. Before Hartman could develop 
his attack towards Prerau, an Austrian column was seen 
advancing from Olmiitz towards Dub. It consisted of 
six battalions, a battery, and some squadrons. These 
had been despatched by the commandant of the fc'rtress 
to support Rothkirch’s brigade in the neighbourhood 
of Tobitschau. At the same time as these Austrian 
reinforcements approached the scene of action, Prussian 
supports were also coming up. General Von Bonin, who 
commanded the first Prussian corps d’armdc, and had 
ordered Malotki's advance, at the commencement of the 
engagement, not knowing in what strength the Austrians 
were, had sent his aides-de-camp to order the remaining 
brigades of bis corps to move on Tobitschau. The com- 
manders of these brigades, hearing the cannonade, had 
of their own accord moved in the direction of the sound, 
and the advanced guard, formed of Bamekow’s brigade, 
which mustered six battalions and a battery, had already 
reached Biskupitz when the Austrian reinforcements 
from Olmiitz came into sight. Biskupitz lies about a 
mile to the west of Wierowan. The rifled battery of 
Bamekow’s brigade immediately came into action, and 
fired against the right flank of the Austrian advance. 
At the same time a battery for which Bonin had sent 
Came up, and, joining the battery Malotki had previously 
with him, took up a position on the west of the main 
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road. The Austrian guns advanced to Dub, and there 
near the church came into action to cover the deploy- 
ment of their infantry. But the quick handling of the 
Prussian guns and the advance of Bamekow were too 
formidable for the sallying troops, and they, without en- 
gaging with Malotki, retired again to the fortress. 

About five o’clock in the afternoon General Hartman, 
with his detaehment of cavalry, approached Prerau. He 
found a good ford through the Beczwa near Wichowitz, 
and passed the stream by means of it, leaving his com- 
pany of fusiliers to secure the passage. With hi^ horse- 
men he passed on towards Dluhonitz and Roketnitz. As 
soon as he had crossed the railway he discovered an 
Austrian battalion on the west of Dluhonitz, and other 
detachments of hostile infantiy could be made out par- 
tially concealed in the ripe corn. General Hartman de- 
ployed his cavalry. In the fii’st line he placed the 
Landwehr hussars and the squadron of Uhlans with the 
battery on their left flank, covered by the fourth squadron 
of Royal hussars. The second and third squadrons of 
the latter regiment formed his second line. As soon as 
the battery had shaken the detachments of Austrian in- 
fantry, Hartman attacked them. In vain the Austrians 
attempted to form company squares ; the horsemen were 
too quick for them, gflt among them before their forma- 
tion was complete, and made a large number of prisoners, 
but however without very severe loss to themselves. 

During this attack a large number of Austrian baggage 
waggons were hurrying along the road fi*om Roketnitz 
towards Prerau. Hartman sent his three leading squacb- 
rons, under Colonel Glasenapp, against the road to cut 
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off the ba^age trains, and sent away his prisoners with 
an escort to Tohitschau. The drivers of the baggage 
waggons, perceiving the threatened attack, began to 
overturn the carts in the ditches alongside the way. In 
the meantime some Au.strian artillery had come into 
action on the hiUs north of Roketnitz, which told with 
effect on the Prussian troops. At the same time five 
squadrons of an Austrian cuirass regiment appeared on 
the left flank of the Prussians, while five .squadrons of 
Austrian hussars also dashed into the field to protect 
Feldzeugmeister Von Benedek, who with his staff had 
l)een mixed up with the escort of the baggage train, and 
had been personally engaged in the mMee with the 
Pru.ssian cavalry. 

Colonel Glasenapp tried to retire, but the Austrian 
Haller hussars came down upon him, and he was forced 
to turn to face them. The attack on both sides could 
only, on account of the standing corn, be made at a trot. 
The hand-to-hand combat which ensued endured for 
some ten minutes. Man pressed against man — horse 
against horse ; swords and revolvers were freely used, 
Glasenapp himself went down, and many of his troopers 
beside him were borne to earth. At last the relics of his 
squadrons shook themselves free from the rough embrace 
of their assailants, and managed to gain a retreat. As 
far as possible in the time they could spare they broke 
the railway and the telegraph ; and then, recrossing the 
Beczwa, took up a position on its western bank. The 
Austrian cavalry did not pursue. Benedek, threatened 
on his right flank by the approach of the Crown Prince’s 
army, pushed by forced marches towards Vienna, and 
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Rothkirch’s brigade^ which had been engaged at Tobit- 
schau, retreated by Kobe, and followed him along the 
Prerau road. When the Austrian general reached 
Hradschin he heard that the railway at Lundenburg had 
been cut by Prince Frederick Charles. He then crossed 
the Carpathians, and by a flank march down the valley 
of the Waag, gained Preszburg by way of Tymau. Here, 
on the 21st July, he placed the leading divisions of his 
army in direct communication with that of the Archduke 
Albrecht, which was round Vienna. 

On the I7th the army of the Crown Prince occupied 
Prerau, which by that time was entirely deserted by 
the Austrians. This was the result of the action of 
Tobitschau, which cost the Austrians about five hundred 
killed and wounded, five hundred prisoners, and seven- 
teen guns; the Prussians about three hundred killed, 
wounded, and missing. 

The army of the Crown Prince, after the action of 
Tobitschau, left the fifth corps d’arm^e to watch Olmiitz, 
and moved in two columns upon Brunn, which place it 
reached on the 19th July. 



CHAPTER III. 


FURTHER ADVANCE OF THE PRUSSIAN ARMIES FROM 
BRUNN TO THE DANUBE. 

While the Crown Prince had moved in the direction of 
Prerau, Prhice Frederick Charles had occupied Briinn on 
the 12th July. Here the First Amiy halted on the 15th. 

All the 14th the possibilities and probabilities of an 
armistice and of a subsequent peace were discussed 
warmly by the officers and soldiers of the Pnissian army 
at Briinn. In every restam'ant and in every tain’oom, 
over bottles of champagne or flagons of beer, amid the 
light blue smoke of cigars and the dark clouds of strong 
tobacco, there was only this one subject of coiivemation. 
All kinds of theories were broached ; knots of officers 
discussed it quietly in the hotels and in their quarters, 
crowds of soldiers in the streets stopped every orderly to 
question him as to his knowledge of passing events, or 
collected round some comrade supposed to have good in- 
formation, to hear him dilate upon the intentions of the 
Emperor of the French, of the private views of the 
Kaiser. But those who really knew what was to happen 
preserved a profound silence, and nothing was authenti- 
cally known beyond the precincts of the head quarter- 
house, and then only to a very few. 
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In tlie meantime the advanced guard was ordered to 
march forward the next morning as far as Moschau, 
twenty miles from Briinn, on the road to Vienna, and the 
greater part of the troops who were at Briinn that night 
wore at the same time to move in that direction. But 
the King remained in the Bavarian capital, and the head- 
quarters of Prince Frederick Charles also halted there 
another day. The town was stUl thronged by a multi- 
tude of Prussian soldiers, who wandered about idly, 
looking into the shop windows, or trying to read the 
notices placarded on the walls in the Moravian dialect. 
Prussian sentries were mounted on the main guard, and 
looked out of place by the side of the sentry boxes and 
door posts painted with the black and gold colours of 
Austria. In front of the Eathhaus, where the King was 
lodged, a Prussian guard and numerous sentries had 
taken the place of the civil watch, who usually stand at 
the gate of the meeting-house of the Town Cormcil. 
In front, in the Platz, artillery carriages were closely 
parked, and were surrounded by the piled arms of a regi- 
ment which, billeted in the houses round, had here its 
place for assembly. Thick crowds of the inhabitants, 
with soldiers sprinkled among them, stood to listen to 
the music of a regimental band which, standing between 
the gate of the Eathhaus and the guns, was playing 
Prussian ahs. Cojantry women with bright coloured 
handkerchiefs over their heads, and dressed in highly 
tinted muslins, wandered about the crowd, selling from 
their baskets gingerbread and sweetmeats to the people 
and the soldiers equally. The theatre was crowded with 
uniforms, knots of ofi&cers were smoking at every hotel 
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door, and the whole town was alive with a lazy activity, 
except where the closed railway station looked down 
upon the bare line and its deserted warehouses. Theiv 
were sentinels now upon the Spielberg, and Prussian 
colours floated from its flagstaff. Numbers of soldiers 
were leaning against the parapets talking with earnest- 
ness, for they were deep in discussion of the probabilities 
of peace, and questioned every one who came into the fort 
as to the latest news, half afraid to hear that an armistice 
was already concluded, and that they would uev( r see 
the capital of Austria. Nor were the privates alone ill 
pleased with the prospect of so speedy a peace ; the 
officers wished for the glory of marching into Vienna, 
aud of ending the campaign by the occupation of the 
enemy’s capital ; high and low seemed to think that this 
would only be the just reward of their hard work ; and 
while the younger ones only looked forward to the ex- 
citement of entering a large town, and hoped for a little 
more fighting and higher promotion, those who had 
planned and carried out the strategy of the campaign 
regarded the visit of M. Benedetti to head-quarters much 
in the same light as that in which a skilful chess-player 
about to check-mate his adversary’s king would view the 
intrusion of an officious stranger, who suddenly stopped 
the game by sweeping the men off the board and putting 
them into his pocket. , 

The order for the march of the troops on the following 
morning gave rise to hopes that a further advance was 
actually decided upon. 

By the evening of the 14th it was known that the 
negotiations for an armistice had failed. The Prussians 
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sent to the Austrians the conditions on which they would 
agree to a cessation of hostilities, and at the same time 
stated that no alteration in the terms would be ■permitted. 
One of these conditions was that the Prussian army 
should occupy the line of the Thaya, and consequently 
have possession of the railway station at "Lundenburg. 
The Austrians sent back a proposal that an armistice 
should be granted for three days, and during this time 
that the Prussian army should remain in its actual 
position. As the acceptance of this proposal would have 
allowed time for the Austrian army at Olmlitz to be 
withdrawn to the neighbourhood of Vienna, and to be 
placed across the line of march of the Prussians towards 
the capital, it seemed clear that the intention of the 
Austrians was not to conclude peace, but only to gain 
time for the concentration of their troops. Negotiations 
were in consequence broken off, and the march southward 
was ordered to be continued. 

All was again activity and excitement in the Prussian 
army ; the whole of the troops who were at Briinn on 
the 14th, with the exception of one division, marched 
out on the morning of the 15th, and pushed forwards 
towards Thaya. The men, refreshed by their halt, 
equipped anew with supplies of the articles which had 
been worn out or lost during the late marches and 
actions, went forth* in high spirits, for they thought that 
now they were certain to reach Vienna. They had no 
doubt of the result of a battle, if one should have to be 
fought on the way to the Austrian capital, and their fears 
that peace might be concluded had been allayed by the 
news of the failure of the negotiations ; for it was known 
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early on the 15th, that the armistice had not been 
agreed to, and the intelligence spread quickly from 
company to company, and from regiment to regiment. 

General Von Moltke retired to his quarters, and was 
closeted with his maps, making new plans for the further 
progi’css of the campaign, and for the occupation of 
Vienna. This skilful strategist, who had been the chief 
director of the movements by which the three Prussian 
armies, starting from different points, were collected at 
the necessary hour on the field of Koniggriitz, never, 
except at that battle, appeared in the front of the armies. 
Some distance in the rear, sitting calmly at his desk, he 
traced on the map the course of his troops, and, by means 
of the field telegraph, flashed his orders to the different 
generals in more immediate command, with such skill 
and foresight that not a movement failed, and every 
combination was made at exactly the right moment. 
A quick, light-blue eye, a high forehead, and a well-set 
figure, mark him an intellectual and energetic man, but 
though quick in action he is so pioident in discourse and 
so guarded in his speech, that from this quality and his 
wide knowledge of European languages he’ is known in 
the Prussian army as the man who is silent in seven 
ongues. Careful and laborious, he worked out with his 
own hand, and himself calculated, almost every detail 
of the operations in which he took Europe by surprise 
from the lightning rapidity of his strokes and the tre- 
mendous' consequences of his dispositions, before which 
the Austrian army withered away almost before it was 
gathered together, and which have won for him from 
his countrymen the title of the first strategist in Europe. 
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But though General Von Moltke in so short a time 
deservedly obtained such a high reputation in Prussia, 
the soldiers and officers of the two armies thought almost 
as higlxly of the Princes who have carried out so ably 
the plans which were formed by tlie Chief of the Royal 
Staff. Prince Frederick Charles, with all the dash and 
fire of a cavalry officer, can equally well lead his 
squadrons to pursue the broken enemy, and direct 
with patience his infantry and artillery in an attack 
against a firm and steady line ; but his qualities as a 
general do not shine out more in the exciting duties of 
the battle-field than they do in the more tedious and 
laborious work which is necessary for the comfort of his 
soldiers in quarters or on the line of march. He has a 
singular power of making his troops care little for fatigue 
and hardship ; on the line of march he is always with 
them, and often, from his knowledge of how to deal 
with his men, can, by a few happy words, close up the 
straggling ranks of a weary battalion, and send the 
men forward cheering loudly. In the bivouac often, in 
person, he inspected the rations and heard the appli- 
cations of the men for favours or indulgences, and few' 
applied in vain to their Commander-in-chief. He had 
both the confidence and love of his troops, who regarded 
him as a skilful leader and a powerful friend. 

The Crown Prince, by a series of victories in three 
successive days, established his title to be considered a 
general. In the Second Army he was looked upon with 
the same affection and confidence as Prince Frederick 
Charles is in the First. By the men of Silesia he was 
particularly beloved ; for he, as a colonel, commanded a 
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regiment at Breslau, and became well known then to the 
whole province. Careless of trouble, ever anxious for 
the welfare of his troops, he visited, personally, billets 
and hospitals, and took the most kindly interest in every 
individual soldier. But in the hour of need he did not 
spare his troops, for his affection for them sprang from 
a sense of duty and from no mere desire of popularity. 
The march from Miletin to Koiiiggratz, and the attack 
on the Austrian right in that battle which crushed 
Marshal Benedek’s army and shook the Austrian d 3 masty, 
say more for his energy in action than could be written 
in any words. 

With such leaders and so well led, with a better arm 
than then enemies, with every mechanical contrivance 
which modem science could suggest adapted to aid the 
operations of the army, it is little wonder that the stout- 
hearted and long-enduring Prussian soldiers proved 
victorious on every occasion on which they went into 
action. 

The head-quarters of the First Army were ordered to 
move forward on the 16th, to Pawlowitz, a small village 
twenty-five miles from Briinn. The advanced guard, on 
the 15th, moved upon Moschau ; the whole of the army, 
except one division, which stayed another day here to 
guard the King’s head-quarters, marched to the vicinity 
of Medritz, and the campaign already recommenced with 
energy. 

M. Benedetti, unsuccessful in his attempt to procure 
an armistice through the mediation of France, left the 
Prussian head-quarters on the afternoon of the 15th. 
He was accompanied by Count CoUeredo, an Austrian 
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officer, who had come in with a flag of truce, and a 
Prussian staff-officer went with him to take him through 
the outposts, for he went to Vienna. 

The Prussians had now quite got their blood up ; in 
the army it was regarded as an established fact that the 
conditions proposed by Austria for an armistice were 
intended only to gain time to move the army of Feld- 
zeugmeister Benedek from Olmiitz to the south, and 
their national feelings were wounded by the idea that 
the Austrians should imagine that they could be so 
easily duped. On the afternoon of the 15th, the patrols 
of the cavalry of the Prussian advanced guard pushed 
forward as far as the railway station of Goding, which 
lies on the line that leads from Olmiitz to Lundenburg. 
When the leading horsemen came in sight of the railway 
they could distinguish two trains, one close behind the 
other, with engines puffing and snorting violently, as if 
drawing a heavy load, steaming slowly in the direction 
of Lundenburg. There could be little doubt that in 
these trains were portions of the Austrian army from 
Olmiitz, which were on the way to Vienna. To prevent 
any more troops from being taken south by this line, it 
was immediately resolved to break up the line. Some 
troopers dismounted, a few pickaxes, spades, and axes 
were found in the neighbouring cottages, and the 
men on foot quickly set to work, while the others held 
their horses. There was no Austrian cavalry to guard 
the line, no infantry picket in the station-house, and the 
demolition of the line by which alone General Benedek 
could hope to reunite his army to protect the capital of 
the empire began without any opposition. Blows fell 
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heavily on the rails and on the sleepers, the rails were 
wrenched out of their places, thrown upon one side, and 
in a few minutes the line was useless for railway traffic. 
The work was hardly completed when anotlier train came 
in sight, but before it came up to where the rails were 
taken away the engine-driver saw the Prussian cavalry, 
reversed his engine, and the train drew up short, and 
after a moment’s pause began to back .slowly in tlu^ 
direction from which it came. 

The great problem now for the Prussian staff was to 
discover how much of then northern army the Austrians 
had been able to move to Vienna, and how many troops 
were still in the camp before Olmiitz. From the ex- 
pei’ience of this war many facts have been ascertained 
relative to the railway transport of troops which were 
now useful in assisting this calculation. When the 
Pms-sians w^ere concentrating their army for the invasion 
of Saxony they found that it required 100 trains to 
move a corps d’armee of 30,000 combatants with all its 
train and baggage, and that it was rarely possible to 
despatch more than twelve trains a day— so that it 
required nearly ten days for the movement of a corps. 
The Austrians, during the concentration of their army, 
dispatched fifteen trains a day; but at that time 
they are supposed to have moved with baggage and 
train complete. On such a pressing occasion as the 
present, they probably might let the troops move with 
almost no. baggage and little train, and might have 
managed to dispatch twenty trains per day, for they 
had most of the rolling stock which used to run upon 
the line between Vienna and TUmau by Josephstadt, and 



OuAP. III.] ADVANCE TO THE DANUBE. iftl 

on this calculation 40,000 men could be moved in about 
six days. This calculation was subsequently found to be 
correct. 

Another fact concerning railway transport dictated by 
common sense has been fully confirmed by the experience 
of the German war. Railways in an enemy's country 
have been proved to be of no use for the transport of 
the troops of the invader during his advance ; the army 
feting on the defensive always breaks them up, and they 
cannot be repaired quickly enough to allow of troops 
being moved by them. But for the carriage of pro- 
visions and stores they are invaluable. The moi-e 
quickly an advancing army' can lay down the rails 
the more quickly can it move forward, and the more 
free are its motions, for the line of railway is the great 
artery which leading from the heart supplies the ex- 
tremities of the army with means of life and action. In 
laying down the broken lines the band of workmen wlio 
accompany the Prussian army were singularly rapid and 
successful, but quick as they were they were not yet 
quick enough, for the army transport was conducted by' 
road for some days, even after Prague was occupied, and 
no enemy on the line stopped the passage of convoy's. 

A broken bridge, even though the breach was but only a 
few yards wide, caused a dead stoppage in the loco- 
motion, and the time required to shift stores from a train 
on one side of the impediment to that on the other was 
very great. An engineer who would find means of con- 
structing rapidly field bridges which would bear the 
weight .of a railway train, would cause an advance in the 
art of war. The road transport of the Prussian army 
VOL. II. M 
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was very well organized, but long distances, rapid 
marclies, hilly roads, and accidents, were too much in 
some cases for even its powers. With each army corps 
there were five provision columns, in every column there 
were thirty-two waggons, each drawn by five horses, some 
spare horses being also supplied to the column to' 
replace animals which may fall lame or get galled by 
the saddle or collar. These five columns were under the 
control of the Commissariat, and were never used for 
any other purpose than the supply of food for the 
soldiers ; the forage for the horses was carried in 
waggons hired in the country where the war was being 
cairied on, which were also placed under the control 
of the Commissariat. 

Stores of clothing and arms were carried as mucli 
iU5 possible by railway, and were brought to the army 
from the nearest practicable railway station by trains of 
waggons, which were under the control of the Quarter- 
master-General ; but each battalion carried with it, 
be.sides a medicine cart, a waggon for spare ammunition, 
and an officers’ baggage waggon, a waggon which held 
materiaLs for the repair of clothes and shoes, and which 
were thus always present with the troops, so that the old 
proverb that “a stitch in time saves nine” might be, as 
far as possible, acted upon. 

For the transport of ammunition the commanding 
officer of artillery was entirely responsible ; and it was 
conducted by means of trains of waggons, which were 
under his sole control. There were nine ammunition 
trains with each corps d’armee. Each train consisted of 
thirty-three waggons, and was individually organized so 
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as to. carry ammunition for infantry, cavalry, 4-pounder, 
6-pounder, and 12-pounder guns. 

A long, hot march, over a road covered deep with 
dust, which rose in thick stifling clouds from under the 
horses’ feet, and deposited gritty particles in every 
pore of the skin, brought the head-quarters of Prince 
Frederick Charles to Pawlowitz, which is about six miles 
south-west of the town of Auspitz, and about twelve 
north-east of the railway junction at Lundenburg. This 
day the army entered a country where the low, rounded 
hills were covered with vineyards, and from which, as a 
consequence, trees had almost disappeared. Down by 
the courses of the streams there were a few pollard 
willows dotted along the narrow belts of sward which 
fringed the banks, and some clumps of fir-trees could be 
made out, stuck like black patches against the blue sides 
of the Pollauer-Gebirge, which stands up high above the 
surrounding country ; but everywhere else nothing could 
be seen except, on the lower ground nearer the water- 
courses, long stretches of unbroken corn-land, backed on 
cither side by the undulating mounds rather than hills 
on which the vines twined round their poles, planted in 
straight lines with a monotonous regularity. The aspect 
of the little town showed its proximity to the Hungarian 
frontier. The men, dressed in white trousers gathered 
tight in below the knees, and contained by a long black 
boot, with their black jackets trimmed with a bright 
edging and braided almost like a hussar’s pelisse, *and 
with their low broad-brimmed black hat, round which 
a red riband was bound with the ends hanging down, 
looked rather like stage peasjftits, and had little resem- 

M 2 



]64 


SEFM WEEKS’ WAR. 


[Book IX. 


blance to the heavy bloused vine-di*cssers that arc seen 
on the banks of the Rhine. The women, with their 
short bright-coloured skirts, Avhite bodices, and handker- 
cliiefs for the head, kept up the theatrical appearance 
of the population. The houses were low and small, 
and not nearly so large as the stable which, without 
exception, was an adjunct to every cottage. 

On the night of the 16th the First Army had its 
advanced guard at Lundenburg, and the Duke of Meck- 
lenburg, who commanded it, threw some detachment.'i 
across the Thaya by means of a pontoon bridge, for the 
Austrians had destroyed all the bridges which led across 
the river. General Mansteiu also threw a pontoon 
bridge near Wisternitz, and led the sixth division 
across at that point, and two other divisions (crossed 
tlie stream a little higher up. The cavalry Avas at 
Feldsburg ; and the eighth division Avas at Goding, 
on the line to OlmUtz. The rest of the army Avas 
round PaAvlowitz. 

On the 15th July, the same day that Prince Frederick 
Charles pushed forward his troops from Briinn and AAdth 
his advanced guard cut the raihvay from Olmiitz to 
Vienna, near Lundenburg, and that the Crown Prince’s 
cavalry after the action of Tobitschau cut the same 
railway near Prerau, Herwarth, Avith the Army of the 
Elbe, occupied Znaym, and secured there the passage 
of the Thaya, the boundary bctAA'^een Moravia and the 
Crown lands of Austria. 

On the 16th, Herwarth Avas to have pushed his left 
wing down the Thaya, to assist in cutting the railway. 
As its advanced guard approached the road from Nikols- 
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l)urg to Vienna, it received intelligence that Prince 
Frederick Charles had already secured the railway, and 
that Manstein's division of his army was moving along 
that road. Herwarth, on the receipt of this intelligence, 
drew his left back to the Znaym road, and pursued his 
way along it towards the Danube. At Jetzelsdorf the 
advanced guard of Herwarth's centre, which had been 
pushed {dong this road, fell in with the Austrian cavahy 
of Wallis’s brigade. A slight skirmish took place between 
Wallis’s horsemen and the first Prussian light cavalry 
division, after which Wallis drew his troops off, and the 
Prussians occupied Hollabnin, thirty miles south of 
Vienna. Etzel’s division was at the same time directed 
in a south-westerly direction on Krems, where the Aus- 
trians, on its approach, blew up the bridge over the 
Danube. On the 20 th July, Herwarth’s outposts were 
pushed forward to Stockerau, within fifteen miles of 
Vienna. From the hills near Weikersdorf, the advanced 
guard first saw the Imperial city, which could be distin- 
guished easily from afar off by the tall spire of the 
Cathedral of St. Stephen, and the tower of the Castle of 
Schonbrunn, glittering in the sloping rays of the evening 
sun. In the foreground, on the Marcbfeld, lay the famous 
villages of Wagram, Asperu, and Eszling, in the midst of 
rich corn-land and fields of bright poppies, which from 
the distance looked like pieces of dazzling mosaic let into 
a golden pavement, fringed by the silvei* band of the 
Danube studded with emerald islets. Near the stream 
were the swelling undulations of the Bisamberg, and be- 
yond the river were seen the purple highlands of Austria, 
with the heavy masses of the Wiener Wald, while the ‘ 
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dark blue Carpathians bounded the prospect towards 
Hungary. Such a view was a fitting reward for Koiiig- 
gititz. No Prussian anny, not even that of the Great 
Frederick, had ever gazed upon the same. 

Late on the night of the 16th, it was ascertained that 
tbe kustnans bad sent forty trains from Olmiitz to the 
neigbbonibood of Yienna before the railroad between 
those towns was broken up by the Prussian cavalry on 
the 15th. The last six trains were known to have been 
filled with Saxon troops. It was tolerably certain that 
all the trains contained infantry only, and that the proper 
complement of cavalry and artillery to accompany these 
foot soldiers bad in all probability maivbed by road. 
This being the case, every train was estimated to have 
«.‘arried 1,000 men, so that the Austrian army round 
Vienna had been reinforced by 34,000 Austrian and 
6,000 Saxon infantry, and very likely also by some 
cavalry and artillery. 

Under these circumstances the head-quarters of the 
First Army were on the morning of the 1 7th moved for- 
ward to the important railway junction of Lundenburg ; 
the cavalry was retained for the morning at Feldsberg ; 
the Army of the Elbe and some portions of the First 
Army were on the right flank, and the advanced guard 
was pushed forward a short distance on the road to 
Vienna. But at the same time the eighth division, which 
had been detached to the left bank of the March, marched 
by way of Goding, and occupied Holitsch. From 4;hat 
point this detachment was held able either to combine with 
the rest of the army in a movement upon Vienna, or to 
be pushed forward further into Hungary as an advanced 
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portion of the First Army ; for the previous night infor- 
mation was received by Prince Frederick Charles which 
showed that the Austrians had been moving troops from 
the country round Vienna towards Pesth, and it was 
possible that the regiments taken from Olmiltz might have 
been also sent into Hungary hy Preszburg, in order there 
to concentrate an army for future operations. If the 
Austrians bad concentrated in Hungary, it is probable 
that Prince Frederick Charles would have been sent 
across the Carpathians to act against them there. 

The 17th was a fearfully hot, burning summer day, not 
a bit of shade was to be found on the road by wbreb the 
army marched, except where sometvmea the way ran 
close by the side of the Thaya, and a few poWard widows, 
whicli fringed the edges afforded a moment’s from 

the scorching rays of the sun, but not from the dust, 
which rose in a thick, heavy cloud from the soft deep 
powder on the road every time a man stepped on it, or a 
horse, restive from the attacks of innumerable flies, stamped 
savagely upon the ground. -The bright, thick groves of 
poplars, intermingled with oak, springing from beauti- 
fully soft and velvety turf which fringed the fiurther bank 
of the river, tantalized the troops by their proximity. 

At Lundenburg the midday sun was pouring down on 
the wide, unpaved, dusty streets, and glaring white 
houses. Von TUmpling’s division lay here that day, 
and the soldiers wandered about slowly, seeking for any- 
thing to drink, or for shade from the rays of the sun. 
Every house was a billet, and thS atmosphere of the close, 
small rooms was stifling, while the sun poured hotly in 
through the small windows, and made the insides of the 
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houses almost as hot and more disagreeable than the 
open. Several of the houses, had no roofs, the thatch 
bore signs of having been recently torn off, and was 
thrown away to some distance ; the bare timbers stood 
out against the cloudless sky, and some rough, rugged 
openings made in the walls, whicli looked as if an un- 
skilful mason had been trying to break down the w’alls, 
were in reality loop-holes ; for in the evening of the 1 5th 
the Austrians held Lundenburg, and meant to fight to 
keep it. 

Here that day were collected Mondel's infantry bri- 
gade, consisting of the 12th battalion of Jilgei’s, the 10th 
regiment of foot (Mazuchelli’s), and the 24th regiment of 
foot (Duke of Parma’s), with some artiller)^ and some of 
the cavalry of General Edelsheim’s division. They had 
orders to hold the town to the last extremity, and they 
began to make some of the houses into temporary for- 
tresses. The inhabitants, afraid of coming involunfiirily 
under fire, mostly fled, and left their town, expecting 
never to return and see its houses standing ; but before _ 
the preparations for defence were concluded the Pmssian 
cavalry had broken up the line at Goding, and the railway 
junction of Lundenburg had lost its military value. Be- 
fore, however, the Austrians evacuated the to^vn. Lieu- 
tenant Von Radowitz, who had been sent by Prince 
Frederick Charles to take M. Benedetti, the French 
Ambassador, as far as the Austrian outposts, arrived with 
the Minister, at Lundenburg. The Austrians would not 
allow the Prussian officer to return at once to his head- 
quarters, for-fear that he might carry back with him in- 
telligence that the place was being given up, but thought 
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it necessary that he should follow the Ambassador to Wei- 
bendorf ; so he was put into the railway and taken to 
that station. As soon as he amved there he got leave 
to return, but, only able to come by road and in a coun- 
try waggon, he did not reach Pawlowitz, the head- 
quarters of Prince Frederick Charles, till the evening of 
the 1 6th. So far the Austrians were successful, for they 
managed to detain the staff-officer ; but long before his 
arrival at Pawlowitz, Prince Frederick Charles knew of 
the evacuation of Lundeubvu’g ; and the staff-officer, by 
l)eing taken south among the .-Vustrian troops, saw a 
great deal which could never have been known at the 
Prussian head-quarters, had he not lx*eu forced to make his 
involuntary railway journey in the direction of Vienna. 

General Von Manstein had occupied Nikolsburg with 
his division, after crossing the muddy Thaya by a pon- 
toon bridge, which he had to tlirow across the stream 
to rephu;e one that had been destroyed by the retreating 
Austrians. It was imticipated that the boggy banks and 
unsound sides of the river would cause a good deal of 
difficulty in throwing the bridge ; but if there were diffi- 
culties Manstein overcame them, and said nothing about 
them. But this is no pi’oof that his passage, although 
unopposed by the enemy, was an easy one, as he was 
renowned in the anny for a quiet determination combined 
with a high daring, and gave many proofe of both as well 
in the war with Denmark as in the Bohemian campaign. 

A short halt in the hot, bare town of Lundenburg, and 
then the march was continued to Feldsberg, through the 
beautifully wooded park of the Prince of Lichtenstein. 
The cavalry corps moved forward in the evening, and 
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there were no troops in Feldsberg on the evening of the 
l7th, except the head-quarter staff, for Avhom the Prince’s 
large castle afforded plenty of accommodation, and a few 
battalions who wem billeted in the town for the night. 
The little town nestles round the foot of the castle in a 
dip in the ground, beyond it to the south rises a gentle 
rounded elevation, and beyond that lay nothing but flat 
plains as far as the Danube. 

Nothing, on the evening of the 17th, Wiis known of 
the direction of the morrow’s march ; at nine o’clock at 
night, no orders had yet come from the King, and it was 
all uncertain whether the First Army was to move on 
Florisdorf or Hungary. There was a general impression 
that there would be fighting in a few days. The troops 
looked forward to the possibility of meeting the enemy 
with the most perfect confidence of success, and they had 
every reason to do so on account of both their generals 
and their arms. It cannot, however, be denied that the 
army had a most difficult, and j)erhaps even dangerous, 
operation before it if it meant to go to Vienna, and th(^ 
Austrians held fast by Floridsdorf and the Bisamberg. 
The passage of a river is always a dangerous undertaking, 
and as the Austrian army from Italy was in Vienna, 
and garrisoned the intrenchments in front of the Danube, 
while a strong force of troops was brought from Hungary, 
whither Benedek was also hurrying, was at Preszburg, 
the Prussian generals had a piece of work before them 
difficult of execution. 

On the morning of the 1 8th the sun shone bright and 
warm on the Schloss and town of Feldsberg. The day 
seemed likely to be as hot as the. previous, and., consc- 
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qiicntly the inarch was ordered for the evening. But 
about two o’clock a sudden change occurred in the 
weather. The sky became in a few moments covered 
with clouds, and an extraordinary darkness set in. Up to 
windward a thick, dense Jblack cloud could be seen bear- 
ing down steadily towards the castle ; but not on the sky 
alone, for like a great volume of heavy smoke it seemed 
rising from the earth, and filled the air for miles. Nearer 
and nearer it came. When it got within a quarter of a 
mile a sudden tempest of wind, which seemed bearing this 
cloud behind it, burst upon the place. The trees swayed 
about, rocked by the strong continuous gust, branches 
were torn oflf, sheaves of com were tom up, and taken 
through the air, the Indian com and .standing crops in 
the fields were swept down almost level with the ground, 
and the heavy cloud of dust, which looked in the dis- 
tance like smoke, was driven about by the wind and 
whirled up and down in a most fantastic manner. For a 
few minutes only this tornado lasted, and then was fol- 

* owed by a tremendous downpour of rain, which fell for 
il)out half an hour; but so dry and parched was the 
gi-ound that though the water come down in torrents it 
was sucked in in a moment, and when the rain ceased 
not a puddle stood upon the surface of the thirsty earth. 

But the rain laid the dust, and the march was more 
agreeable than it had been for some days past. The way 
lay down the valley of the March, which divides the 
Crown lands of Austria from Hungary. Flat wide- 
stretching plains lay on the right, in parts covered with 
standing barley or Indian corn ; in parts black and bleak 
where the soil had already been turned up and prepared to 
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take the seed for the seeoiul crop ; and here and there, 
Avhere the com had been cut, the sheaves, wliich had been 
carried hither and thither by the afternoon’s tempest, n tjrc 
strewn abo^it in confusion. On the left the sluggish 
ilarch twisted about in many elwnnels through numerous 
mai’shy islets, on which short willows grew dtaisely .spring- 
ing up fiem sedgy ground, which is covered with Ijeds of 
tall bulrushes or tangled water plants. Further on the 
left tire blue ridge of tlie Carpathians stood out against 
the sombre sky, lighted up here and there by some rays 
from the watery sun, which, sinking rapidly, had before 
going down lighted up in the west one small portion of 
the cloudy sky. 

The road lay close along the luilway, upoir whirdr the 
officials of the field telegi-ajJ! division, the principal 
instrument of the success of the campaign, were riding, 
carefully inspecting the win-.s. Every post was looked 
at, cveiy joint inspected with a careful scrutiny ; but as 
long as the diligent inspectors could be seen, no break 
was found which called for the assistance of their wor^ 
men, who followed alongside with their waggons fillea 
with tools and materials to repair a flaw, and that night 
telegraphic communication was open between Prince 
Frederick Charles at Hohenau and the King at Nikols- 
burg. And it was required, for the approach to the 
Danube required new combinations, and again the whole 
forces of the field were about to be removed in unison by 
orders flashed from the head-quarters of the King. 

When the staff reached Radensburg, a little village 
about two miles from Hohenau, a Vieima droschky was 
seen drawn up on one .side of the road, with two gentle- 
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men in plain clothes and wideawake hats standing’ beside 
it, (chatting quietly with a group of Prussian officers who 
had their billets in a roadside public-house, A little flag 
beside the coachman showed that the travellers who had 
come by the caniage were engaged in some neutral duty, 
and a footman dreased in livery, with a broad lace band 
round his cap, who stood with the handle of the carriage 
door in his hand, showed by his dress that he was the 
servant of some high official. A nearer approach showed 
that the travellers were M. Benedetti, the French Ambas- 
sador at Berlin, and his secretary, who had gone to 
Vienna after the unsuccessful attempts to procure an 
armistice at Briinn, and were now on their way back to 
the King’s head-quarters, which had been established on 
the I7th at Nikolsburg, in the old castle of Prince 
Dietrichstein, The King of Prussia during his stay here 
slept in the same room which Napoleon had occupied in 
1805 after the battle of Austerlitz, and before his entrv 
into Vienna on the 9th December, 

Prince Frederick Charles dismounted from his horse, 
-and in the middle of the road held a long conversation 
with the Ambassador, Perhaps they u'cre discussing on 
that rainy evening, in the middle of the coxmtry road, 
questions which might afiect the destinies of Europe — 
perhaps they were only having a friendly chat. Num- 
bers of suppositions were broached by the officers of the 
staff*, but no one except the two who engaged in that 
conversation know what passed, for all others drew out 
of ear-shot as soon as the Ambassador approached the 
Prince. 

The officeis of the staff* weit not so delighted to see 
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the hearer of news which might possihl}- lead to an 
armistice as they would have been to receive him if he 
had come in a private capacity, for they feared that 
negotiations might stop the campaign before it found its 
just conclusion in the occupation of Vienna, and with 
the feelings of true soldiers they had little symi)athy 
with the diplomacy which might arrest the progress of 
their armies. 

The marches of the 18th were short, for the ai-mies 
were drawing together, perhaps for the attack of the 
A.iistrian intrenched position at Florisdorf, perhaps to 
force the passage of the Danube at some other point, 
and the army had to move slowly in order to give 
General Herv’arth time to close towards it from the 
right, and to let the Army of Silesia come up into 
line. On the 19th Prince Frederick Charles’s head- 
quarters were established at Duernkiaith ; his advanced 
guard, with part of the seventh division, that afternoon 
reached and occupied the railway junction at Giinsem- 
dorf, where the lines of Preszburg and Vienna unite. 
Another portion of the seventh division occupied the 
passage of the March at MarcKegg. The cavaliy corps 
under the command of Prince Albrecht was round the 
little town of Anger, about five miles north of Gansern- 
dorf. The light infantry division was across the March, 
and on the road which leads from Holitsch down the left 
bank of that river billeted in and about St. Johann and 
Malarzka, while the rest of the army was clustered 
round the head-quarters of its Commander-in-chief. 

The Crown Prince in person this day reached Briinn, 
but his army was pushing rapidly forward, and the Guards 
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liad already an'ived at Lundenburg ; he had left a force 
to mask OlmUtz, but the garrison of that place was not 
watched by this detachment alone, for Knobelsdorfs 
troops from Silesia were being pushed on to aid in pre- 
venting the oecupants of the great fortress of Moravia 
from making any demonstration against the Prussian 
line of communications. 

It was quite evident from the movements of the Prus- 
sian troops that some great operation was meditated, and 
it was but natural to suppose that tl^ present combina- 
tions were being made with the design of striking a 
heavy blow against the capital of the Austrian empire. 

The Prussian cavalry was being collected together into 
one mass, and when united formed an enormous number 
of sabres, of which it was expected that some use would 
bo made within the next few days ; for from Gansemdorf 
to the Danube stretches the wide flat plain of the March- 
fold, on which the Austrian cavalry might have a fair 
field for action, and where it might strive to regain the 
world-wide reputation which was so rudely shaken by 
the charges of the Prussian squadrons in the earlier parts 
of the war. The Austrians had, in retreating, destroyed 
the bridges across the March, in order to prevent 
communication between the Prussian columns whicli 
might advance on either bank of the stream. That of 
Anger had been burnt, and a few charred piles peeping 
above the water were all that showed where the bridge 
stood ; but the Prussian engineers had already replaced 
it by another bridge, made out of such materials as came 
readily to hand, and had thrown another, supported 
upon trestles, at Duemkruth, so that by these means 
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infantry and artillery could cross from one side of tlie 
river to the other, and many fords had heon found of 
which the cavalry could make use. 

On the morning of tlie 19th, Count Ilash'r, an officer 
of the staff, rode forward heyond the outposts on the 
northern bank of tlie Danube to destroy the telegraj)li 
Avhich communicates between Vienna and Preszburg. At 
Gtinsemdoif he found two cuirassiers, who fonned his 
working party, and picked up a hatchet near a roadside 
house, which formed the whole of the to(ds required. 
When the point at which the wires were to be broki'ii 
vras reached, the chief difficulty of the undertaking was 
found, for the lines ran along the tops of a succession of 
bare slippery poles, up which it was very difficult to 
climb. Several attempts were made to ascend up the 
pole, but just as the piece of bent iron which supported 
the porcelain knob round which the lowest Avire was 
turned for a support was reached, arms and legs 
gave way and the man came sliding down the dry 
polished wood. At last one of the cuiiussiers, making 
use of his comrade's shoulders as a starting ])oint, 
began on better teims than before, and got his hand 
upon the bent iron ; then to haul himself up to the 
top was comparatively easy, and as he had got the 
Jiatchet between his teeth he began to deliv(ir some 
smart, quick bloAvs upon the uppermost Avire. A fcAv 
strokes severed it, and the tAvo portions of the broken 
line, parting from each other, came surging down to tin* 
ground. The same process was repeated Avith the others, 
and in a few minutes, all the wires being broken, tin; 
man threw his hatchet to the ground, saying, “There, 
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they won’t be able now to telegraph from Vienna to 
Pi ( 3zburg,” and came sliding down the post. There was 
no need to break up the railway, for the Austrians had 
alr(!ady blown up the bridge over the March ; and if they 
had not, the Prussian advanced guard had arrived at 
Giinscrndorf, and their outposts were pushed in advance 
of the railway junction. 

Humours of peace were flying about the eamp all the 
19th; some people asserted that a three days’ armistice 
had been agreed upon, and that this was the reason that 
the marches were so short, but that M. Benedetti had 
terms to propose from the Kaiser. Nothing certain with 
regard to a cessation of hostilities was yet decided upon, 
and the shortness of the marches can be accounted for 
by the necessity of allowing time for the Aimy of the 
Elbe to make its lateral movement, and for that of the 
Crown Prince to come up close to the First Army. 

In the army, at this time, no one except those in high 
command had any idea of whither the next advance 
would lead : some supposed that the whole Prussian 
force was to be dashed against the parapets and heavily- 
armed embrasures of Florisdorf; others that a sudden raid 
was to be made by a large force into Hungary to beat 
up the quarters of the Kaiser at Pesth, whither the Im- 
perial family had retired from Vienna. But all feared the 
results of M. Benedetti’s mission, and were much afraid 
that diplomacy would stand in the way of an entry 
into the capital of Austria, and would deprive the army 
of what they considered would be only a just and fitting 
termination to their rapid but glorious campaign. 

A welcome capture had been made by the Commis- 
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soriat of the First Army by the occupation of Goding, 
the place near which the cavalry of the advanced guard 
broke up the railway between Olmiitz and Lundenburg 
on the 15 th. Immense magazines of Austrian stores 
had been found there, and among other valuable com- 
modities about 50,000?. worth of cigars, intended for 
issue to the Austrian troops, which were confiseated for 
the use of the Prussians, and, in consequence, the 
soldiers received liberal supplies. They were most 
grateful, for in the German armies tobacco is considered 
almost necessary to existence, and in importance as a 
ration ranks only second to bread or meat. 

Head-quarters were established on the 19th at 
Duemkruth, in a small white Schloss, which afforded 
the most limited accommodation even for the small 
number of officers who comprised the head-quarter 
staff. Few, very few, indeed, had beds; colonels and 
subalterns lay side by side on mattresses or trusses of 
straw upon the floor ; a few specially favoured had sofas. 
Among these was Count Stolberg, the President of the 
Prussian House of Lords, who was with the army as a 
Knight of St. John of Jerusalem. But all were ver}' 
cheerful and happy, and would have been perfectly well 
pleased with everything, except that the younger officers 
expressed loud wishes that M. Benedetti was anywhere 
except in the King's head-quarters, for they feared that 
his presence meant peace, and they wanted more fight- 
ing, more'promotion, and more glory, and were extremely 
anxious to march into Vienna. And, although their 
elders did not express their opinions, it was tolerably 
evident that in their eyes also the prospect of an im- 
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mediate peace was looked upon as anything but a 
blessing. On the further side of the March, which 
lay about half a mile from the head-quarter Schloss, 
wide pasture lands, dotted with clumps of willow-tree's, 
stretched over a flat plain, which was raised but a few 
feet above the level of the water in the river towards the 
Carpathian Mountains, that rise about fifteen miles to the 
cast. This plain was covered with droves of horses, pigs, 
and large white cattle, with broad outstretched horns 
about as large as those of buffaloes. These droves were 
tended by boys, clad some in proper Hungarian costume, 
but more frequently in a white flannel cloak, which, 
hanging from their shoulders down to their ankles, 
formed their only covering. But, wild though the 
country might be, the Prussian generals viewed it with 
favour, for it was generally clear and open, and would be 
a fair field for their needle-guns and rifle artillery. Over 
this plain, on the left bank of the March, the eighth 
Prussian division scoured the whole country between 
the stream and the mountains. 

But it did not seem probable that these weapons would 
be required till the Prussians advanced on Vienna. No 
Austrians were reported in front of the outposts, and it 
appeared that the Archduke Albrecht intended to wait 
in his works at Florisdorf until the Prussians either 
attacked him there, or attempted the passage of the 
Danube at some other point. In the meantime, while 
the needle-gun was not in active use, its merits formed 
an endless topic of conversation in the army. Of course, 
its success had made it a great favourite, and the 
Prussians, both men and officers, considered the vie- 
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tories which were won at Gitschin and Podoll by its 
means to have established its claim to be regarded as 
the best weapon in existence. It has certainly been 
most satisfactorily proved that the zUndnadel-gewehr is 
better than the Austrian muzzle-loader, but wc had a 
pretty good idea before this war took place that any 
breech-loader would be a better arm for infantry than 
any muzzle-loader ; and though the great slaughter of the 
Austrians in the actions of this campaign brought the 
fact more forcibly before our notice, nothing has been 
elicited in the late war to prove that the needle-gun is 
better or even equal to many breech-loading rifles that 
have been invented more lately. The success of the 
needle-gun has established the superiority of the breech- 
loading over the muzzle-loading principle ; but there are 
many breech-loaders better adapted for all the purposes of 
warfare than the needle-gun, and any nation which may 
arm its troops with a servile imitation of the Prussian 
arm may probably find that the next European war will 
show the trouble to have been in vain, and the expenses 
of the armament thrown away. 

Many attempts were made on the afternooii of the 
1 9th to see the Stephanenthurm of Vienna, but the tower 
could not be seen ; for, although the country is in general 
flat, many swelling undulations of ground lay between 
Duemkruth and the capital, which impeded the view. 
Even from the railway embankment at Gansemdorf it 
could not be made out, for a rising ground covered with 
com lay directly between the village and the city, and a 
man standing on the embankment was not raised high 
enough to see over the swell. Nor could a glimpse be 
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caught of the position of Florisdorf, or even of the 
Bisamberg, which was also reported to be intrenched, and 
defended by heavy artillery. The Prussian advance had 
been so rapid that it was almost impossible to realize 
that the army was within thirty miles of the Austrian 
capital, and the troops of the First Army would have 
been glad of some visible proof which would assure them 
of its proximity; but as yet they could have none, and 
many thought that perhaps the first palpable proof of 
their near approach to Vienna might be the reports of 
the Austrian guns, which were to dispute the passage 
of the Danube. 

On the evening of the 21st July the Cabinet of 
Vienna expressed itself willing to enter upon a sus- 
pension of hostilities for five days, on the basis of the 
Prussian proposals, and on the evening of the 22d an 
armistice for that time was agreed upon at Nikolsburg. 
It came into effect at noon on the 22d, and was to expire 
at mid-day on the following Friday, the 27th. But an 
action was fought on the morning of the 22d, by the 
seventh and eighth divisions, who moved at daybreak 
that day on Preszburg, by the left bank of the March. 
The eighth division had moved jiown the left bank of 
that river from Coding by way of St. Johann and 
Malaczka in Hungary, and on the 21st had neared 
Stampfen. On the 21st the seventh division crossed the 
March, at Marchegg, imder General Franzecky, who was 
placed in command of all the troops on the left bank of 
the stream. Prince Frederick Charles knew that on the 
22d General Benedek would throw his leading divisions 
over the Danube at Preszburg. If then he could seize that 
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place, the remainder of the Feldzeugmeister’s troops would 
ha^i^ to mai^e a detcwr by Komom before arriving at 
The Commander-in-chief of the' First Army, 
not being aware that any decision had been arrived at 
relative to the suspension of hostilities, on hearing on 
the night of the 21st that the Austrians were in position 
to bar the way near the village of Bystenitz, was forced 
to order General Frauzecky to attack them, and so a 
combat was commenced. 

On the evening of the 21st the seventh and eighth 
divisions, under the orders of General Franzccky, were 
bivouacked on the road which leads down the left side of 
the March from Goding to Preszburg, and occupied a 
po.sition on that road between the villages of Stampfen 
and Bystenitz, vdth their advanced guard pushed for- 
ward a little in front of the latter village. The 
Quai-terma-ster-General of the First Army, General 
Stulpnagel, attended by Count Haslcr, of the general 
staff, had that afternoon been making a reconnaissance 
of the Austrian positions on the north of the Danube, 
and arrived in the evening at the bivouacs of Fran- 
zecky’s divisions. Tt was soon found that the Austrians 
held the village of Blumenau, which lies on the same 
road, about five miles nearer Preszburg, in strong force ; 
and as it was extremely desirable to secure the town of 
Preszburg as quickly as possible, Count Haslcr was 
despatched to Ebenthal to request Prince Frederick 
Charles’s permisfjion for an attack to be made on 
Blumenau. The stafir-officer reached head-quarters to- 
wards midnight. At this time Prince Frederick Charles 
was ignorant that an armistice would be agreed to, and 
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he sent back the desired permission. A little after mid- 
night Count Hosier left the bead-quarters of the Fast 
Army at Ebenthal and started oi^^his letuzn jouzn^t 
canying this important order, on which so much migh^ 
depend. Thirty miles of bad road lay between Ebenthal 
and Bystenitz ; the night was very dark, there was no 
moon, and clouds shut out even the dim light which the 
stars might have afforded; but the staff-officer pushed 
his horse resolutely over the March by the repaired 
bridge at Anger, along twisting country lanes, past wide 
ditches and morasses, reached Bystenitz safely at the 
first streaks of dawn, and communicated the Prince’s 
message to General Franzecky. Franzecky at once 
made his dispositions for attack. At the same time 
Prince Frederick Charles sent orders to General Hann to 
support Franzecky mth his division of cavalry. 

The road from Bystenitz to Blumenau, which is a 
distance of about five English miles, runs close below the 
extreme westerly spurs of the Lower Carpathians, which 
rise high on the left of a traveller journeying from the 
former to the latter place. The ground on the right 
until the road strikes the railway from Ganserndorf to 
Preszburg is flat and level. The" mountains on the left are 
broken by steep and rough ravines, down which run 
little rivulets, making their way with perpetual cascades 
towards the March or the Danube ; between the courses 
•of these rivulets the spurs of the mountains swell out in 
bluff undulations into the plain through which runs the 
river March. The ground on the mountain sides is 
everywhere rough and broken, large stones are scattered 
over it, and in many places jagged lumps of rock start 
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out of the soil and form natural fortresses to oppose the 
passage of troops up the hills. A dense forest of oak 
and pine trees, which, from being untended, have grown 
close together, and intertwined their branches so as to 
form a network of dark-green foliage, through which a 
man can hardly penetrate, gi*ows upon the sides of the 
ravines and the less steep spurs of the mountains, and 
runs up the sides of the hills all the way from Bystenitij 
to Preszburg. The roads through the wood are few and 
at long distances apart ; none are practicable for any 
troops except foot soldiers, and only for these when 
moving with a very narrow front. At Blumenau the 
road leads to the left, and runs straight to Preszburg 
through a defile in the hills, being crossed near to this 
village by the railway which leads from Giinserndorf to 
Preszburg, and which, after crossing the road, runs along 
the left-hand side of the latter through the same defile. 
On the side of the road and railway opposite to 
Blumenau, and about three-quarters of a mile to the 
right, lies the little village of Kaltenbrun, situated on 
rough, broken hills called the Theben-Berger, which arc 
thickly clothed with fir woods, and fill up the whole 
triangle enclosed between the railway, the March, and 
the Danube. About three miles from Blumenau, nearer 
Preszburg, the road and railway, side by side, pass over 
a little rivulet which supplies the stream to turn the 
wheels of two watermills — one situated upon each side* 
of the way ; above these mills on the left-hand side rises 
a portion of hill rather higher than the surrounding spurs 
and less thickly covered with forest, called the Gamsen- 
Berg; a footpath which leaves the high road at Bystenitz 
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leads up the mountain side to the left of the road, and 
after a steep and rugged ascent descends equally roughly, 
and again joins the main road behind the watermills 
coming down beside the Gamsen-Berg. 

The Austrian position was shrouded by the woods and 
by the broken ground, but a reconnaissance, made with 
considerable difficulty, showed that they were in great 
force. Their centre held the villages of Blumenau and 
Kaltenbrun and the ground between, the left was in the 
fir woods on the Theben-Berger stretching towards the 
March. Their right extended from the village of 
Blumenau about half a mile up the lower spurs of 
the Carpathians. The position was strong and formid- 
able, the ground was extremely favourable to the 
defenders, and gave no open field for the play of the 
needle-gun ; but Franzecky not only determined to 
curry the position, but also had the bold design of 
cutting oflF from Preszbvu’g and capturing the greater 
part of the defending force and all their artillery, and 
in all human probability he would have done so had not 
the good fortune of Austria brought the combat to a 
premature close. 

General Bose was directed to take two regiments, 
the 21st and 71st, each of three battalions, making a 
total force of under 5,000 men — for these regiments 
had had theii’ ranks thinned by the war — by the moun- 
tain path leading from Bystenitz, and gain the rear of 
the enemy near the Gamsen-Berg, so as to cut off their 
retreat to Preszburg, while Franzecky himself determined, 
with the remainder of his troops, to attack the position 
in front About half-past four in the morning Bose’s 
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men began their march, and, disappearing into the wood 
to the left, began their ascent of the difficult mountain 
path. Their way was long and rugged, so that time 
had to be allowed them to gain the Gamsen-Berg, and 
it was not till after six that Franzecky gave the signal 
for the advance of the troops on the main road. 

Then the advance guard began to move briskly for- 
ward, and the rest of the little army followed in battle 
array. Skinnishers pushed forward through the fields on 
the left, pushing up close to the wood on the mountain 
side; their supports moved in small clumps here and 
there behind them ; a larger body marched along the 
road, and behind them, spread out right and left, came 
the hea\ 7 ' columns of the infantry and the broad-fronted 
batteries of guns. On the right of the road a squadron 
of the 10th hussars glided with the cheery noise of 
clinking sabres and ringing steel over the meadows and 
flat stubble field, pu.shing forwards to feel their way 
scouts, who, carbine in hand, spread, a thin curtain of 
horsemen, before the main body. Scarcely had the 
troops begun to move when the morning sun burnt 
brightly from the clouds over the Carpathians, and fell 
upon the bright swords of the cavalry, the glittering 
bayonets and rifles of the infantry, and even managed to 
draw a twinkling reflection from ■ the darkly-browned 
steel of the artilleiy guns. The Prussian soldiers greeted 
it -with joy, for their frames were chilled with their 
night’s bivouac, and they marched in the full confidence 
that before it set it would have lighted them to another 
victory. Slowly and steadily the columns moved ; the 
men were very, silent, for they all felt that stem subdued 
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excitement which always appears to pervade every breast 
when a battle is close at hand ; and the sound of the 
measured tread of the battalions, and the heavy rumble 
of the guns, rose into the air almost unbroken. The 
advanced guard, consisting of the 72d jegiment, ap- 
proached to within three thousand paces of the point 
where the railway, marked by its long line of spectral 
telegraph posts, could be seen closing into the road from 
the right, and where the dark green fir-woods behind it 
showed that there was the Austrian position ; but no 
signs of the enemy could be seen, except two squadrons 
of lancers, one considerably in rear of the other, which 
stood on the level ground to the right of the road in 
fi’ont of the railway, motionless as statues, with the 
pennons of their lances faintly fluttering in the breeze. 
Then suddenly the well-known cloud of white smoke, 
which shows Avhere a gun has been fired, rose from the 
raised ground between Blumenafi and -Kaltenbrun, and a 
whizzing Avhistling shell rushed through the air, over the 
heads of the hussars on the right of the road. The 
Prussian guns came qiiickly into action, and opened on 
the* spot where the cloud of smoke had risen, and where, 
in a fcAv moments, repeated flashes of fire and many 
more clouds of heavy hanging smoke announced that a 
strong Austrian battety had its post. While the artil- 
lery fight was going on, the dark green hussars on the 
right began to move quickly forward, and rushed in full 
career against the foremost squadron of Austrian lancers. 
These did not stand motionless now. Slowly at first, and 
then more quickly, they began to advance a^inst the 
hussais ; and when the two squadrons came within a few 
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hundred yards of each other, both urged their horses to 
their utmost speed, and with a mighty clatter dashed 
together. 

The rough embrace lasted but for a moment ; then the 
lancers scattered and fled, for the hussars were stronger 
and better mounted, and their mere weight .smashed 
the lancers’ ranks. These pursued a short distance, 
capturing several prisoners ; but they could not follow 
far, for the other squadron of lancers looked threaten- 
ing, and the hussars liad no reserves near at hand. 
The cavalr}’ combat, though so short, was severe ; many 
men were down on both sides, and Major Von Hymen, 
commanding the hussars, had the whole side of his face 
laid open, but refused to quit the field, and commanded 
his squadi’on throughout the day. 

In the meantime the cannonade increased in the 
centre, more Prussian guns were brought into action, 
and more Austrian pieces were firing between Blumenau 
and Kaltenbrun ; and at eight o’clock, when the action 
had la,sted about an hour, forty Austrian and thirty- 
six Prussian guns were pounding against each other. 
Casualties l)egan to increase ; one Prussian battery in 
particular was rapidly being unhorsed, for the Austrians 
were making good practice, and their shells were gene- 
rally bursting at the proper moment. 

Half an hour later an officer arrived from Prince 
Frederick Charles to announce that an armistice was 
agreed upon, and that it was to commence at mid-day ; 
but Franzecky could not stop the fight, for Bose was 
with his brigade committed in the mountains, and if the 
grand front attack ceased he would probably before noon 
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be captured. But no infantry was sent forward, and the 
combat was confined to artillery fire alone for more than 
two hours. 

Then Franzecky, fearing for Bose, determined to 
attack the Austrian position with energy, and made his 
dispositions for a general advance. General Gordon, 
with four battalions, was ordered to move by a mountain 
path, which, leaving the road near where the artillery was 
at present, runs lower down the hills than the way taken 
by Bose, and comes out on the road again near Blumenau; 
when he felt the Austrian right, he was to attack it with 
vigour and occupy the village of Blumenau. At the 
same time, two battalions were sent against the fir-woods 
near Kaltenbrun to attack the Austrian left, and, if pos- 
sible, to seize that village, while the main body and the 
artillery were to move straight against the front. 

The guns were limbered up ; the two battalions began 
moving over the plain towards the wood of Kaltenbrun ; 
Gordon was already on the hill-side, and the main body 
advanced for about one thousand paces, when the guns, 
again unlimbered, came into action, and renewed their fire 
on the Austrian batteries. About eleven o’clock the two 
battalions came within easy distance of the wood near 
Kaltenbrun, and were received by a biting fire from the 
Austrian sharpshooters among the trees, while to the rear 
of the guns between Blumenau and Kaltenbrun they could 
see heavy masses of infantry ready to resist the front 
attack. The Prussian battalions inunediately opened out 
and began to fire against the infantry in the wood ; but 
the trees hid their antagonists, and they did not seem ta 
cause much diminution of the fire from the forest. 
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In the meantime a message came from Bose to say 
that he had debouched on the Giimsen-Berg, and had 
there met the celebrated Austrian Schwarz and Geld 
brigade. A severe fight took place here ; the Austrians 
poured volley after volley into the head of Bose’s column 
as it attempted to come out of the trees, and so tangled 
was the jungle that the Pnissian marksmen could hardly 
force through it in order to spread out on either side and 
open fire against the Austrians. But after a time they 
succeeded in penetrating through the thick trunks and 
interwoven branches, and the Prussians debouched and 
deployed on the Gainsen-Berg. Still the fight went on, 
but the Austrians were driven back step by step, and at 
last Bose seized the water-mills and planted his brigade 
acro.ss the road and railway to Preszburg, sending a 
me.ssenger to General Franzecky to say that the enemy’s 
retreat was cut off, and that now the front attack might 
be pressed hard. It was the receipt of this message that 
caused Franzecky to order the general advance, but 
before the combat could be finished the laurels that he 
would have gained by the capture of the enemy, which 
would have certainly been the result of his skilful dis- 
positions, were snatched from his grasp. 

Time was getting on ; and before the front attack was 
developed, the sun, standing high up in the heavens and 
directly south, showed that mid-day had arrived. In a 
few minutes an Austrian officer came out from the 
Blumenau position with a flag of truce, and advanced 
towards the Prussian lines. He was met by a Prussian 
officer, to whom he reported that an armistice had been 
agreed upon, to date from mid-day, and that it was 
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already past the hour. In a few minutes the signal to 
cease firing was sounded along the Prussian ranks, and 
the combat was broken off. The sudden silence was 
curious and abrupt ; there were none of the dropping 
shots or single occasional reports in which a cannonade 
generally dies away ; in a moment the roar of the artil- 
lery and the patter of small arms ceased, and a curious 
hum of conversation rose from the astonished soldiers. 

At first the Austrians would not believe that their 
retreat was cut off, and that they had been in such 
imminent danger of being captured, for no report had 
been sent up from the rear, and they still thought that 
they commanded the road to Preszburg. But they were 
soon convinced that they were really suiTounded, when, 
on sending back, it was found that Prussian troops were 
drawn up across the only line of retreat for their 
artillery. 

The Austrians lost in the combat between five hundred 
and six hundred men, of whom one hundred were taken 
prisoners, and over three hundred were wounded. The 
Prussian loss was reported only one hundred killed and 
wounded. 

To speculate on what would have been is generally 
unprofitable, especially so in w'ar ; but as the Austrians 
fully acknowledge that they were only saved by a lucky 
fortune from a terrible disaster, it may not be too much 
for impartial observers to believe that the action was 
virtually gained by the Prussians, and that if it had con- 
tinued all the Austrian artillery must have been taken, 
and probably the greater part of their infantry captured ; 
for there is no road except the one occupied by Bose by 
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wliicli the guns could have been withdrawn from Blu- 
menau ; and though there is a rough country lane by 
which men on foot could from Kaltenbrun reach the 
banks of the Danube, it is extremely doubtful if the 
Prussians would not have been in Preszburg before the 
Austrian infantry could have gained that line by this 
roundabout route, and then their capture was certain. 

The number of men engaged on each side was about 
equal. The Prussians had two divisions, which together 
consisted of twenty-five battalions, in the field, with 
foi’ty-eight guns, but twelve of these were always in 
reserve. The Austrians had the 1st, 2d, and 4th bri- 
gades of their second corps d’arm6e and Mendel’s 
brigade of the tenth corps engaged, and had forty guns. 

Had this action been allowed to proceed, and had it 
beerr a \fictory for the Prussian.s, it would have been won, 
not by the needle-gun so much as by the brilliant dis- 
positions made by General Franzecky for turning his 
enemy’s right flank. This was confessed by an Austrian 
officer, who, talking to a Prussian officer after the armis- 
tice was declared, said, “ Your needle-gun may be a terrible 
weapon, and we know by experience how well it shoots ; 
but it has not been so bad for us as your generals, who 
have a most diabolical power of manoeuvring.”. 

Directly the action was over. General Stulpnagel and 
Count Hasler rode into Preszburg to settle with the com- 
mandant of that place the line of demarcation which 
should be -observed by the troops during the armistice. 
The Prussian troops were all in front of the line that was 
agreed upon, and ought, according ]to the strict letter of 
the law, to have withdrawn at once, but it was late in 
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the day when the line was fixed. The. Austrian officer 
consented that for the night the Prussians should remain 
where they were, and retire to their new ground in the 
morning. 

Then occurred a curious scene. The men of Bose’s 
Prussian brigade, who had been planted across tbe Presz- 
burg road, and a few hours before had been standing ready, 
rifle in hand, to fire upon the retreating Austrian battalions, 
were surrounded by groups of those very Austrian soldiers 
whom they had been waiting to destroy. The men of 
the two nations mingled together, exchanged tobacco, 
drank out of each other’s flasks, talked and laughed over 
the war in groups equally composed of blue and white 
uniforms, cooked their rations at the same fires, and that 
night Austrian and Prussian battalions lay down bivou- 
acked close together, without fear and in perfect security. 

On the morrow all along the line of the fi*ont of the 
Prussian army the divisions took up the positions they 
were to occupy during the temporary peace. 

Early on the morning of the 22d, commissioners fironi 
the Austrian and Prussian armies had a meeting at a 
small village between Giinsemdorf and the Danube, in 
order to decide upon a line which should, during the 
armistice, j^orm the boundary between the troops of the 
two nations. The Prussian commissioners were General 
Von Podbielsky, of the King’s head-quarter staff, and 
Major Von Capprivi, of the staff of Prince Frederick 
Charles ; their colleagues from the Austrian - camp were 
General Von John and some of his assistants in the 
Austrian head-quarter staff. After some hours of con- 
sultation the line of demarcation was decided upon. It 

YOL. II. o 
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started on the Prussian right at Krems, on the Danube ; 
followed the north bank of the river down as far as 
Stockerau; from that town mn up the curve of the 
GoUsbach rivulet to the neighbourhood of Fcllabruii ; 
then, by taking a line to the village of Weinstoig, it .stiuck 
the Rossbach rivulet close to that village, followed this 
stream as far as Leopoldsdorf, then ran along the road 
between that ^^llage and Lasse, and was tlien draun 
along an imaginary straight line to the railway bridge 
over the March, near Marchegg. On the left side of the 
March a straight line from the railway bridge carried it 
to the village of Bistritz, whence it followed the eastern 
edge of the Fahren Wald till it struck tlie main road 
from Skalitz to Tyrnau. It was further agi’ced tliat 
commanders of detachments and of troops left to mask 
fortresses should decide with the commanders of the 
troops opposite to them upon the lines of demarcation to 
be observed in the vicinity of their own commands. 

The Prussian cavalry corps, under the command of 
Prince Albrecht, was pushed forward to the line of the 
Roszbach, and had its head-quarters in the neighbour- 
hood of Deutsch Wagram, whence the fortifications of 
Florisdorf could be seen, but their details could not 
be made out 

While the action of Blumenau was actually beirrg 
fought, General Degenfeld and Count Karolyi, the 
forurer Austrian Ambassador at Berlin, crossed the space 
between the outposts on the other side of the March, and 
went to the King’s head-quarters, empowered by the 
Austrian Government to conclude a treaty of peace. 

At the time of the suspension of hostilities, the Prussian 
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armies on tlie Marcbfeld and Jbetween Vienna and Briinn 
consisted of the three corps of Prince Frederick Charles, 
the cavalry corps of Prince Albrecht, three divisions 
under General Herwarth, and three and a half corps 
under the Crown Prince. These formed a force of about 
two hundred and sixty-five thousand combatants. Be- 
hind these lay the first reserve corps under General 
MUlbe at Brlinn, half a corps from the Crown Prince’s 
army in front of Olmiitz, and near the same fortress 
Knohelsdort’s corps, forming together an additional force 
of about fifty-five thousand men. The corps of Knobels- 
dorf had occupied the Austrian town of Troppau on the 
9th July, and had then been pushed forward to observe 
Olmiitz and garrison the line of railway to Briiim. Count 
Stolberg was left in Silesia with about ten thousand men 
to watch the Austrian detachments in Gallieia. The 
division of Landwehr of the Guard was in Prague. 
Detachments of Landwehr held Saxony, and garrisoned 
the capital and fortresses of Prussia. 

On the western theatre of war, Manteufiel had sixty 
thousand men in the field. The Grand Duke of Meck- 
lenburg had about twenty-five thousand. Five thousand 
men held Frankfort and Hanau, and Landwehr garrisoned 
Nassau, Hesse-Casscl, and Hanover. In all, Prussia had 
at the lowest computation five hundred and twenty 
thousand fighting men in the field — a stupendous force 
to be supplied by a country which with its allies did 
not possess a population of twenty million inhabitants. 
Besides these, there were depdt and garrison troops 
retained in the provinces, which numbered at least one 
hundred thousand additional soldiers. 



CHAPTER IV. 


THE TRUCE. 

During the armistice of five days, the Prussian troops 
remained in the Marchfeld. 

On the morning of the 23d, the troops who had been 
the previous day engaged in the combat of Blumenau 
marched back to their positions on their own side of the 
line of demarcation which was to be obsciwcd by the 
Prussians during the armistice. Between this line and 
that up to which the Austrian outposts were pushed 
forward extended a narrow belt of neutral ground, on 
which the soldiers of either side were forbidden to tread, 
and where the labourers were cutting the corn and carry- 
ing in the harvest as peaceably and diligently as if there 
was no enemy in their country, and no Prussian vedettes 
were posted along the course of the Roszbach. The 
troops, not ungrateful for a little idleness after their hard 
work, lay billeted in the villages between Ebenthal and 
the line of demarcation, knapsacks were unpacked, and 
their motley contents laid out on the banks by the road- 
side to - be dried and aired in the sun. The artillery 
ammunition went under a careful inspection ; groups of 
soldier-tailors sitting together under the trees patched up 
holes made in uniforms either by the wear and tear of the 
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campaign, or by the too near approach of a bullet or the 
splinter of a shell Everywhere through the cantonments 
there was a listless, idle air of careless comfort and rest, 
such as can only be thoroughly appreciated by those who 
have been marching and fighting for weeks past under 
a burning sun or heavy soaking rain ; except where the 
sentinel paced up and down before some cottage impro- 
vised into a guardhouse, where the regimental colours 
were deposited, or where the vedette sat mounted, with 
pistol in hand, peering as carefully towards Florisdorf 
and the Danube as if there were no truce agreed upon, 
and as if he expected every moment to have to give the 
signal of the approach of the enemy’s columns. No one 
who bore any look of being a spy was allowed to pass 
either out of the lines or into them, and so suspicious 
were the sentries that the country people going out to or 
returning from work had to give satisfactory accounts of 
themselves before, they were allowed to pass. The Aus- 
trians were equally careful on their side, so that no 
communication could take place with Vienna ; and the 
Stephanenthurm, which looked down on the city where 
so many would like to go if only for an hour, only tan- 
talized those who could see it jfrom the line of outposts, 
and drew forth many exclamations of impatience from 
those who fretted and fumed at being tied down to the 
flat plain of the Marchfeld, in the very sight of the 
capital, where many little luxuries which were greatly 
missed and wanted in the army could so easily have been 
purchased. 

In the meantime the military authorities were not idle 
in their preparations for the continuance of the campaign. 
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in case the diplomatists, who were working in mysterious 
silence at Nikolsburg, should fail to come to terms upon 
the conditions of peace. The railway was crowded with 
trains aU the way from Gorlitz to Lundenhurg, which 
were bringing up rescues, heavy guns, stores, pontoons, 
and all the other materials which would be required for 
the passage of the Danube. The armistice had not done 
the Prussians much harm, even if the war should have 
broken out afresh, except by stopping the action of 
Blumenau, for they would probably h^ve had to pause in 
the middle of active operations to await the arrival of 
their siege guns and their bridge material, even if there 
had been no suspension of hostilities ; and the five day.s 
which gave rest to the battalions in the front of the army 
also afforded time to get forward the immense train of 
boats, pontoons, and planks which the engineers would 
have required if they had been called upon to throw 
bridges across the broad, rapid stream which flows be- 
tween the Marchfeld and Vienna, although the Danube 
is not so difficult to cross as most rivers with an equal 
amount of water, for it is broken up into many chan- 
nels, enclosing numerous islands which much aid the 
construction of a bridge. 

Now in the different billets many stories were re- 
lated of individual prowess and personal bravery during 
the campaign. There was not a battalion or a squadron 
which had not its special hero, about whom some par- 
ticular anecdote was recorded; no two opinions were 
stated concerning the organization and equipment of the 
different branches of the army from those who have had 
the most practical proofs of the working of them, by 
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being dependent upon them in the real work of war. 
There were no grumblers ; and though the staff officers, 
who observed carefully every incident of the campaign, 
with a view to profit by its experience for further im- 
provement and for further progress, had noted many 
things which were changed or adopted as soon as peace 
gave time and opportunity, the regimental officers were 
well content with everything, and were ready to stand 
or fall by their conviction that the Prussian army was 
the most smoothly-worked piece of machinery in the 
whole world. It was curious to find from those who had 
taken part in the cavalry fighting that the epaulette, 
which has of late been discarded in many armies a 
useless incumbrance, had again ri^ into high favour. 
None of the Prussian cavalry wore their epaulettes on 
service except the Uhlans, but some officers of these 
regiments spoke most highly of the good service the 
little plates of shoulder armour had done in warding off 
sword cuts. The cuirass, too, proved more useful in close 
encounter than most people would have given it credit 
for, and was in more than one case the instrument of 
saving a man’s life, and yet the Prussian cuirasses are 
thin, iU made, and iU fitted in comparison with those of 
the British Household Cavalry. Still, there was a strong 
party against this defensive armour, for many in the 
army held that its use does not repay the extra weight 
it puts upon the horse, but this party was for the present 
silenced by the great success which the 5th regiment of 
Cuirassiers, attached to the Crown Prince’s army, had 
lately been in the combat near Tobitschau, where it took 
seventeen guns. 
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. .!nie needle^gon was of course an immense favourite, 

tlmt an anay pio- 
a muaile-loading ann can never hope to stand 
np to thrir troops in the shock of open battle ; but their 
conclusion that the needle-gun is the best possible breech- 
loader was founded on nothing more than the fact that 
it is su|H‘rior to a muzzle-loading rifle, and tliey mlvanccd 
no gootl grounds for supposing that no breech-loader luw 
been invented since the introiluction of the needle-gun 
into tlie Prussian service, which can he 8U|K'iior to the 
arm that did such fearful execution in the Austrian ranks 
at Podoll, and in the actions beforo (titschin. 

Tlic Prusshuis entered ui>on the cam|«iign with their 
horse artilien' arme<^ with siuooth-)M>re 12-j»oun(hT gun.s. 
They had long before the anuistiee bitterly re|«*t»ted this 
error, and will take care to renie<ly it Intfon* they aix* 
embroiled in another war. Tht? uhole of their Held 
artilleiy b to lx.* armed with steel breech-loading rifle<l 
guns constructed on Krujip’s system — good ordnance 
doubtless, but the Prussian guns did not appctir in action 
to make such goo<l practice as the Armstrong guns did 
in China, when the English gunners were still unaccus- 
tomed to them, and as yet looked upon all breccli- 
loading ordnance with considerable suspicion. 

The Prussians on the 24th commenced massing troops 
towards the left of their position, with the view of being 
able to make an immedbte dash on Preszburg on the 
iiftemoon of the 27th, if peace should not be concluded 
during the time that the armbticc lasted ; but ihost in 
camp looked ujpon thb concentration as a needless pre- 
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certain. But neith» tibe staff nor the ^mtposts were 
pfevAotsd bijr frAKi^ uf eeftahifijr fw™ 
pceeautioiis 6om betng taken noinaaes.;. 
stiU teemed witii trains loaded hes^S^ wift iibd 
stores. 

No news could be obtained of how the ^gotiations 
were going on at Nikolsbuig, for the diplomatists pre- 
served the correct diplomatic silence, and took care that 
the profanum vulgus should gain no clue either to the 
progress or probable result of the discussions held at their 
mysterious mectiugs. Rumoi^, of course, were rife, and 
all of them prophesied peace ; some went so far as to 
its.sert that the treaty would actually be signed on Thurs- 
day, the 26 th ; but how far such ^reports were to be 
trusted could not be established, as popular opinion was 
now swayed ulx>ut in the most extraonlinary way. The 
sudden glance of a ^Minister, or the wearied look of a 
l’lenii>otentiary, was interpreted according to the in- 
clination of the obsciTcr, and had some deep meamng 
attached to it, possibly very remote from what it might 
really signify. 

Nothing was doing at head-quarters, so a party of 
officers of the staff was made to visit the outposts, partly 
for the sake of something to do, partly in hopes of being 
able to catch some glimpses of the fortifications round 
Florisdorf, which arc rapidly becoming famous. A ride 
of fifteen miles over the flat, wide-spreading Marchfeldi 
carpeted with meadows, clover-fields, and broad belts of 
stubble, from which most of the com had been removed, 
past dark woods of fir and lighter copses of dark oak, 
took them to Wagram. More than once some one ex- 
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claimed, “ Wkat a beautiful iMittle-field for cavaby ! ” an 
they rotlc for miles over ground unbroken by fences or 
brooks, and in which the only obstacles to the free gallop 
of horses were a few small ditches, and here and there a 
tiny bank. 

The village of Wagram, celebnited by the battle won 
here by the first Napoleon, contains a chapel where are 
collectetl many of the arms that were found on the field 
after that great fight A stnmge feeling of awe comes 
ujion one when brought face to face with these truest 
monuments of the great, couHict wagetl here by the 
mighty dead ; and the loud talk and laughter of careless 
soldiers fresh from a field of battle, ami reckless of how 
soon they might march to another, wen* hushed, not more 
by the sjmetity of the place than by ajj almost involun- 
tary reverence for the visibh? memorials of the great battle 
aiul of the warriors who fell in it. But diwippointment 
has also its place in the mind ; for how clum.sy, how old- 
fashioned, according to our i«leas, look those old flint 
muskets and heavy swonls with which but a few years 
back the fate of Euro|»c was d<?cided ! Could the question 
fail ? Shall we to our successoi-s in the nc.vt generation 
appear to haver known so little of what science has in 
such a short time developed, and to have been so ignorant 
of mechanical appliances, vrhich, when once unfolded, 
apjMjar so simple and so pal|Mible ? And another thought 
came into ever)' mind, which struck home to the heart ; 
for it told that in a few short years th(»e who had fought 
at Kdni^rUtz and survived the long summer days 
slaughter on the Sadowa hiU would individually Ik* 
equally lost to memory as those who fell at Wagram— 
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their names mostly unknown, their private deeds unre- 
conled by any historian. 

About two hundred yards south of the village of Wa- 
gram lies the watercourse of the Roszbach rivulet. Thk 
world-known brook is about ten feet wide and fifteen feet 
deep. With sharp sides cut almost straight down, and 
the* earth thrown up on either bank to form dikes which 
prevent its winter floods from inundating the surrounding 
country, it looks more like a huge artificial drain than 
like a natural rivulet. Along its 1)anks grow rows of 
pollard willows, closely planted together, which formed a 
grateful sliadc from the burning July sun. The road 
which leads to Florisdorf crosses the brook by a slight 
wooden bridge which could be destroyed in a few 
minutes by the pioneers of a single battalion. On the 
Wagram side of the bridge were two vedettes from 
Ilohcnlohe’s fine regiment of Uhlans, crouching for shade 
under the willow-trees, but steadily gazing out towards 
Florisdorf, though not an Austriair vedette could be 
seen, for they were all hidden by trees. 

But, though no enemy was in sight, a view w as there 
which well rejiaid the long ride, and which even the 
stddiers, accustomed as tliey had been to marching 
through fine sceneiy, were admiring to each other. On 
the right lay the rounded hill of the Bisamberg, studded 
with vineyards, com-fields, and woods, among which vain 
search with glasses was made to discover any signs of the 
hostile batteries. Beyond the Bisambeig could be seen 
the narrow gorge from which the Danube issues, and 
further still the rough rugged recess of the hills above 
Klostemouberg, rising steeply up from the water’s edge, 
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witi\ their summits capped with heavy masses of dark 
green foliage, and their sides sprinkled over with fir-tre«*8. 
A little to the left, and at the foot of the lulls, the city of 
Vienna lay sparkling in the sun ; the tops of the .steeples 
and the nx>fs of the houses glittered in the bright flood 
of light, but not ttw) j.»owerfully, for the air between 
Wagram suid the town seemed lonverted by the heat 
into a heavy tKinsparent ether,' which spnnid a halo 
round the city. In the foregi’ound, a little to the left, a 
high church spire, surrounded by tall poplar-trees, showed 
the situation of the Village of Florisdorf ; but no in- 
trenehments could l>c seen, no working parties couhl 1)C 
discovered ; they were all hidden by a long gimtle wave 
of the ground, which would not have l)een noticed except 
l)ecausc it excluded from tin; view. Far away on the 
left front spread the Marchfeld, beyond which could be 
seen the dim blue line of hills whicrh gird the valley 
south of the DanulK*, while directly to the left the dark 
Carpathians towered up to the sky, and the gaj> between 
the Thebcn-Berger and the main ridge showed where 
the road ran to Preszburg, and pointed out the situation 
of the village of Blumenau, the scene of the combat 
of the 22d. 

After a long and fruitless search among the poplar- 
trees for any signs of intrenchments, during which heaps 
of earth were pointed out as redoubts, which may have 
Ixjcn or may not, the oflScers turned to ride down the 
Roszbach. The brook was almost entirely dry ; here and 
there for a few yt^rds a thin sheet of water a few inches 
deep covered the soft muddy bottom, and gave a refuge 
to flocks of mud-bedaubed ducks, but in general the mud 
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which forms the sole of the watercourse lay estposed to 
the sun, and was dried and broken into cracks and 
fissures, which ran into each other, forming a tracery not 
unlike hierogIyi)hic writing. All along the brook were 
constant vc<lcttcs, all hidden in the willows on the bank, 
which the conditions of the armistice had declared to be 
for the present Prussian ground. The soun<^ of horses’ 
feet coming along drew- the sentries out of their ambush 
far enough to let them be seen, but as soon as they saw 
the uniforms of the Pnissian staff-officers they resumed 
their steady stare to the front, retiring into the shade, 
and let the officers pass them as if they were not awme 
of our existence ; for outlying sentinels pay no compli- 
ments in the presence of the enemy. 

The Prussian armies were by the 25th draum dost* 
together, and, concentrated in one huge mass, lay like a 
crouching lion, ready to spring upon the Danube, should 
the negotiations for peace fail, and the orders for an 
advance be flashed by telegraph from Nikolsburg to the 
different commanders. The First Army, under Prince 
Frederick Charles, was dost* up to the Roszbach and the 
line of demai*cation, with a strong corps on the left bank 
of the March to guanl its flank or form its advanced 
guaixl as might be required, in case the signal should be 
given to move forwanb General Herwarth, with the 
Army of tlic Elbe, wjis on the right, jwrhaps with the 
object of crossing the river at a lower point of its cours(\ 
The Crown Prince was in ivar of the first, ready to move 
in any direction which oecjvsion might retjuire. 

On the 27th, at mid-<lay, the armistice would expire, 
and, in case that it should not be prolonged, or pielimi- 
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iiaries of peace were not agreed upon by that Iiour, the 
Prussian troops were on the 26th held in readiness to 
inarch at the shortest notice. If an advance had lieen 
made, there can be no doubt, from the positions of the 
different divisions, that the great attack against the line 
of the Danube would have Ixjcn made tou-ards Preszburg ; 
prolKibly, at the same time, a demonstration might have 
Inxm made towanb the Prussian right, and a false attack 
directed on Florisdorf, in order to w‘tain the garrison in 
their fortifications. The action of the 22d, which at the 
moment of certain victory for the Pnissians was inter- 
rupted by the armistice, ha<l shown the Au.strians where 
the chief attack could lie made, and the Prus.sians thought 
that by the 27th the position of Plumenau would in all 
likelihood have been artificially .strengthened, and the 
road by which Bose advanced and gained the rear of the 
villages would certainly In? watched on a future occasion. 
Yet, though there could lie no hope of .succeeding .so 
suddenly as on the 22d in gaining the command of the 
dt'file which leads to Pre.szburg, and though there wa.s 
no chance, as would probably have lieen the case if the 
previous Sunday’s action had continued, of driving the 
enemy so rpiickly through the. town as to prevent him 
from destroying the bridge, the advantage.s to be gained 
from attempting to pa.s.s the Danube at Preszburg wen; so 
great, that .'in .attempt would probably have been m.ado 
to force the defile and to secure that town. The fortifi- 
cations of Flori.sdorf, a part of which could be seen from 
the church-tow'cr of Wagram, shut out the access to such 
a broad piece of the river Imnk that very different 
measures had to lx? taken for wcuring the passage than 
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would have been most expedient, if no intrcnchments had 
covered the approach across the flat plain from Wagtam 
and Aspem. The iwrtion of the works which could be 
seen through the clear air from the church spire embraced 
four nnloubts on the Bisamljcrg hill, and three on the 
flat ground l)ctAveen the Bisaml>erg and Florisdorf ; there 
was also another work on the hill to guard the left flank 
of the position, which lying more towards the river 
could not Ijc seen from Wagram. 

The Prussian cavalry had gained much from the rest 
afforded by the armistice ; fatigued by long marches 
through the Moravian highlands, and stinted for forage, 
it had a sufficiently long |»eriod of repose when the army 
halted at Briiun to restore it to the splendid condition in 
which it entered u[K)n the campaign ; but the long rest 
in the Marchfeld had done it an immensity of gootl, 
though even here forage had not 1>cen plentiful. Not- 
witli.stauding small rations, the hoi”ses had profited by 
their rest, for time had Iwen given to replace their worn- 
out shoes, and to afford relief to chafed backs caused by 
the late long marches. The ti'ooiK'i's were in high spirits, 
for th(‘y had overcome the filmed Austrian cavalrj' in 
several encounters, and now claimed a higher reputation 
than that which for several years past had been accorded 
to their antagonists. 1'he fiiilure.s of the Austrian cavalry 
in their encountei’s with the stronger and better-mounted 
horsemen of Prussia had not so much astonished the 
thinking officers of this army as had the singularly 
little use which Generjd Benedek had made of his light 
horse. Although oiierations had lieen conducted in its 
own country, where eveiy information concerning the 
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Fm8si«]i movements could have been readily obtained 
from the inhabitants, the Austrian cavaby had made 
no raids against the flank or roar of the advancing 
army, had cut off no ammunition or provision trains, 
had broken up no rsiilway communication Iwland tlu* 
marching columns, liad destroyed no telegraph lines 
bettt’een the front iin<l tlie Imisc of supplies, had made 
no sudden or night attacks against the out}>osts so as 
to make the weary infjuitiy' stand to their arms and 
lose their night’s rest, and, instead of hovering rouiul 
the front and flanks to irritate and annoy the pickets, 
had liecn rarely seen or fallen in wth except when it 
hail l)ecn marched down upon and Injaten up hy tin* 
Pi-ussian advanced guards. 

Yet the Prussian cavalry ha<l in many eafM's lost 
.severely in the campaign, e.siM cially the thl regiment of 
Dragt)ons. Thi.s regiment suftered feaifully from its 
rough hustle with the Austrian cuira,ssier.s at Kdnig- 
griitz, ami now mastered but half tin; men and horses 
with which it entered ufK»n the campaign. More than 
half the officers and (piite half the men who followid 
across the Bohemian frontier the .sUindard which has 
been chciishcd in their regiment since the year 1704 are 
now lyiiig under the earth of Lipa, or were in the hospitals 
of Tiimau and tHorlitz, for this was the regiment which 
da.shed against the heavy’ mass of cuirass horsemen who 
sacrificed them.selvcs to cover the retreat of the Austrian 
battalions, and it supported its character for dashing 
courage at a tremendous cost. Very many of Ijoth the 
officers and men who were not now in the ranks were 
victims to terrible sword cuts, which, coming down upon 



CUAT. IV.] 


TESTMUCM. 


the shoulder, cut clean through the shoulder-blade, and 
often deep down into the body — awful memorials 
of the strength of arm of the Austrian horsemen. 
Much did the officers of this regiment complain of the 
absence of epaulettes, which they estimated would, by 
defending the shoulder, have saved half the men they 
had left Ix-’hind them — a complaint which wa.s to some 
t xtent lx»ruc out by the fact that the ultimate overthrow 
of the cuirass regiments of Austria was due to the 
arrival of some of Hohcnlohe’s Uhlans, who took them 
in flank. Then, though the heavy horsemen tmaied ujwu 
Ilolu'iilohe’s men, their swords were shivered upon the 
bras.s plates which lay upon the .shoulders of the Uhlans, 
for these, unlike the rank {ind file of the rest of the 
rrussian eavalr)’, carried epaulettc.s, and though the 
blow.s were aimed at the head, the smaller object was 
nearly always missed, and the shar]> edge descended only 
to Ix' ilinted or broken ui)on the protected shoulder, while 
the Uhlans, with their lances held short in hand, searched 
out with their sj»ear-heads unguarded jxjrtions of their 
antagoni.sts’ bodies, or, dealing heavy blows with the 
butt ends of their staves, pressed through the thick ranks 
of the heavy horsemen, marking their tra(‘k with great 
heaps of dead, dying, or wounded. On the evening 
of the 2Gth, there was still no definite news from Nikols- 
burg, but every rumour which arrived from head-quarters 
2 »ointed more and more to peace ; still the army was held 
in leadincss to move, and the officiers iT oi'doiniance, or 
“gallopers” as they would be termed in the vernacular 
of Aldershot, were ordered to bo prepared to start with 
orders to the different divisions at three in the morning. 

VOL. II. p 
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Tlkfe prelimmaries of peace had been agreed upon at 
Nikolsburg on the evening of the 26 th, and the war 
was certainly at an end as far as Austria and the Nortli 
German States were concerned. Late on tli(> niglit of the 
26 th, a courier arrived from the King's head-quarters at 
Nikolsburg, bringing a letter from Oenend Von Moltkc 
to Prince Frederick Charles, which gave iu> details and 
no information as to the conditions of the peace, but .sai«l 
simply that a glorious jH'aee luul been arranged. The 
news .spn-ad in a moment, and .suddenly all wa.s eh.*iag*'d. 
In the evening information wa.s iM'ing obtaine<l about the 
strength t>f the Au.strian position at Florisdorf, the ])re- 
parations to guard the defih* which Irwls to Pn'szburg, the 
nature of the bri<lge.s over the Danube, or the ehaix-o of 
Eilelsheim's cavalry coming forward to break a lance in 
the ilarchfeld. On the morning of the 27th, the.se things 
were held of no account : no one would have cared to 
he.ar accuratelv where everv battalion ainl even* gun wa.s 
posted in the Austrian lines ; the number of Edelshcim’s 
sabres and of the Archduke Albrecht’s coqts were alike 
disregarded ; no one would have cared to hear how many 
of the regiments from Italy were actually in Vienna, 
and the intrenchments of Florisdorf were considered 
a matter of history. Tliese who the previous night 
seemed to have no thought but of battle, promotion, 
and an entry into Vienna, could speak on the 27th 
of nothing but home, and hardly thought of anything 
except their speedy return to Prussia. Now and then 
a faint discussion arose on the subject of the conditions 
of peace, but so little was known in the army, and so 
many reports were flying about, that these soon subsided. 
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and gave place to eonveraatioius about home aud^lbciiife 
friends. 

Though peace had been actually decided upon, no one 
connected with the army was able to go across the two 
miles of neutral groimd which separate the Prussian ficom 
the Austrian outposts, so that there was almost no com- 
munication with Vienna. 

The great desire of marching into the Austrian capital 
Inul melted away under the genial influence of certain 
peace, and there had sprung up instead a feeling of 
sjitisfuction that it was not necessary’' to humiliate Austria 
so far ; for of a sudden all the aflection for their old 
c<jrarades of the Danish war, which had lain latent in the 
hearts of the I’lnissian soldiers during the campaign, had 
again bui-st forth into life, an<l there were prevalent in 
this army almost a kindly pity for the misfortunes of 
those who but on the yesterday were regarded as deadly 
enemies. The soft, stout hearts of the Prussians were 
easily turned from anger to sympathy, as was so often 
shown by their tender treatment of the Austrian wounded. 
During the armistice there was a feeling of suspicion that 
the Austrian diplomatists would be shifty, and break off' 
the negotiations ns soon as their troops were concentrated. 
This feeling, combined with a desire of mere gloiy, made 
the armistice very unpopular ; but now that it had been 
proved that the Austrians were really honest, and that 
peace was really to be concluded, the memory of all the 
old grudges was obliterated, and had been replaced by a 
rapidly increasing feeling of friendship. If an Austrian 
officer had now come into the Prussian lines he would have 
been received by the officers with the same open-hcsxrted 
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hoepitalily which they show to their own comrades ; the 
day before he would have been treated with the most 
polite courtesy. 

The troops w'cre in excellent condition, both iw to 
health and sj>irit.s, and quite prepared to march back to 
the fnmtier at the same rate a.s they a<lvanecd. 

On the eveninjr of the 26th the j>reliniinaries of j>euee' 
were signed at Nikulsburg between Prussia aiul Austria ; 
the tenns which were agreed to were — that Austria 
should go out of the Oermanie Confederation, should pay 
a contribution towards Prus.sia’s expenses iji the late war, 
and should ofl’er no opposition to the steps whh-h Prussia 
might take with regard to Nortliern Germany : these 
stei)s were, to annex Ilan<jv<'r, Hess(sCassel, Nassiiu, and 
the jrortion of Ilessc'-Dariustadt which lies on the north 
bank of the Maine ; to secure the reversion t)f Brunswick 
on the death of the j)resent Duke, who has no children, 
to force Saxony to enter into the new North German 
Confederation headed by Prussia, and to hold the entire 
militaiy' and diplomatic leadership in that Confederation. 
The war contribution t(» 1)0 paid by Austria was fixed at 
40,000,000 thalers, of which 1;),000,000 were to be paid 
up, 15,000,000 were credited to Austria for the Schleswig- 
Holstein expenses, 5,000,000 for tlie support of the 
Prus.sian armies in Bohemia and Moravia, and 5,000,000 
were to be paid at a future date to be afterwards settled. 
The Prussian armies were on the 2d of August to retire 
to the north of the Thaya, but were to occupy Bohemia 
and Moravia till the signature of the final treaty of 
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pence, and to hold Austnan Silesia until the war contri* 
bution was paid. 

To allow time for the preparation and determination 
of the definitive treaty of peace, an armistice for five 
weeks w'as concluded, to commence^on the 2d August, to 
whicli day the five days’ suspension of hostilities was 
extended. The convention for the armistice determined 
as follow's : — 

That the Ihie of demarcation during the armistice 
slutuld run from Eycr by Pilsen, Neuhaus, Zlabings to the 
Thaya : then follow the course of that stream to its junc- 
ti(tn w'ith the March, along the March to Napajedl, and in 
a straight line from Xajuijedl to Oderlwrg, on the Prussian 
frontier. 

llound eacli of the Austrian fortresses lying within the 
territories occupied by the Prussians a space was to be 
left, in order that the fortress might draw provisions 
therefrom. Round Olniiitz this space was to be ten miles, 
round .Jo.se phstadt, Theresienstadt, and Koniggriitz five 
miles, 

'riie Prussians were to have the free use of all land and 
water oommunioations within the ground occupied by 
their armies, and to have the right of transport by the 
railway from Prarau to Bdhmiseli-Triibau, w'hich runs 
past the fortress of Olmiitz. 

The Austrian troops were not to advance fix>m tbeir 
actual positions until the Prussian troops were entirely 
beyond the Thayji. 

The sick, who were left by the Prussians wnth doctors 
and attendants in their actual positions, were to be 
supplied by the Austrian Government, and no impedi- 
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meat was to be made to their removal to their home.s as 
soon uis possible by the Prussian Government. 

The Prussian troops were to Iw rationed from the 
territories occupied. No money contributions were b) 
be raised. 

Negotiations were to be opened at Prague for the 
definitive conclusion of peace. 

By some unfortunate misunderstanding, the garrison 
of Theresienstadt on the 28th duly, although jteacc was 
agraed upon on the 26th, sallied from their fortress, 
de.stroyed the railway l)ridgo near Kralup, north of 
Prague, broke the telegraph wires near the same s])ot, 
and captured two Pru.ssian officers, two officials, and 
fifty .seldiers. When the commandant of Theresienstadt 
directed this .sfilly, he wa.s unaware that the preliminaries 
of |)eace had l>een agreed to ; but his inopportune vigour 
caused a great deal of inconvenience to the Prussian 
army, for the de.struction of the bridge broke the line of 
communication with TUmau, which was a large depdt 
of stores. During the armistice, too, some Austrian 
hussars, uncoascious of the exi.steuce of a truce, made 
an attack on a jmrk of rcscrv'c artillery at Znaym, and 
did some damage, for, on account of the conclusion of 
the armistice, the guards had not taken precautions 
against a Hurpri.se. 

On the evening of the 27th, preliminaries of pca<;c 
were also agreed upon with Bavaria. Tin; Bavarian 
Aml>assador, Herr Von dcr Pfordteu, had lieen for some 
days at Nikolsburg unable to obbiin an audience of 
Count Blsmark, and only in the afternoon of the 27th 
.secured a few moments’ conversation with the Prussian 
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Prime Minister. The terms of peace were q^uick]|r 
stntod : the cession of all Bavarian territory north of the 
Maine to Prussia, the cession of the Rhenish Palatine to 
He.s8e-Darm8ta<lt, and the payment of a war contri- 
bution. The Bavarian demurred, pleaded he had no 
instructions to give up territory, and wished to enter 
into diplomatic negotiations in a more orthodox manner, 
for to the Ambassador trained in the rules of his art it 
.scennxl almost sacrilege to tm’n over provinces in a 
meeting of only some moments’ duration, and to scratch 
out frontier lines with one or two dashing strokes of a 
htu’ried i^en ; but the plenii»otentiaries of Prussia, Count 
Bismark and General Von Moltke, would listen to no 
propositiou.s and hear no objections, they required an 
immediate assent ; the representative of the Court of 
Munich did not feel justified in agreeing to .such con- 
ilition.s, the meeting abruptly terminated, and orders 
were telegraplied to General Manteuffel to press the wax 
in Bavaria. News came in from that country of 
Pru.ssian successes ; the Armies of the Elbe, of Prince 
Frederick ('luirles, and of the Crown Prince were ready 
to huriy off detachments to the theatre of war south of 
the Maine, the cause of the decaying Bund was evi- 
dently hopeless, every day of indecision must heighten 
the wai- contribution ; so in the evening the Bavarian 
Ambassador was fain to declare his agreement to the 
terms dictated. Orders were then telegraphed to 
General Manteuffel to an*est the progress of his army, 
and preliminaries for a pettce were signed. 

On the 27th, Mter the preliminary’ treaty with Austria 
had been signed, the King, much to the sarisfaction 
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o| the officers at Nikolshurg, who in this case certainly 
represented the public opinion of the whole army, «‘on- 
ferred on General Von Moltke the Order ot the Black 
Eagle, the highest of the deeomtions of Pnis-sia, not 
more a.s a sign of aj)pi-oval of the skill with which the 
Genenil had carried through the in'goliafion.s, than of 
the strategy he had displayed in the conduct of the 
eamj)aign. 

The army was delighted with the terms of the peace ; 
all the hardship, all the danger of the campaign were 
tpiite forgotten — all desire of war and regri't that pea(;e 
had liecm made so soon had utterly vanishctl, jfivin£r wav 
to feelings of fongratulation and happiness, hccause 
few men really thought that the dreams of a United 
Germany and of a common Fatherland for tin* whole 
Teutonic rice were now visionary speculations, hut were 
result.s which must follow sooner or later from thi.s 
• ampaign. Count Bismark was immensely popular in 
the army ; he was regarded as the author and origin of 
this .success, so nipid, so complete, that no Pru.ssian daml 
to hoj»c for half such a triumph when the troops dashed 
into Saxony nearly .seven weeks before. 

A review was ordered in the Marelifeld for the .‘list, 
l)Ut only of the main body of the First Anny and of the 
cavaliy coip.s. The Second Army and the Army of 
the Elbe were already preparing to march liack over 
the Thaya, and as .soon as the roads were eh'ar tin; anny 
of Prince Frederi<;k Charles was to follow. 'I'lie great (‘r 
part of the Crown Prince's anny was to hold Austrian 
Silesia and Aloravia, while the First Army and tin; Army 
of the EJ})C occupied Bohemia. There was one dark 
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sbaaow mt over the tfoop*, altJMWgh it ww afanoit 
di«rogar(lea amid the umVcKal joy aimed hf tie 

glorious t(?niis of peace which had been obtained. The 
cholera had broken out in the camp, several men and 
officers were already <lown with it, and great fears were 
entertained ti»at the hot weather might cause it to in- 
(;reas(*. The eases at firet were not very numerous, but 
they were not confined to one particular regiment, or 
one particular locality, which makes it appear as though 
the disease were lurking all through the lines, ready 
to burst forth ever}'wherc if a day hotter than usual 
or a slight failure of good water shouhl occur. The 
medical men, however, spoke confidently of their power 
to keep the pestilence under, and it was hoped that 
wlicn the troops turned their fiices homewards they 
might shake it ofl’ by change of quartere, and suffer no 
more when well away from the flat land which borders 
on the DauulK?. But it pureued them as they moved, 
luid during the whole of the remaining time which the 
Prussian army remained on Austrian tenitor}' it suffere<l 
much frmn disease. 

By the 29th the Prussian army began to withdraw 
from the duchy of .\ustria ; the ( Vovm Prince’s aimy 
was jdready moving back towawls Austrian Silesia, 
passing through Moravia. The second corps d’jirm^e 
of the First Army had commenced its movement 
towards Prague, and the rest of the First Army was 
also to begin its rctrogiadc march on the 1st August, 
after it had been reviewed by the King in the Marchfeld 
on the 31st July. General Mttlbe, who had come with 
his rest'rvo corps from Prague to Briinn before the pre- 
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limiuaries of peace were agreed upon, was retmeing liis 
steps. It could not be expected that the return mart^h 
would be nearly so rapid tis that of the advance. There 
was no enemy now in the front to Ik? turned or hurrii'dly 
pushed back, so the troops moved by easy stages until 
they readied the positions they luid to ociaijiy till the 
treaty of jieaee was finally signed. 

The trooj^s were not at all soriy to be called upon to 
march again ; they had had more than i-uough ivst after 
the quick nuux’hes of the advanot', and Is-gan now to 
find time hang rather heavy on their hands. Even 
smoking gets tiresome when it has been indulged in for 
almost a week eontimiou.sly without tin- interruption of 
jiarades or in.sjiections. Helmet tops had been [>olished 
and repolished, needle-guns had had their conqilicated 
mechanism taken to [lieees, cleaned, and jmt together 
again, sword.s and bayonets had been burnished over 
and over again, accoutrements and ajipoiutments had 
been inspected clo.sely and more closely, almost in the 
hope of finding .some rent or hole which might have 
to be rejiaired, all for the sake of something to do. 
But all the occupation which their accoutrements could 
afford to the men had Inien exhausted, and now they 
were reduced to strolling about listle.s.sly, or hanging 
over the fences which .surround the gardens of the 
cottages where they were billeted, sucking gravely at 
their long wooden pipe.s. Now and then a SKjldier might 
be seen starting off to cut Indian com for the cow 
of the villager on whom he was billeted, but he was 
seldom allowed to enjoy alone his tcmiJorary occupa- 
tion ; a group of comrades, eager for emidoyment, joined 
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him, and in conaequcnce the baekct, the filling of which 
might have given one man work for a couple of houra^ 
was crammed full in a few minutes by the thick group 
of voluntary labourers. The \dllage children alone were 
perfectly satisfied with the existing state of affairs ; they, 
unlike their elders, had no misgivings about heavy taxes 
which they would be required to pay for the expenses of 
the Austrian army or the war contribution to Prussia; 
unlike the soldiers, they were not far away fi'om friends 
and homes, to whom, now that the legitimate work of 
tin? campaign was over, the-se were eager to return; 
carelc.ss of to-moiTow, they were only delighted to have 
so many playfellows, for the great strong men, who had 
been but the other day i)ursuing the fljdng Austrian 
battalions from Koniggratz, were now content to let 
the ehildren beat them, pull their hair, or sometimes 
run about with their newly cleaned swords trailing in the 
dust, and were well pleased aftenvai-ds to instruct the 
urchins in the arts of converting a lump of deal into 
a boat, or a stick of sycamore Avood into a Avhistle. 

A littU' after nine o’clock on the morning of the 31sfr 
July, 186G, the 5th, fith, 7th, and 8th infantr}’^ diAnsions 
and the cavalrj' corps of the First Prussian Army were 
drawn up on the Marchfeld, Avithin fifteen miles of 
Vienna, to be rcAdewed by the King of Prussia. The 
troops were formed in four lines, facing towjuxls the south, 
Avherc' through the haze Avhich always on a Avarm day 
overhangs a largo city, could bo indistinctly seen the tall 
StcphnJienthumA that marked the situation of the Aais- 
trian capital ; their left it'sted close to the village of G&n- 
serndorf, whence the lines stretched for a distance of a 
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mile and a half over a slightly undulated plain, from which 
the crops had already Iwen removed, in the direction of 
Auersthal, but did not extend .so far as that village, 'fhe 
two front lines were fbnncd of hea>y battalions of in- 
fs\ntr}', each elumixHl together in close columns of com- 
panie.s, standing out a dark blue .square against the yellow 
stubble; a hundred yards behind the battalion stood a 
long line of the cavalry corps under the command of 
Prince Albrecht, forming, with the caralry regiments 
attached to the infantry, a force of elose upon 10,000 
sabres ami lanoc.s. On the right stood tin* heavy briga«le 
of Oeneitil Pfuel, consisting t>f the two cuira.ssier regiments 
of the Emjx-ror of Russia and of the Duke of (.'obtirg, tall 
strong men mounted on ma.ssive horses, with their yellow 
helmets and armour glittering in the hot sunshine like 
humished g(dd ; next on the left stood Rheinhaben’s 
brigade formed from cavalry of the (Suanl, one regiment 
of dragoon.s in light blue uniforms with red facings, and 
shining bhu k japanned helmets ; and two of l.'hlans, 
the black and white Hags of who.se lances formed a 
.strong contra.st to the bright red facings and lancer caps 
over which they waved. Next to the Guard brigade was 
ditiwn uj> the brigade of Duke William of Mecklenl)urg, 
which had formed the advanced guard of the First 
Array .since it cimscd the Elbe at Przclaut.sch, and which 
did such tremendou-s havoc among the Austrian cuin^s- 
•siers at the end of the battle of Kdniggiiit^ The regi- 
ments in this brigade are the nsl huswirs of Zietlnui, the 
celebrated yellow Uhlans commanded by Princ<i Hohen- 
lohe, and the 2d dragoons of the Guard, one of wdio.so 
squadron.s rode down the Austrian lancers atTischnowitz, 
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In tlie next brigade stood the thinned squadrons of the 
3d dragoons, who lost more than half their numbers at 
th(! great battle, side by side with the light blue and 
silver clad Thuringian husssirs, who also suffered much 
in the same charge as the 3d dragoons. The left of the 
cavalry brigade: was formed by Goltz’s heavy brigade, the 
Queen’s own cuirassiers, and the 9th Ulilans, the regi- 
ment in whose hands the lance asserted its supremacy 
over the sword in the cavalrj' combat at Saar. In the 
fourth lin<‘, some two hundred yards m the rear of the 
cavalry, were drawn up the ambulance waggons, ammu- 
nition waggon.s, field telegmph dhision, a long line of 
light-blue carriages with companies of side-bearers, and 
engineers here and ther** lietween them, while on the left 
lay the batteries of the reserve artiller}'. Between the 
batteries of infantry and the long line of horsemen stood 
the field batteries attached to the infantry divisions, each 
division in a < losed column of four batteries, with a 
cavalry regiment Iwside it. 

About half-past nine Prince Frederick Charles gal- 
lojM‘d on to the ground and took the command of the 
whole force. The troops were not quite fonned up when 
he anived, and in a short time they had all taken up 
their [msitions. Officers were sent to look out for the 
appi-oaeh of the King, and the cavalry dismounted and 
stood beside their horses, the infantry piled their arms 
and rested beside them to await his arrival In about 
half an hour an officer who had been acting as scout to- 
wards the right was seen coming at full gallop towards 
the Prince, but the purport of his message was under- 
stood — he had no need to deliver it. Before he had 
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reached the Commander-in-chief the sharp words of com- 
mand calling the battalions and squadrons to " attention" 
were pasdng quickly along the line, and in two or three 
minutes the troopers were in their saddles, the companies 
were refoimed, the gunnem sj»raug to their posts l>esidc 
their guns, and the whole army stood silent aiul moti»)n- 
less ; the Iwyonets bristled stiff among the semi'il ranks 
of the iuhuitry, the lanee staves and swords fonned a 
perfect uuljcnding line along the whole (••«% airy division, 
the troopers sat as still as statues, for the horses ha«l been 
perfectly quieted by the eampaign, and llu* only moving 
things among the wide-spread hosts were the standards 
of the infantry, ami the pennons of the Uhlans, 

A little knot of horsemen aj»peared over the brt»w of a 
gentle undulation, and came (juickly towanls the tcntiH' of 
the line ; a tall man witli grey hair ami moustae.lu', in 
the uniform of a general ollieer, rode in front. When he 
came nearly opi>o.site the centre of the army, the sword 
point of Prince Frederick Charles was lowered quickly 
towards the ground. At thi.s signal every officer’s sword 
went down, with a rapid clatter every musket came to 
the “present,” the lance staves and glittering sword- 
blades of the cavalry stood straight up at the “ eariy',” 
while every band struck up the Pru-ssian national hymn 
to salute the King. He lx>wcd down to his hoi’se’s neck 
to return not only the salute, but the loud cheer which 
went up from the ordered crowd, and which drowned the 
music almost as soon as it began to sound. For a few 
minutes this lasted, and then it died aw^ay, giving place 
to the last few notes of the bands. All was again silent. 
The King moved to the right of the foremost line, and 
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rodo along stopping here and there to speak to sokliiii 
who had specially distinguished themselves, or to 
hands with the commanding officers. Every battalitm 
cheered him as he walked along its front, pausbg to 
address to each a few words of praise for some particular 
action during the campaign. Along the second line, the 
cavalry, and the carriages in the rear he also rode, 
l»eforc ho took up his position for the army to march 
p{ist him. 

The lii-st troops that went by were those of the fifth 
division, commanded by General Tiimpling, who fought 
and won, from a superior Austrian force strongly posted, 
tlu- action of Brada, near Gitschin. The whole of the 
Pnissian infiintiy had well proved during the war its 
power of marching long distances on bad roads and in 
unfavourable weather, and that day the battalions who 
were reAdewed on the Marchfeld, amply demonstrated that 
this power can co-exist with the most beautiful exactness 
of parade movements, AVith a long swinging stride the 
men passed by, keeping perfect line, and stepping to- 
gether in such exact time that they could not have done 
Ix'ttcr if, instead of campaigning and bivouacking, they 
had sjicnt the last two months at marching drill. In the 
oentr(‘ of each battalion was carried the standard, often 
riddled with bullet-holes, sometimes so tom away that 
only a few patches of tattered silk were left htinging on 
the bare pole. In the fifth division were the 8th, 12th, 
18th, and 48th regiments, all below their proper strength, 
for the losses at Gitschin had not yet been replaced, as 
the reinforcements which were eoming up were stopped 
as soon as peace was agreed upon. After the infantry 
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came the 3(1 regiment of Uhlan.*^, wliieli was attacheil to 
this division. The iH'ii'eet marching of the foot soldiers 
seemed to be contagious, hu* the s«|uadi'ons moved in such 
even lines that as they pa.ssed the horseman on the Hank 
utterly hid all the ivst from view. Then came the bat- 
teries, two abreast, dark and business-like, with tlie guns 
uncovered, and the ramuiei’s ready, as if pressing forward 
into action. 

The sixth division, under General ^lan.stein, followed 
the fifth, in the same order ; it consisted of the 21th, 64th, 
GOth, and 35th regiments, all marching with the same 
steady .step, and in equally [)erfect lines as tho.se who had 
gone before them. Well they looked .‘ind well they 
went ; stout, broad-shouldered men, well grown in years, 
with thick beards and moustaehes, who swunjt along 
quickly, without a thought about the heavy yellow knap- 
sack which hung upon their backs. After them followed 
a dark-green battalion of JUger.s linked slanddcr to 
shouhler in four wall-like lines, marehing as if they 
were always in this chjse fm-mation, though really liny 
have been u.sed in nothing but skirmishing order during 
the war. The cavalry of this division, the well-known 
black dragoons of Jlraudcnburg, with their light-blue 
tunics and dark velvet collars, from which they get their 
name, formed a bright contrast in colour to the dark- 
green riflemen, but moved with unwavering squadron}*, 
which showed perfectly trained horsfrs and skilled homc- 
men. 

Franzccky’s division came next, the heroes of llcnatck 
and of the attack against the Austrian right on the 
Bistriz, where they left so many of their comrades. 
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Behind this general marched the 2«5th, 66th, 67th, and 
97th regiments, tlie last showing by its diminished front 
the severity of the fire to which it was so long exposed in 
the hardly-contested wood above Benatek, and the .sharp 
fighting of a later date near Blumenau. With this divi- 
sion pa8.sed the dark green and gold Magdebuig hussars, 
one squadron of which made the successful charge against 
th(* Austrian Uhlans in front of Kaltcnbrun. 

The last infanti^'’ regiment which marched past was 
the 8th, formerly commanded by General Horae, but* 
sinet' that general had gone take the command of the 
wlntl(“ of the infantry of the first reserve corps, under 
General Schoeler. It was a brigade of this division 
which fought by night the first infantry' combat of the 
campaign in the narrow street of Podoll, where it suffered 
sfvei'cly. This division also stonned the village of 
Sadowa on the morning of the 8d of July, and spent the 
greater j»art of the day in the wood al)OVC, exposed to 
lK)lh artillery and musketry fii’e. The companies looked 
wt'ak, for their ranks had Ireen thinned by much fight- 
ing ; Irut the men who had comife through it went |>ast 
their King with a proud Iwaring, more like fresh troops 
going upon service than like men who had just finished 
a campaign. All looked splendid, all called forth admi- 
ration, mid a loud munnur of delight went up from the 
groups of officer’s behind the King as the tall Jiigeis 
of Magdeburg passed in unbending line before them. 
These men, recruited from the Hartz mountains, and bred 
up to a forest life, are the very hmu id6al of light 
infantry soldiers ; tall, musculai*, and wir}', quick of sight, 
and rare marksmen. They arc so cool under fire and 
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SO certain of their aim, that it is asserted that, like the 
English archer of old, the Magdeburg Jiiger carries a 
foeman’s life in eveiy bullet in his cartouche. When the 
infantiy had jvissed away, the cavalry in a long column 
of squadi-ons filed l)efore the King, and in the column 
was seen every class of cavalry soldier which exists in 
the Prussian service ; heavy, broatl-shouhh'it'd cuiras- 
siers, clothed in white unifonns, with high blu<'k Ijoots, 
mounted on tall, strong hoi'ses, wliich tnunped along 
under the weight of their armour-clad riders, niising 
clomls of dust, which half obscured the dazzling lefiec- 
tion of the sun from the helmets and cuira-sses ; tall and 
lithe Uhliins, carrying with an easy balanc«* their h»ng 
laucc.s, of which the bainnered [)oints rose in an even line 
alwvc their heads ; light dragoons — for in this service 
all the dragoons are light cavalry, armed with sword and 
carbine ; and lighter still, bright-<‘oloured, rakish-looking 
hussai's, active little men, on strong, short-legged horses, 
decked out with gaudy trappings, which gavt; them an 
almost Oriental appearance. In rear of the cavalry the 
reserve artillery rolled slowly past, followed by the 
hospital trains, now empty, and with the strctchci-s, 
which used to be carried by the Krankentnigers, now 
folded up and strapped upon the carriages ; but ugly red 
stains upon the curtains of the ambulance waggons 
showed that all had been lately used. Last of all came 
the very, useful field telegniph dcfrichmcnt, nine car- 
riages, carrying means for laying down instantly and 
for using thirty miles of wire. When all had passed, 
the King called the commanding officers round him, 
and said : — 
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“ Gentlemen, — I cannot speak to all the soldiers under your com- 
mand — they are too many ; but to you, fur all, I must express my 
thanks fur the conduct and behaviour of this army during the cam- 
paign, which your exertions have brought to such a glorious conclusion. 
I shall not enter into the details of the gallant conduct of your troops 
at the battle of Koniggrdtz, where for hours you stood under the 
whole artillery fire of the Austrian army, and resisted succ^ftilly all 
the attempts of the enemy to crush you, and thus break the centre of 
the line of our battle. I cannot speak as I should wish of Sichrow, 
Miinchengrdtz, Podoll, and Uitschin. I can but embrace my nephew, 
your commander, as the representative of you all. I can but tell you 
that I thank you, and that your King and your Fatherland feel that 
you have nobly done your duty. I am sure there is nothing I could 
say which could be more pleasing to Prussian soldiers.” 


Loud chcors grcetoil the conclusion of this speech, when 
the King turne<l his hoi'se, and rode away. 

On the morning of the 31st, Prince Charles, the father 
of Prince Frederick Charles and Prince Adalbert, received 
the (Jrder of Merit from the King, the same Order as the 
Crowui Prince re(“eived on the battle-field of Koniggrate. 
General \'on Voigt-Rhetz was appointed Governor of 
Hanover, and many other officers and soldiers received 
military houotu's. Prince Frederick Charles received 
nothing, for there was nothing left to give him ; he hjul 
already won every decoration which it wjis in the power 
of the monarch to bestow ; but he was well contented, 
for the troops under his command had won a reputation, 
not oxdy for courage, discipline, and eudimince, but also 
for tenderness to their wounded enemies tmd for a kindly 
consideration for the peaceful iuliabitants of the con- 
quered countries, which must endure as long as history 
lives. The King’s speech closed the last scene of the 
war of 1866. 
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The King started for Berlin immediately, and the troops 
of the First Army, who were reviewed on the JJlst, began 
their northward march the following morning. During 
the occupation of the Austrian provinces the head-quarters 
of Prince Frederick Charles were onlered to lie established 
at Prague, and his army to lie between that city and the 
Thaya, with the Army of the EUk' on it.s west and the 
Second Army on its north and east. On the morning of 
the 1st of August, the last of tlu' Prussian troops broke 
up from their positions on the Marchfeld, and began to 
retnice their steps towards the north. There was no 
need now to advance prepared to form up for battle, no 
scouts were required to steal ah>ng in front of the 
columns, skirmishers wore not require*! to beat through 
the woo<ls and seardi the village's alongside of the line 
of march, the sfati’-edHcers di*l not n«*«'d to ride forward 
to gaze anxiou.sly through their fi«'ld-glass*‘s for indi- 
cations of an em-my, .so the trooj)s were allowed to 
march esusily and < arelessly along, and as far a.s jM).ssibli; 
the marche.s were aiTang».'d s<» that tin* infantry might 
move by .sepanitc; road.s from the cavalry an<l artillery, 
and pre.s.s forward at their own pace, unineommoth'd 
by horsemen or waggon.s. Though only two-thirds «)f 
the First. Army remaine*! to Ihj reviewed by the. King 
on the .'11 .St, and the rest were already sevenil mandies 
before them, it was wonderful U) see what an extent of 
country wjw occupied by the same troops when moving 
which two days liefore were clumped together on the 
small strip of ground near Giinsemdorf. Along every 
road and every lane poured long columns : here battalions 
of infantry, formed of soldiers swinging along carelc.s8ly 
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in loose formation and with open ranks, generally singing 
in loud chorus the Prussian equivalent to “ Home, sweet 
home,” “Mein schones Heimath’s Land;” there, long 
glittering lines of cuirassiers twisted and twined between 
willow-trees and vineyards, standing out with their 
burnished armour bright and clear against the green 
foliage of the cops(;s or thickly-planted vines; further 
off the march of a regiment of Uhlans could be detected 
by the tall spears and fluttering pennons which rose above 
a swelling piece of ground or a plantation of dwarfed 
oak ; while a heavy, rumbling nois^*, toned down by 
distance, through which rose faintly the voices of the 
singing soldiers, told that the batteries were mo\ing 
along the main road to Nikolsburg. Ever)' village was 
te(!ming with soldiers, who were quartered in every 
house : but, though the inhabitants were often incon- 
venienced by having to find the requisite accommodation 
for the men, they were very friendly, though they did 
not .scruple openly to say they were extremely glad it 
was the last time they would be obliged to l)e the in- 
voluntary hosts of the multitudes of foreigners who, 
however agreeable and friendly, still took up a great 
deal of room. The villages of this part of the country 
had a harder time than those of Bohemia and <AIorjrvia, 
imusmueh as for many days the w'hole of the Prussian 
armies had lieen concentrated between Nikolsburg and the 
Roszbach, but by some wonderful means every village now 
had plenty of food and wine to sell to hungry and thirsty 
officers and soldiers — a marvellous fact, for they had been 
long shut out from Vienna, whence the inhabitants said 
they drew all their usual supplies; but as this was 
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a good wine country, and poultry and eggs do not 
genei-ally come out of capital cities, it is just possible 
that these statements might have been advancwl as an 
<'xcuse for the high prices by means of which they were 
doing their best to wring from the pockets of the passing 
Prussians a set-ofi* ag;xin.st the heavy taxes they cxjKJctcd 
to be levied by the Austrian Government to pay the 
expenses of the war. StiU, the villagers and the 
soldiei-s were on excellent terms ; and a.s the trooixs 
were parading on the 1st, to march away, there was a 
good deal of hand-shaking aiul loud protestations of 
mutual esteem and good-will. The inhalntants made no 
«‘omi>laint.s against the trooi)s, and had no grounds to 
make any. The soldiers spoke well of their entertainers, 
though there wa.s a theory in the rank.s that the wonder- 
ful abundance of wine wa.s only a direct conse(pience. 
of the admirable .supply of water xvhich the valley of 
the Miu’ch Imst.s, and .some of tin* men could demil 
graphically the diffenmt gradations x>f colour, from purjde 
to very light red, which their daily b<n'eragc underwent 
during the period of the Prussian rx-cupation of tire 
di.strict. 

On the afternoon of the 1st, the hcad-quartci-s of the 
Fii.st Arfny w’cre all ready to march in the direction of 
Iglau, en route for Prague, where they were to be 
e.stabli.shcd until the conclusion of peace, or until such 
an apjrarently improbaldc event should occur jis the 
expiration of the armistice without the conclusion of a 
treaty. When all wa.s ready, horses sadrlled, saddhi-bags 
paekerl, and every preparation had been made to evacuate 
Elrenthal, a telegram arrived ordering Prince Frederick 
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Charles to march to Lundenburg, and thence to proceed 
by rail with some of his troops to the capital of Bohemia. 
Tlie field post-office and some of the baggage had already 
moved off and were well on their way to a village named 
Peirawerth, which would have been the first halting- 
place had the original route been adhered to. It was 
useless to recall them, so orders were sent to them to move 
to Zisterdorf, where the staff joined them on the morning 
of the 2d, after a short march over the undulating 
countr}^ which lies Iwtween the March and the great 
highway from Nikolsburg to Vienna. The land was 
now bare of its com crops, for the har\'c.st was already 
nearly over, and stretched away in a rolling plain of 
bare stubble land, Iwokcn here and there by bright green 
patches of •\ ineyard, which contra.sted refre.shingly with 
th(‘ monotonou.«s yellow, or by clumps of pollard willows 
or stunted oaks, which’ clu-ster round the little water- 
courses in tlie hollows. A miserable little town .at the 
best of times, off' the main road, hot, white, and dusty, 
Zi.sti*rdorf that day looked worse than usual; it had 
been for some time occupied by troops, who h.ad left 
untidy .’iouvenirn of the encampments of horses in the 
market-place and streets in the shape of remnants of 
down-tro<ldon straw and fodder. Every house had been 
moi’c or less tenanted by soldiers, and the traces of their 
visit were still extant in the crashed bundles of straw 
which formed their sleei)ing-places, and now lay in most 
of the rooms disregai’ded by the dirty inhabitants, and 
afforded a copious supply of waifs and strays to be carried 
by the fet't of every one who went out of the house 
along tlu> passjigcs and into the unpaved street, w’here the 
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marks of the numerous waggons which had parsed through 
the towm were preservetl in deep rough ruts sunk far 
into the mud, which Jiad since been hartlcned hy the 
heat of the sun. But men who were turning homewanls 
fixtm the end of a successful campaign faced cheerfully 
even the ilirty rooms and straw-covered floors of this 
worst class of Genntui village ; so the staft’-ofHcci-s did 
not grumble, but made up their minds to it, and looked 
forward to Prague as a happy haven, where clean beds 
would at last be found.' 

A march of twenty-five miles brought the head- 
quarters of the Firat Ai-my on the 3d August to the 
village of Eisgrub, where they were established in the 
chateau t»f Prince Lichtenstein, sjiid to l)e the mo.st 
fjeautiful country seat in the territories of the Kaiser. 
The chateau inside consLsted of long series of wide halls, 
high corri<lors, and magnificent rooms, dettoratetl and 

m 

^ It may not lx; for StnUciihof^ Priniu, WiMentlurnbticli, 

any one who hapjx-n.n to have that mre I'olteiihof, RnffrrMloif, Kin hHtattleii, 
of prf)|xTly, a map of thw ZiiUtig Falkenalein, rit^hrunu, 
jKirt of the country, t‘» how the Stutzenln^feii, (fUteuhhinn, OlUnthu), 
‘liffcrent tliviaioUA of thia army were Schweiiwarth ; the eighth tlivittioti, 
hilleted, asj it !KTVf n as an cxaiuph- of in NikuNhurg, VoiteUhriinii, 
the manner in wiiif*h »livi*iioii« hav« hofen, Tunxtkin'heii, Steinahniii, fJar- 
Wn quarteretl iluring the advance, timthal, Ifuilhof, KeMhberg, KiHgnih, 
and hhow*H what extent of country ea<’h Xeiidek, Pilgruiii, Evrett, Mitlowitz. 
Ixxly of troop occufKes in iU nightly The rcherv*; nrtillory wa« {uirketl in 
qnartenf when moving. The fifth Onixihach, Neiihof, SilnxMiatiy itrafeii* 
infantry division (x;cnpied J^ah, Ilof- dorf, Aunrhanhof, Trollermlorf, Xeii* 
lein, Rnhhof, Rothon.Hc*ehof, Neudorf, nielli, Partlorf, llleninitx, Horgen, 
Xeaniedl, HanitthaJ^ ReiseIhrechUMlorf, Dannowit/, Weijrteiiitz, (btldeufurth. 
Wiilzoiahofen. The MXth dtriaion waa It may lx; aeen fn»ni Ihiti wliat an ex- 
in Groi»Teijar, Enllxrrg, KJeii^ Orilio* tent of rotiiilry even a aitntll |Miition of 
wit/, WaltTowiU, Klein Olkowiix, Zulb, thia army re^quirtnl, for ihe.alHive Hat 
Klieteraanna, Raiaaenhritek, Joiic^wiU, doea not include the quartera of the 
IaefeId,Mallj«ig,/wingen<!off,Derhhof, cavalry cori«, only four in- 

Carlhof ; th« seventh division, in faiitry diviaioim, with their roiwrve 
Outtenfeld, liartelahriinn, .Hchafferliof, artillery. 
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adorned with oak carving of rare workmanship, and 
precious suits of ancient armour, where stood furniture 
of exquisite finish and taste, and the trails of which were 
hung with glorious old pictures recording the noble 
deeds done by the house of Lichtenstein. Outside 
stretched away into the iar distance long vistas of 
pleasure-grounds, the green turf of which was thickly 
studded with clumps of full-grown cedars, tulip-trees, 
and coppice Ijeech, grouped among other more common 
but not less l)eautiful trees, with so high a skill that 
all trace of art was concealed, and Nature was courted 
so skilfully as to be outrivalled. The river Thaya, 
which flows through the giounds, was by hidden means 
constrained to form unde lakes or narrow winding creeks 
of dark )>lue water, which in some places washed with 
a tiny wave raised by the gentle summer breeze against 
sloping banks of emerald turf, sometimes lay calm and 
still under the slielter of the woods, reflecting the light 
green weeping willows which overshadowed it, and 
floated their lowest leaves upon the surface. Where 
the trees did not occupy the ground, bright beds of 
carefully-tended flowers, jets of water springing from 
(plain tly constructed fountains, orange-trees loaded with 
bright yellow fruit, flowering shrubs covered with full 
blossoms, and bushes of nearly full-blovni roses of every 
shade and hue, threw just the proper amount of life 
into the picture to prevent it from being melancholy, 
and make it sublime. Never had it been more admired 
than on this day. Men who had come over down- 
trodden corn-fields, destroyed villages, woods cut aw'ay 
for palisades or nbattis, and trees tom down and shivered 
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by tempests of shells, required no knowledge of land- 
scape gardening, no wisdom in architecture, to make 
them heartfelt adufirera of the peaceful prospect here ; 
they saw its Wauty, and felt it. Prince Lichtenstein 
himself could not have l*een more satisfied tlian his 
unknown guests that his projwjrty lay where no skirmish 
had to he fought, no defence made in his chatoau, 
and no attack directed (gainst it. 

The head-cpiarters of the Crown Prince ha<l been here 
for twelve days before the ])lace was occupied by Prince 
Frederick Charles, but no traces had been left uf the 
former tenants, either in the house itself or the adjoining 
grounds. Troops had Iteen in and around Eisgnib for 
more than a fortnight, yet no trees had been broken, no 
gni.s.s cut up by hors(‘.s' feet, no fiower-ln'ds trampled 
down ; all the servants and inhabitants, with two ex- 
eoi»tion.s, were well ph>a.«ie<l with the Pru8.sian.s, and w’cre 
{>eifectly .satisfied that the soldiei’s they had been told 
were little better than barlKirians were veiy ea.sy-g»)ing 
quiet sort of people after all. The two exceptions w'cre 
the chief butler and tin; head gamekeeper. The fonner 
ha<l a gi’eat grievance — the whole of tin; wine in the 
cellar of Feldsberg, a neighbouring property which also 
belongs to the Lichtenstein family, had been “ required ” 
by the Pru.ssian (rorami.ssariat. It was in vain to urge 
that .wme of it had been thirty ye.'irs iti bottle, that it 
would not Iwear carriage, or even that the key of the 
cellar had Iwen lost. The commi-ssariat officers would 
take no -denial ; if keys wctc not forthcoming, doors 
could be broken open ; os for the not standing carriage, 
the troofw would take their chance of that, and probably 
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the great age of the wine would compensate for any 
deterioration it might undergo by shaking. Finding 
all excuses unavailing, the unwilling functionary had to 
yield up his keys, and in silent agony to see what he 
had watched with an almost fatherly care for man^ 
years, and had been intended for the consumption of far 
more delicate connoisseurs, carried out of the cellars by 
working parties of soldiers, stowed away in rough pro- 
vision waggons, and carted off to be served out as rations 
to Pi-ussiaii troops. What comfort was it to him that 
he was assured the wine would be paid for when the war 
was over ? No money could buy such vintages again, 
and even if it could the pre.sont generation could barely 
hope to drink it. 

Th(‘ sc'eond complainant, the gamekeeper, was more 
indignant than sorrowful ; it appcarcel that a number of 
.soldieivs belonging to .some regiment of the Second Army 
quartered near Eisgnib organized a battue on their own 
account, and with their needle-guns succeeded in killing 
a large number of the deer which were in the park. 
“ But,” as he said triumphantly, “ we forwarded a com- 
plaint to the Crown Prince himself.” This step, by the 
tone in which it was announced, seems to be supposed 
to have resulted in .some terrible punishment Wing in- 
flicted tm the nefarious .s|x)rtsmen who expended Prussian 
Govennnent ammunition on unoffending stags, instead 
of against the enemies of their country ; but what was 
ac'tually the fate of these violators of the game laws, or 
whctlu'r, as the gamekeeper evidently thinks, the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Second Army carried out some 
such penalty against the delinquents as those which 
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were enacted by the laws of William the f'onqueror 
against similar offenders, has not been reconbnl It is 
certain that a botly of military police rermiined as 
watchers of the deer jmrk iluring the rest of the time 
that ‘the Army of Silesia was here, and that after the 
appeal to its eommamler no ziiiulmnlel-f/eurhr prevented 
the deer from rimming alnnit in un«IisturlM‘<l safety. 

On the 2d August the Kings heatl-qiiarters movtsl to 
Prague ; the next day he went tt* llerlin, whither he was 
accompanied by the frown Prince, to Im presimt at the 
opening of the Pru-ssian ('hand m ix Tlie tremps of the 
First Army wen* alMnit Eisgrub tliat night, the next day 
most of thi'in eros.<ed thi* 'Phaya. The head-«piarters of 
Prince Frederick Charles left laindenburg »>n the-morning 
of the 4th, and by that <‘vening every Prussian sohlier 
was out of the Crown lands of Austria. Then* was great 
reason to rejoice that the army wa-s now free to move 
its jsmition, and was not tied »lown by the neees.sities of 
war to the duchy of .Vustria, for cholera had within the 
hist few days broken f»ut among the inhabitant.s with 
great violence. In Imndenbnrg the |*cople wen* wiid to 
lie dying at the rate of ten an hour ; this appeared to l>e 
the exaggeraterl rejM^rt of the friglitened inhabitants, but 
there is no doubt that the pestilence was very prevalent, 
and was causing much mortality among the country' 
people. The Prussian triM^ps had suflered, but not to a 
very great extent, and more cases had Imcn cured than 
had proved fatal. It was hoped that change of quarters, 
rest, and plenty of food would soon free the troops of the 
disease ; but it was feared that it would rage among the 
natives, who hail little to eat, and could hope for little 
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from the vintage, for the late frost in this spring nipped 
the early vines, and almost ruined the crop of grapes. 

On the moniing of the 5th August, at four o’clock, the 
Iiead-quartcrs of the B'irst Prussian Army broke up from 
Eisgruh, by a short march reiichcd Lundenburg station, 
and thence by railway to Prague, where Prince Frederick 
Ohai les remained until jicace was definitely signed, and 
no possibility remained of his army ljeing,re<juired again 
for the pres**nt. Although only one battalion of Jagers 
fomietl the escort of the train which brought the Prince 
and his statf, yet the imralMT of carriages required to 
convey tin* whole of the heads of departments who 
moved with hea«l-<p»arters, their servants and horses, was 
very great ; and on account of the numerous cur\'es in the 
line, the long train was only able to jolt so slowly along 
that, although it left Lundenburg at half-psist six iu the 
morning, it did not arrive at Prague till midnight. 
Slow and tedious as the journey was, and much as at 
the time the impatient oHicera grumbled, they had good 
cause to Imj grateful for the tardiness with which it was 
driven, for the next morning intelligence Avas received 
which told that a train, following a few hours after, in 
trying to go faster, met Avith a terrible accident. On 
account of the great amount of militjiiy traffic on the 
line, which luul lately formed the artery' of conununica- 
tion ortd supplies for the three united Prussian armies, 
railway carriages had been brought from Saxony and 
even Prussia to supply the necessary transport. These 
carriages for the most |)art ran on three pairs of wheels, 
instead of on two, as do those which in time of peace run 
along this line, and which for the most part the Austrians 
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drew back with them when they retnuited. The Saxon 
carriages, built for straighter liues and geiiller curverf, 
were very liable on such a line as that which h orn HrUuii 
iwiMB and winds up the valley to Prerau to run off the 
ndls, It was thus that the accident occurred. One of 
the six-wheeled carriages flew off the rails, turned over, 
and formed a barricade, against which and each other the 
twelve suceee^^’^K shivered. Five men were 

killed and eight were seriously hurt ; many horses suf- 
fered, and seven ladonging to the King wea* killed. 
This uufortuuate accident affoixls a moral, inasimu-h that 
it shows that imt only must the jK*rmaneut way Im- t utiie 
and .Siife, but the rolling st«K;k u.sed must Ik* suited to the 
partieiilar Hue, if railway.s are retjuired to afford in time 
of war not only powerful but ;dso rapid uu-aus of 
tran.s|i^>rt. 

Tht? railway jotiriicy wa.s from the front to far in the 
rear of the great l*ru.s.Hiau armies. At I.uudenburg, and 
for some «listance uortli, all the roa«ls whicli could l>e 
seen from the lino w<'re swarming with infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, winding slowly along in a northerly <lircc- 
tion; further on were rc.st‘rve store train.s, ammunition 
columns, heavy artillerj", and all the numerou.s waggons 
which must follow in the rear of a great ho.st of fighting 
men ; at Briinn w.'is a garrison of Mulbe’s reserve corps, 
the soldiers of which crowded the station to cratch a 
glimpse of the Commander-in-chief of the First Army ; 
here, too, were the officers of the staff of the Crown 
Prince, who were waiting here till they received definite 
orders as to their further journey from their commander, 
who had been hurried to Berlin to take part in the 
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o^HMiing of the ChamlKTs. Fart Her north, Vjcside roads 
and near villages, could be seen dark blue heavy waggons, 
parked in regular order, which formed the rearmost line 
of the reserve artillery and ammimitioa trains, and 
further north still the stations and towns vvene gsi^ 
riaoned by regimmits of Landw^. 

Nothing could be more striking to RigKshm<^, who 
had *long been accustomed to hear the Prussian anny 
described as a sort of hurried levy of untrained militia- 
men, than the appearance of these troops. Fine and 
stroug as w'cre the men w'ho fought in the foremost 
ninks during the campaign, Prussia had in reserve behind' 
them troops formed of soldiens equally tall, equally 
stnmg, older and Ix-tter grown, in these Landwehr levies. 
Most of the privates are men of gootl situation in life, 
for, after completing their terms of service in the Line, 
they go into business or j»rofessiuus, aud generally have 
secured comfortable incomes ; but at the call of their 
country they ([uit their affairs, and return to serve in the 
ranks, and bring with them to their soldier’s duty an 
eduesUion ami intelligence which can be found in the 
anui(‘s of no other countr)' in Europe ; nor, as can Ikj 
seen from the ganison of this place, have they in private 
life forgotten one item of their former militaty' training. 
They are grand tnwps, the very bcait- kUal of a soldiery ; 
aud they are well led, for their olhcers, nearly all of noble 
birth, tire men who have formerly served in the army, 
and who in time of peace live upon their estates in the 
same districts its the soldiers they command in war are 
drawn from ; so that these Landwehr levies unite with 
their superior cducatiou mid intelligence a chivalrous 
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affeetion for their chiefe, such os characterised the pri- 
vate of the hands who fought so gallantly for the Houm* 
of Stuart. 

The Landwfhr s^hui In'gjin to move back into Prussia, 
and were dishaiuletl to return to their luunes ; their 
places were taken hy the troops of the armies which 
had l»een engaged in the field, and whii-h oe<-upit‘d tin* 
greater part of 1k)hemia and Momvia until the conclu- 
sion i»f the definite treaty of peace. 

The city of I'rague was not visihly affected hy tlie 
pn‘.st‘nee of a Prus-siaii gJirri.son. Tlie shops were all 
open : trade wejit on even in<»re hriskly than usual, for 
the Landwehr oflicers were gencndly rich, and spent their 
money freely ; hut it must have taken the citizens some 
time to recover fn*m the oHiec-rs and soldiers of the gar- 
ri.son the money they luul to eouirihute for tlie t'Xpon.ses 
of the occupation of their town hy the Pru.s.sians. 

PriiK-e Alhrecht, the eommander of the (tavalry e«)rp.s, 
rea<,‘lied Prague* on the lOth of August, hut he di<l not 
bring hi.s troop.s with him, for they had heen seattered 
through the country to facilitate the supply of the large 
amount of pn)vi.sion3 and forage whi«*h so many horse- 
men daily required. The infuntiy* of the armies of 
Prince Frcderir;k Charles, the Crown Prince, and the 
Army of the El lx:, were also scattered through Bohemia 
and Moravia in small divisions, which took up the 
positions they held until the plenipotentiaries who were 
assembling at Prague had affixed tlujir signatures to the 
definitive treaty of peace. 

Some of the infantry corps of the Guard were stationed 
at Prague for a few days, but only as a tcmporaiy measure. 
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On the loth August a brigade of cavalry ci tbe Guard 
corps inarched through the town on their way to the nortb, 
for the whole of thw corps was to be scattered among 
the villages l)ctwe«?n Prague and Theresicnstadt. This 
brigade consisted of th(; garde du corj^s, the cuirassiers 
of the Guard, and a batn^ry of the hoi-se artillery of the 
(iuard ; it was the heavy brigade of the Guard cavaliy’, 
and «’tirresjH)nds in the Prussian s<?r\'ice to our Household 
cavalry. I'hc gard<- «lu corps were dressed in the raine 
way as our cuirassiers ; their men, though not so tall as 
the soldi4-rs of the Life-guanls, lo<jke«l as if they rode 
heavier upon their hors« s, for they carried, even u{s>a 
active service, thi‘ long black Ijoot, and were eucuinljered 
with an enormous kit. Their uniform was white, their 
cuirass<'s ami ln*lim*t.s of a burnished golden colour; the 
men lottkecl strong, solid, and healthy ; the horses 
were thin, but in \vond«-rfid condition, considering that 
they had within S4?vi'n w«*eks marched from Prussian 
Silesia to the banks of the Danube and back to Prague. 
The CtuanI cuirassiers, who followeil, were dressed in the 
same manner as the gaixle du coqw, except that they had 
blue facings instead of .scarlet, mid woro the ordinary 
♦cavalry overall. The long scpiadrous of bright bay horses 
lookeil excc«“dingly well, and even the most prejudiced 
advo«!ate of light «*avalry, and nothing but light cavalry, 
if he had that day seen Prince Albrecht's heavy horse- 
men returning from their campaign, must have owned 
that the days in which heavy cavalry aro of use in war 
are not yet numbered. The experience of this campaign 
has taught that needle-guns and rifled artillery have no 
more driven cavalry, and even very heavy cavalry, front 
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the field of battle than they have from the ‘theatre of 
war ; but it luis l)ecn found that, in the shook of closing 
squadrons, small im*n and light hor.st*.s mast go down 
before the jioworful onset of stouter assailants. The 
Prussians found that, in future, cavalry must be formed 
and equipjK'd so its to allow stnmg trooj)er 8 to be brought 
into the field ; but strong troo|M»r 8 ride heavily, and 
heavy loads toll feaifully on horses on the line of march ; 
80, to secure jH>wer in the charge with rapidity of move- 
ment, the dead weight whi<‘h cavalry lionses now carry 
must 1)0 reduced tUmost to nothing, and the horse must 
be* i\M|UU‘ed to l)ear little mon: than the rider, hi.s arms, 
his cloak, and a light joiddle. ^’alisos will have to Im? 
carried in wagoas in rear of the regiments, or left at 
some convenient j)lace wlu*nce they < an Iw forwarded to 
the front by railway or water transport when the army 
halts, la this war the Prujcsian cavalry gainetl a glorioas 
ami unc.xpectcd reputation fnnn its <-onduct in the iield ; 
but its horse-s suff’ered mu<'h from marching, e.Hjx?cially in 
crossing the highland country which lies on the frontiers 
of Bohemia and Moravia. The (Rivalry felt the effects of 
the rapid movements more than the infantry; yet the 
Prussian f«x)t-sol<lier marched under almost every dis- 
advantage which dress could inflict. Hi.s helmet was 
horrible, both as to comfort and ap[)earance, his clothes 
were uncomfortable, the trousers without gaiters hung 
clammily against the calf on a rainy day, or collected 
inside them a layer of mud which nibbed uneasily against 
the ankle. The inconvenience of the dress was shown 
whenever a battalion started to march ; the first thing 
the soldier did was to divest himself of his helmet, and 
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sling it from his waist-belt, where it dangled uncomfort- 
ably against his legs ; he unbuttoned his coat, and after 
a few days' experience scarcely ever omitted to stuff the 
lower parts of his trousers into his boots, which thus 
afforded a gaiter with the advantage of requiring neither 
buttons nor straps, as do those in use in most armies. 
Prussian officers them.selves acknowledged that the dress 
of their army could not Ije compared to that of the 
Austrians either for efficiency or appearance. It only 
shows what splendid stuff the Prussuin troops are made 
of when they j>erfonued such prodigies of marching as 
marked their victorious course under these disadvantages, 
and also weighetl down by their heavy knapsacks, which, 
although of a Is'tter construction than those of most 
armies, wer*,- hardly required, and though present were 
st ldom looked into in the actual campaign. Railways 
and improved roa«ls have made great alterations in the 
neee.Hsities of a warrior, lx)th by shortening the duration 
of campaigns and facilitating transport. Europe will 
never again see any decently -organized army waiting 
many weeks for tlie arrival of a siege train, for the car- 
riage of which all available transport is required, so that 
from want of mejms of sending stores forward the troops 
in the front are shivering in tattered clothes and suffer- 
ing painfully from uubooted feet Soldiers need no 
longer be weighetl down by heavy loads upon their backs, 
held back from their real use — marching and fight- 
ing — to be converted into beasts of burden. A spare 
shirt, a change of shoes, and a jwt of grease, is about all 
that a foot-soldier need carry with him, besides his arms, 
ammunition, and some food. 



SEi n ITKRkS' lun. 


(noiiK IN. 


244 

On the morning of the 17th, the greater part of the 
first tli vision of the infantry f*f tlie Ouar*! inarehed into tlie 
town, ami man-he*! past Iwfore Prinee Knuleriejc Charles. 
S^nno of the divisiini had arrived a few days iM-fore, hut 
only that day made their formal entrance with their 
eotnrades. who early tluit morning roarlu-d the snhnrhs. 
In an ojk'h space alwMit a mile ami a half without the 
mnjparts the wlsolo of the troops who wrre to maivh in 
wen* assembled al*out eight o’eloek. and a little after 
!H\ir:in moving towards the Koss 1’hor. Thtuv they tiled 
thmugh tlie gat**, halted at the toji of the market-place 
for a few moments to form their columns, jiassed before 
the Prince, and disaj>peared into the narrow winding 
streets beyond, some to take up billets for a few days in 
the town, otheis to jkiss through and move to their posi- 
tions in the villages further north. The .searh;t and gold 
.<M[Uadrons of the (Juard hus.sars led tin* way, the most 
.Hinartly-eipiipjM'd regiment in the Prussian service, whose 
offieem wear the Hessian boot, the true leg-dre.ss of the 
eavalr)' soldier. Ik-hind them came tla* first infantry 
regiment of the (Juurd, with their white faeitigs and 
silver ornaments ; this is the eelehrated regiim'Ut of Pot.s- 
dam grenadiers, to fill the ranks of which with enormous 
men Frederick William I. culled giants out of every 
country' in Euro|)C‘, and made* ever}' Pru.ssiati Embassy, 
from London to Vienna, a recruit ing-oftie<*. The men are 
not quite so tall now' ns those* hand(*cl down to Frederic'k 
the Great but still tlu*y worthily support tin; title of 
grenadiers, for no private in the battalions wras less than 
six feet high, and the stature of the greater pai-t c*xceeded 
that figure. The c ompanies were weak, for many of the 
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tall who inaifheil with their eagles from Prussia 

sleep at Chlum Wide the chief who led them forth, 
(ieiieral Hiller ; many wen? in hospital with wounds, and 
not a few ha«l I»e«-n left iM-hind on account of sickness ; 
for the eh«>lera had Irtii among those who [lassed through 
tin; action •)f Trautenau and came scalliless out of the 
l»jittli‘ «»f Konigghitz. Then came the fusiliers of the 
( I Hard, nut <|uite so lag as those who had gone before, 
hut on the average taller men than the English Foot- 
guards. Hehiiul the.si- marched the tlark green .sections 
of the Jiiger.'i of the (iuanl, whose recruits are picked from 
all the foresters and gamekeejRTs itf l*nissia--mark.‘tmeu 
of unerring aim, skirmishers of high iutelligeuec, who 
know full well how to avail themselves of eveiy .stump 
and hillock, and how. hirking iK-hind shelter, them.selves 
in .sijfety, with every hullet to bring down an enemy. 

A gap of Some hundred yard.s .sej»arated the Jilgei-s 
from the .'Second brigade, fii-st in which came the 2d 
regiment, nuai ami «»rtieers marching in fomgo caps. 
There wa.s not a helmet to be .seen in their ranks, for on 
going into action at Trautenau this regiment to a man 
threw away their heavy helmets, ami thus rid them- 
selves for the campaign of a cumbrous hcad-th-ess in 
a manmu* which did not draw forth such uiupialified 
ai»proval from the military authorities as did their conduct 
on tlie line of march or under iiiv. Behind the foot 
soldiei-s came the artilleiw of the division, fidlowed bv the 
pinvision citlumns and ambulance wagons, whose fine- 
drawn hoi-ses told of many a heavy pull over the 
ruggt'd r<»ads of Bohemia and Moravia. 

The jtarade marching qf the infantry of the Prussian 
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Guard has In^en renowned ever since its recruits were so 
harslily drilled by the stem soldier who first formed it. 
Since that time ffreat alterations have been made Isitli 
in the tactic.s and tivatmont of tlie men ; tlie Fru-s-sian 
grenadiei-s no longer move in the field in the stiff un- 
bending fonnation wdiieh regjirded soldiers only as 
machines. But while the Prussians have lately ad»)pted 
a system of mamein're.s for field service which unites 
immense elasticity with groat mpidity of movement, they 
have not failed to ol>seree that the foundation of all tac- 
tical jtliability lie.> in jircvious solidity and precision ; 
that troops who cannot move W(*ll on parade* rarely can 
be of miuh use in service, ancl that before infantiy 
soldiei-s can dash alwiut as skirmishers they must be able 
to move aecurat<*ly in more; solid formation. This was 
well shown bv the (bianls who marclu'd into Prague on 
the ITlh August. As the battalions pa.s.s(rd the Prince 
not a line wavered, not an opening was seen betwt'cn thi* 
shoulders of the men ; .eoli<l and compact, the cmnitanies 
swept nipidly along in lines as even as if they had been 
ruled, while every foot fell in measured cadence to de- 
serilK? a step of ecjind length. 

The 18th was the l>irthday of the lvmperorf)f Austria. 
Notwitbstanding the pre.s«'ncc of the I*ru.s.sian g;iiTi.son, it 
wa.s cclebnited with all duo honours by the civil gtiard 
of the town. Ksirly in the morning the town guards 
paraded, and marched through the street with sprigs of 
oak leaf in their hat.s, music playing, and swonls draw'u, 
while uuml)cr8 of Pni.ssiaii soldiers off duty crow«le<l the 
foot pavements to gaze at them, ami Prussian guards 
turned out to present arms to the Austrian standarrl of 
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the ancient city of Prague, which was carried in their 
midst. After the civil guard had marched through the 
principal streets, the fire engines followed, decked with 
flags and preceded hy a band- The Prussian authorities 
made no objection to the celebration of the day; in fact, 
they encouniged it, for they made a point of allowing 
evcr}'thing to go on in the Austrian towns they occupied 
as if no foreign troops were present, and no Prussian 
sentries stocxl ufM>n the ramparts or occupied the guard 
houses. In consoqiauice there was good feeling l)etwecn 
the soldiers and the townspeople, between whom there 
arost! many p(“i-soiial friendships, though the latter did 
not s<-niple, even ojx*nly, to say that, though they 
found till! Pnissian.s much more pleasant than they 
eouhl have exp'oted any enemies to be, they would not 
Ik! sorry when their visit w’as over, and Pr.igue was 
again garrisoned by the white uniforms of the Kaiser. 

On the 1 9th, some more of the Guard corps marched 
into the town, while those that arrived two days before 
marched out to the north to occupy positions nearer 
Thercsienstadt, and to make room for the new arrivals. 
The troojis that came in were the yellow’ Uhlans of the 
Guard and the Elizidwth n'giment. The infontry arrived 
very dusty, for they had a long march in the morning ; 
but they went through the streets up to the Pulver 
Thurm, near which Prince Frederick Charles was waiting 
to receive them, with the stvme even front and steady 
tramp as the grenadiers who came in two days before, 
and sw’cpt past the Commander-in-chief of the First 
Army in the unwavering lines which always characterize 
a Prus.sian parade. The men of this regiment, destined 
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for lighter duties, wtuv not so tall or stout as tho.se of the 
first hrigade, hut they were .still large nn*n. with great 
depth and breadth of ehe.st, and, though «lusty, ltK»ked 
anything l>ut tirotl from the hut march. The cavalry, 
like all lancers, lu<»ked .‘<mart, and, e.vcept that the 
hoi'ses were thimua* than wlu*n they left IJerlin, and that 
some of the jitpiadron did not show their projwr strength, 
exhihittnl .small .signs of having ju.st « ome oil' a <am- 
jtaign. 'Hie jH'oj'le of Prague were so niueh accus- 
tomed now to the pcrpi'tual arrival of troops that few 
generally eolleete<l to see a regiment mareli in, but on 
this day, as tie- troujis arrived just as mass was over and 
the eoiigregatiuns were pouring out of the ehurehe.s, a 
con.siderable erowd stopped to ga/.e uj»on the Prussian 
guardsmen, who inai<-lie<l along l»etw*(>n the thronged 
jiaveineiits, overtojijiing like giants the staring Boluunian.s. 
Some .Au.stiian oflhers who were prisoners (Ui parole, 
several having theirarms in slings, on aeeount of wounds 
received at ^liinchengratz <»r Sadowa, could not conceal 
their .admiration of the Prussian troops. For ji time tluw 
gazed .silently ; but as <-ompany afif.a- coinjiany swept 
along, their countenatiee.s brightened up, ami as the last 
battalion came they <-ould no longer refniin from e.xpre.ss- 
ing in words their Hurpris<! and womler that .soldiers 
could be .so j)erfectly traijied within a period of three 
years’ .sen ieo. Fine as the men were who marchcil into 
Prague, many held that they di<l not come u[» to the 
Landwehr fevies. The latter are older men and better 
filled out, and their ranks contain those whose? edueation 
has been supplemented by ap|ilication to traelcs or pro- 
fessions ; and I/andwehr men arc not men who have l)een 
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rjiwtily recruift'<l aiiid rawly trained, they have all served 
fur thr<M! yt-iirs in the regular ranks, they are all true 
sohlicrs, and soldiers of such a sort itn every geuend and 
cveiy sUitesniiin would ^iTsh to see available for the ser- 
vice of his country. 

The definitive treaty of peace was signed between 
Austria and Prus.sia at the Blue 8tar Hotel at Prague, on 
the 23d August. Austria was rcpre.sented by Baron 
Breniu'r, Prussia by Baron Werthcr, a.s C'ount Bismarck 
had gone to Berlin at the same time a.s the King, to Ije 
'ju'esent at the opening of the (’hambers on the 5th 
August. 

1’he treaty of peace definitively signed, was as 
follows: - ■ 

“ III the iiaiiiu nf tin- Holy atul ImUvi.-iilili* Trinity. 

•• His .Majosty the Kino ,,1’ Pru-vui and His Majesty the Enijicror of 
Austria, iiiiiinated hy a de.siru of re.sU'riiig the blessings of jieace to 
thfir iloiiiinious, have resolved to convert the rreliminaries signed at 
Nikol.sfiirg on the 2Gth of July, ll?6G, into a ddinitive Treaty of 
r.ucc. 

“ To this end their Maje.sties have apjiointetl their pleiiii^tcntiaries 

as follows ; — 

“ His Majesty the King of I’ru.<sia : — 

“ Hi.s Kainmerherr, Effective Privy Councillor and Plenipotentiarj', 
diaries Itaroii von Werthcr, (<rand Cross of the Royal Pmssian 
tinier of the Ibsl Kigle with Oak leaves, and of the Im}>erial Austrian 
Onler of la'opold ; and, 

“ His Majesty the Emperor of Austria; — 

“ Hi.s Effwdivo I’rivy Councillor and Kiimmerherr, Ambassador Ex- 
tmonlinarj' and Pleniixitcntiary, Adolph Marie Iktron von Brenner 
Tilsacb, of the Imperial Austrian Ortler of Leoi>old, and Knight of 
the KoyiU Prus.sian Order of the Red Eagle, First Class, &c. 

“ Who have met in Conference at Ihrague, and having exchanged 
their jKiwers, .drawn «P >'« gothh and proper fonu, have agreed to the 
following Articles : 
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••Articlb 1. — For the fuiuro there shall bo lasting i>eaco and 
friendship between His Miyt'sty the King of Prussia and His Majesty 
the Emperor of Austria, as well as between their heirs and descend- 
ants, their States and subjects. 

^^Articlk 2. — That the 6th Article of the Preliminaries of Peace 
signed at XikoLsburg on the 26th of July of this y«»ar may bo carried 
out ; and inasmuch as His Majesty the Empenw of the FnMu h, by his 
authorized eiuissiiry to His Majesty the King of Prussia, oflicinlly 
declared at Nikolsbui^ on the 29lh of the same month of July, qum 
cf qui concerne U Gourernement de F Empr^mtr la Vt^nise acqm$€ 
a FlO.dU hit etir rtmisf tt In /xiKf, His Mjyesty the Emperor of 
Austria on his j>art conforms to this declaration, and gives his consent 
to the union of the Lonihanlo- Venetian Kingdom with the Kingdom 
of Italy, without imposing any other comlition than the Injuidalion of 
those dt‘bts whi»‘h have been acknowledged charges on the territorie.s 
now resigned, in conformity with the Treaty of Zurich. 

** Aiith lk 3, — The prisoners of war shall Ik? at once released on 
lx)th sides. 

“Articlk 4. — His M.ajesty the Emperor of Austria reeognis(*s the 
dissolution of the late (barman Ihiml, and giv(‘s hisS consent to a new 
formation of (temiany, in which the Imperial State of Austria shall 
t ike no j>art. Mor»‘over, His Majesty promises to recognise the closer 
Federal relations which His Majesty the King of Prussia is al)out to 
establish north of the line of the Maine, and also agrees tliat the (German 
States to the south of this line shall form an union, the national con- 
nexion of which with the Northern f’oiifederaey is reserve I for a more 
defined agreement between both parties, and which is to inaintiiin an 
international independent existence, 

“ AitTicr.K — His Majesty the Erajieror of Austria tranHfi‘rs to His 
^fajc?sty the King of Prussia all the rights lie acipiiriMl under the 
Peace of Vienna on the 30tli of October, 1861, to the Duchies of 
Holstein and Schleswig, with the? understanding that the people of the 
northern district of tSchleswig, if, by free vote they express a wish to 
be united to Denmark, shall be ceded to Denmark accordingly. 

Article 6. — At the desire of His Majesty the Emperor of 
Austria, His Majesty the King of Prussia diK? lares himself willing, on 
the approaching changes in Germany, to allow the territory of the 
Kingdom of Saxony to remain within its present liniiU, reserving to 
himself the right of settling in a separate Treaty of Peace with the 
King of Saxony the share to U* contributed by Kaxony towanis the 
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ffXpcnBea of the war, aud the poatiion booceforth to be held bj the 
Kingdom of Saxony within the North German Confederation. On 
the other )mnd, Hie Mujeety the Emperor of Auatria promises to 
riM/ognise the changes alxmt to be made in North Germany by His 
Majesty the King of I^issia, territorial changes included. 

Ahticle 7. — In order to settle the pro{>erty of the late Band a 
('oiiiiuiHsion shall meet at Fraukfort>on-the>Maine within, at most, 
six weeks after the ratification of the present Treaty, at which all 
formal claims and demands upon the German Bond are to be made, 
and to Im) liquidated within six months. Prussia and Austria wUl be 
rei>rL;s4;nted in this Commission, and all the States belonging to the 
late Bund are allowed the same privilege. 

“ Aktk’Lk 8, — Austria is at lil^erty to take from the forts of the late 
Buinl nil that Ixilongs to the Empire, aud from the moveable property 
of the lUiiul the |)ro[x>rtionate share of Austria, or otherwise to dispose 
tljereof. I his provision extends to all the moveable property of the 
Bund. 

“Aktk’LF D. — The civil oflicers, servants, and pensioners of the 
Bund will rt'ceive the pi^nsions already accorded in due proportion, hut 
tiie Boyal I’russian (vovernmont undertakes to manage the pensions 
and allowances iiithorto paid from the Treasury of the Bund to the 
ollh ers of the late Sehleswig-llolstein army and their families. 

“Artiolk 10. — The allowance of the pensions granted by the 
Ini|H*rial Austrian Government in Holstein is agreed upon. The sum 
of 440, oOO dollars Danish in 4 jH»r cent. Diiuish bonds now knlged in 
the hands of the Im|>erial Austrian Government, and belonging to 
the Holst4un Treasury, will be repaid immediately after the ratifica- 
tion of this Treaty. No adherent of the Duchies of Holstein and 
Schleswig, and no subject of their Majesties the King of Prussia and 
the KinjHjror of Austria, is to be prosecutevl, troubled, or in any way 
molested in bis person or his projx'rty on account of bis political 
position during recent oventa and the recent war. 

**AiiTicLK 11. — In order to defray a portion of the expenses 
incurrcnl by Prussia on account pf the war, His Majesty the Emperor 
of Austria pn)misos to pay to His Majesty the King of Prussia the 
sum of 40,000,000 Prussian dollars. From this sum. howerer, the 
amount of the costs of war which, by virtue of the 12th Article of 
the before-mentioned Treaty of Vienna of the 30th of Cfctober, 1864, 
His Mtgesiy the Emperor claims from the Duchies of Schleswig and 
li'dstcin, aud which are valm^l at 15,000,000 Prussian dollars 
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ti^gethor with 5,000,000 Prussian ih^llars ivs m tHjuivulent for the free 
inaiutenaiure of the iVussian army in the Austrian SUitea wltich it 
oefiipie^ till the conclusion of the peact‘, is to bo iliuluctvd, so that 
only 20,000,000 Prussian ib’llars remain to bt' jiaitb Of this sum 
half is to Ih) paid on the exehan^'e of the rutitieutions of this Treaty, 
the other half tlm*e weeks afterwards. 

‘‘ARtni.K 12. — Tlie evaluation of the Austrian territories now 
occupied by the lioyal Prussian tn»ops will In* completed within thrt»e 
weeks after the exchange of the mtitications of the Treaty. From tho 
day of such exchange the Prussian ISeneml ( Jovernments will conKim 
their c»perations to purely military matters. The details with 
to the iiiiniur in which this evacuation is to he cfVect<‘d arv settled in 
a separate prv>t x * !, which forms an ap|H'ndix to this Tivaty. 

Autu'LK 1‘V — All livatii^ and agreements inatle by the high eon- 
tracling partu s bef«»re the war ari‘ hereby revived in ftdl force, so far 
as they an* not invalulat«*d by the dissolution of the tJernmn Huiid. 
More es|>ecia!ly lh»* toiuTal ( onvcnlion betwci-n the States of the 
< lemrin < \)nfedtT4tion on tlie 10th of K» hruarv. H.'U, together with 
more n*i*ent re.*^dutions thereto appertaining, \WII n^main in full force 
as iKdween Prussia and Austria, d he Ini|»i rial Austrian toivcrnmcnt 
•leelan*s, how«*ver, that the ( ‘*»inage Treaty of tin* 21lli of Kehruarv, 
is deprived of i’s <hief value for Austria by tlie dissolution of 
the thnnan liunl, ^^nd the K<»y.d PrU'.«ian (iovernment dechm-s itself 
njady to join with Austria ami the other interesUMl {Kirtieji in the 
negotiations that may arise on the alsilition of this 'IVeaty. The high 
contracting j>arti*‘S likewin#* agree that a-i w«Hm tis jMM^^ihh* they will 
entor into negotiations for a revinioii of ih<‘ <*ommcn:ial Treaty <*f the 
llth of April, with a view t > a furllier alleviation of htirdeiis 

on bolli sides. In the meanwhile, the sai<l Treaty in reslorcil to its full 
fonc, witli this j»rovision, that ls>th the high conlracting parties 
reserve to themselvcH the right >i cancel it afl« r siv months' noti» e. 

AuTiCLR 1 1. — The mtiliraiioiis of the j>rwnt Treaty sliall he* ox- 
changixl at Prague within a week, or, if jiswwihh*, within a ahortci 
periixl. 

In witneas whereof, Ac. 

“ WEin IIEH. 
BKKNXEIh 


rRAotr, 
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The ratifications of this treaty were exchanged on the 
29th August at Prague. 

On tlie 28th, Prin<*e Frederick Charles broke up his 
head-iiuai tei-s at Pragin^ and the whole of the Prussian 
tro<»ps who had been lying in Bohemia and Moravia 
during the progress of the negotiations for peace 
In'tween Pniswia and Austria commenced their marrh 
back towaids tlie Prussian frontier. The men were not 
sorry to leave Boiiemia, for the cholera had Ik**^ among 
them during tlicir .stay in that <'ountry, and many had 
fallen victims to it. 

On the evening of the 2Gth, (ienend Von Lengsfeld, 
till' commander of the artillery f>f the First Anuy, was 
carried off after tw«» day’s illness -the third Prussian 
gein ral who ha«l di<*d from eholera since th<* commence- 
ment of the armi.siie<-. 

As a con.so(|ueuei‘ «»f the exchange of the nitifications 
of peace, the PrJissiau tr«Htps began to vacate Austrian 
territorv, and bv the l-sth of August there was not a 
sjtiked helmet or a needle-gun in Bohemia or Mor-avia, 
Th»' (luard.s, the thinl, fifth, and .sixth corjvs d’arm^e 
marched by remd : the other corp.s wen* moved by rail- 
way. The first eor|>s inov«*d by Oderl>erg, the second by 
Oorlitz, the fourth from Briinn by Prague, the eighth 
by XtlrnlH'rg and Aschatfenburg, the fourtwnth division 
by Gera and Ga.s.si‘1 to Hanover, the si'eond resen'e corps 
by Hof. The Army of the Maine held its ix>sition until 
p<‘a«‘e wiw comdudwl with Heasc-Darmstadt. 

.\ Prussian garrison ha»l already occupied Maycnce^ 
the* keys of the fortress having Ix'en handed over by 
the Bavarians, who were in gsirrison there, as soon a.s peace 
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was concluded between Pni.ssia and Bavaria.* What 
right Bavaria had to deliver up the fortress, which her 
troops avowedly only held jis repn^sentativos of the 
forces of the Bund, no one can tell ; but us no Geninui 
Power was in a position to renunnstrate, and as Fninee, 
who was more eoneeriu'd than any other EurojK*an 
Power in the fate of Alayonce, apjM.*ared to con.sent, 
though notcpiite tacitly, to the arrangement, the Prus.sian 
colours waved without mole.station over the fortifications 
which guard the mouth of the valley of the Maine. 

On the 27th the unwounde*! pri.soners who ha»l l>een 
captured during the campaign were exchanged at ( hler- 
licro. The Pru.ssian.s liberated 52d Ajistrian oflieers and 

O 

35,03(3 non-com mi.s.sioned ofli<*ers and men ; but thi.s w.as 
not the total muster-roll i»f the Au.strian juis^mers who 
fell into the hands of the enemy, fur 13,000 wounded 
who <*ould not yet be removed .still remained in Pru.s.Hi;in 
ho.Hpitals. Austria gave bju*k about 450 Pru-ssian un- 
wounded non-commi.<isioned officers and men, ami about 
120 wounded were unable to l)e moved. There wer«; 
also seven Pms-sian officers lilK*rated. On the stum* <lav 
about 5,000 prisoners, who had Ixjen taken from the 
Bavarian and Hesse-Ctiasel trr>ops, were relea.se«l. 

Count Bismarck, who wtis formerly a major of 
cuirassiers, was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; but this promotion was not his reward for the 
part he has taken in late events ; it occurred only in the 
natural order of things. The head-quarters of Prince 
Frederick Charles moved by rail to the Prussian capital. 

Berlin was very empty : the usual garrison and the 

* Scf ]inge 274. 
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crowtU of officers who generally fill the streets were all 
away with the army. Over many doors were pmnted np 
the red crosses which marked that within subscriptions 
w'ere received for the military hospitals and wounded. 
At the dot)r8 of the public offices, and at those of several 
shops and hotels, little padlock-boxes painted with the 
black and white stripes of the Prussian colours, and 
labelled “ FUr die Verwundete,” invited the alms of those 
who loitered or who passed by. Here and there a conva- 
lescent soldier was seen, with his hand bandaged up or 
his arm in a sling. Preparations were, however, l)eing 
made for the triumphal entry^of the army, when the 
lamentations of tlu' maimed and the wailings of widows 
and oqjhaii eliiUlren were to be drowned in the clash of 
military band.**, and the applause of the crow’cL Would 
not the money that this festival cost have been better 
exjxmdetl on the families of those who died, and on the 
men who had been rendered unable to work for their 
livelihood, in fighting the l>attles which had given so 
much glory and so many broad miles to Prussia ? 
^Military jxmsions were veiy low% Widows with helpless 
children and disabled men who could lalxur no longer for 
bread could Inirdly regard one day’s acclamations from an 
excited (xpuluee as a compensation for a life-long misery. 

In the first sitting of the Special Committee of the 
Prussian House of Deputies on the loan demanded, 
which was held on the 29th August^ the total cost of 
the war was stated by Government to amount to 
88,000,000 thalers. The single items were as follows ; 
— 1. Mobilization of eleven corps d’aim^e at 42,000 men 
each, 25,500,000 thalers. 2. Current expenditure of the 
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war till the end of Aiiguat, 33,800,000 th^ew. 3. 
Demobilization of the triHijw, 1,700,000 thalers. 4. lie- 
supplying the depots of arms niid elotliing after the war, 

27.000. 000 thalers. To tlu total of .SS.OOU.OOO resulting 
from the alwve must Ik* aiUled 20, 000,000 to defray tlje 
cost of keeping the army on a war ft«»ting till.lanuary I, 
1867. The liabilities iaeurn*d mostly remained to Ik* 
liquidated, having hitherto In'en met only liy 2 <).ooo, 0(H) 
of ea.sh taken from the re.serve fund, 4,3 t0,0t»0 thalers 
obtaiiusl by the .s;de of railway stoc k, and .some* 12,0ot> 
thalers of surplus moiu'ys from tluc finance! adminis- 
tration of Isti.'). barge^^piantitic's cef vietuids and other 
stores wc*rc* furtnshc*d by Prussian and foreign subjec*|s, 
but the fortucT, though lc*gallv oldigc-d to camlribute 
yntti-i horses, c cirn, k>\ while* the* war lasted, had to be 
paicl within a yc-ar c,f its c lose*. The anicmnt of this ancl 
othcT clebts c*ontrac*ted by the (fovernmc'nt for railway 
transjeort, &c*. w;i.s not s]>i*c*ially mentioned in the* reports 
publishc'd. About one-half of the eo-sts were covered by 
the* .sunrs e.xacted from the* dc*f(*atc*cl States, estiniatc*d 
at a total c>f 15,143,Ouo thalc*rs. Surely the Ihu.ssian 
8ucce3.se.s have Ik-cu c-hc-aply acquired, if alH)ut 43, 000, 000 
thalers, with 20,000,000 more to insure! the, main- 
tenance of jxiaex* dining the; next three memths, we*re 
all that had to actually invested. To pay off debts 
and repleni.sh the Exchequer, a loan of 60,000,000 
thalers wa.s demanded by the Government. The 
Ministers also asked to be empowered to sell some 

30.000. 000 thalers’ w’orth of reiilway sliarcs lM*longing to 
lines hitherto in part the property of Government, but 
lately disprised of for the above-mentioned sum. Of the 
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money thus realized 27^00,000 thalers were to^be add^ 
to the reserve fund to raise it to the normal height of 
40,000,000 thalers, while the remainder was to be em- 
ployed on two iron-plated vessels, which were being 
constructed and already partly paid for. Another 
intercKting item of future expenditure occasioned by the 
war was formed by the contemplated purchase of one 
more iron-plated vessel for 2,800,000 thalers, and the 
.strengthening of fortrc.ssc.s at a cost of .’1,500,000 thalers. 
To meet these sum.s the Finance Mini.ster had 4,000,000 
thalei>!, the contribution levied on Frankfort, in hand, 
and hoped to ivalize 2,557,000 thalers more from the 
Side of hor.se.s on the demobilization of the army. 

On the 20th and 21st S(*ptemlH:r, the Pimssian f4te,s, 
to celebrate the return of the army, tw»k place at Berlin. 
All the evening of the 19th and till late in the dark 
hours of the moniing of the 20th workmen were bu.sy 
by torchlight finishing the preparations for the fe.stival, 
and at .sunrise on the 20th the whole of Berlin was 
decked in holiday gjirb. From eveiy spire, steeple, and 
dome, from the heavy tower of the Cathedral and 
refunded cupola of the Royal Schloss, from every house- 
top and balcony, waved or fluttered a thick, rustling 
crowd of bannei's, streamers, and gonfiilons. In most of 
the side streets lines stretched from house to house across 
the way supported flags, which swayed backward and 
forwards alfove the heads of the restless, ever-moving 
crowd which thronged the avenues leading to the 
Linden, while in the Linden itself every house was 
decorated with festoons of evergi’cen and laurel, and 
showc*! prominently from some balcony or vdndow the 
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black and wliite colours of Prussia, often coupltHl with 
the crimson and white of the town of Berlin, which, 
fluttering in the light breeze tmd the bright sunlight, 
gave an appearance of intense lightness and lite to the 
heavj’ masses of building which fringe the street. In 
the centre, where between the two jNived carriage-roads 
the avenue of the lindens runs from the Brandenburg 
Gate to the »,»jx'n space in front of the Roytd Palace, the 
captuix'd guns weit: ranged in double line l)elow the 
trees, with their muzzles jK>inted inwards towards each 
other, but with a wide .xpaee of smue fifteen yards' interval 
between them, through which the lrooj>s that were to 
make their triumphal entry were to pa.s.s. Round the 
bright yellow barrels of the bra.s.s oi'dnanee were 
^VTeathed garlands of green leaves, whi«di were in 
many ctiscvs prohniged so a.s to cover the spokes of 
the wheels or the yellow-painted trails. In line with 
the guns and the intervals Wtween them were erected 
trophies, some repre.senting golden cannon grouped to- 
gether in artistic confusion, others swords, bayonet.s, 
helmets, and mu.sket.s, but all bearing groups of the 
special flags of the difterent provinces of the kingdom, 
surmounted by a Idack and white banner, which carried 
in its centre the dijuble eagle of Prussia. From 1am])- 
post to lamj)-j)ost, thcm.selves hidden in masses of foliage, 
from trophy to troi)hy, stretched garlands of evergreens, 
so that from the top of the avenue near the Brandenburg 
Gate Ur the equestrian statue of Frederick the Great, 
opposite the Palace, one long wreath of laurel fringed 
the way by which the home-returning warriors were to 
advance to the open space in front of BlUchcr's statue. 
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where they were to march past the King. The Bran- 
denburg Gate itself was converted into a temporary arch 
of triumph. On its summit stood a line of flagstaflfe, 
from wliich waved long standards that floated heavily 
even in the bri.sk breeze aljove the head of the bronze 
figure of Victor}’ wliich adorned the summit, while on 
either face heavy draperies of bright-eolomx'd bimting 
hid beneath their well-arranged folds the .stonework and 
th<‘ jueitarations for the evening’s illumination.s. Before 
daylight people Ix'gan to a.ssemble ui the street, and to 
take up jtlaee.s from which the march of the troops could 
lx* advantageou.sly seen, and V>y nine o’clo<-k a double 
line itf .spectators fringed the Linden Avenue, while the 
pavement of the street, wliich, being a little higher, gave 
an ailvantageous position, was thickly crowded. Most 
of the' windows were well filled, but the number of 
lookers-on wa.s not .so givat as might have been expected, 
and neither the streets nor the houses weic so thickly 
oeeupieil as were those in London on the entrance of 
the I’rince.ss of Wales before her marriage. Still, the 
numlxn- of jxxiple that collected to see the entrance was 
very large, and largo tribunes which had been erected in 
the Pariser Platz, just within the Bnvndenburg Gate, 
were thickly oi*owded with ladies. 

A little before eleven, the hour armnged for the troops 
to enter the town, the King left the Palace, and, followed 
by his staff, roile up the avenue towauls the Bviuiden- 
burg GaU‘, outside of which he was to meet the troops. 
He was enthusiastically greeted, and a loud swell of 
shouts of welcome traced his jiath till he disappeared 
through the gate. The Queen and the Crown Princess, 

s 2 
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with the llt>y{il chiklren, followed in a carriage, and met 
with a similar reception fixnn the |H*ople, and in other 
carriages, which woiv equally cheered, the Queen 
Dowaffor, the Princess Frederick Charles, and the 
Princess of tiie Netherlands, who all drove out to 
tlie j)la(‘e where the soldiers assembled lH*fore their 
entrance into the town. Outside the gate the King 
was received by the troops with due honoura and some 
ringing cheers, which had hardly died away before he 
had passed along the line, quickly followed by the car- 
riasies which ct)ntained the ladies of the Court, and then 
took up his [Mtst in front »»f the troojw. The line of 
march was raiudly fonned, and the head of the column 
U*gan moving towards the Hrandeid)urg Cate, while the. 
Royal carriages turned and drove quickly back again 
down to the Idndcn Avenue, where their occuj>ants wen; 
again loudly gi’ccted, so that the ladies might from the 
windows of the Crown Princc*’s palace witne.ss the parade 
in front of lihicher’s statue. 

few minutes after the caiTiagcs had pa.sscd down, 
the head of the triumphal column began to wind in at 
the gat*', led by Field Marshal Count Wrangel, b«‘hind 
whom cam(! a large mn.ss of stalf-ofticers and the miliUiry 
attaches to the various Emba-ssies. After a short interval 
rode (ieiieral Von Roon, the Minister of War, ami fJeneral 
Von Moltke, the Chief of the Staff of the King. The 
greeting accorded to these two, the organizer and the 
director. of the movements of the army, was loud and 
long, as also that to the two Generals who immediately 
followed them, Von V'oigt-Rlietz and Blumeuthal, who 
had been the Chiefe of the Staff of the First and Second 
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Annies during the campaign, ^hind these generals 
caine their adjutants, assistants, and aides-de-camp, and 
the whole of the staff-officers of the two annies. There 
was then a pause, and an interval of some hundre«ls of 
yards in the column, for the King had halted inside the 
gate to rc(X‘ivc an a(ld«;8.s from the magistracy of the town, 
and it was some minutes before he himself appeared. 
Hut when he came, aiwl dose Ijchind him the Crown 
Prince and Prince Frederick Charles were seen riding 
side by side, the enthusiasm of the j^eople rose high. 
Hats were taken eff and waved in the air, handkerchiefs 
fluttered from every window, and the cheering went up 
from the crowded street, and was echoed by the homes 
with that mighty roar which rises from a great multitude 
when its heart is touched. Behind the Commanders-in- 
chief of the First and Second Armies ixide Prince 
Charh'.s, the commainler of the whole artillery. Prince 
Albrecht, the loader of the cavalr}- coq)s of the First 
Army, Prince Alexander, and Prince Adalbert. 

The troops followed, preceded by a small detachment 
ennying the standards taken in the war, which were 
borne this day through Berlin by the men who had taken 
them in battle. Clo.se behind came the Potsdam regiment 
of Guards, with the Prince of Wurtemberg at its head, 
but the u.sual fine maixdung of this splendid regiment 
W{\s sjKjilt by the narrowness of way along which it 
moved, and by the anxiety of the soldiers to exchange 
greetings with their friends in the crowd, a lack of dis- 
cipline which to-day w’as excused. Nor did the big men 
of this a'giment i)rcsent the same imposing appearance as 
usual, for most siiectators saw them from windows raised 
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above the street, the result of which was to give even 
these large men a (h^rfed appearauee, and it was only 
by comparing them with the lines of peo[)le through 
whom they passt'd that one could actually ivalize their 
true stature. Bidiind these followed the 3d infantry 
regiment of the Guard. The.se two n*giments fonned the 
first brigade of the Guanl, and were commanded by 
General Alvensleben. The second brigade consisted of 
the fu-siliers of the Guard and of the 2d infantry regiment. 
The latter marched into Ibnlin without helmets, for the 
eumlK-rsomc head-dre.s.s»‘s of which they undertook to 
relieve them.selves at the a<“tion of Trautenau had not yet 
}»eeu replaced ; but the [)eople cheered them enthu.sia.sti- 
eallv, for thev were the heroes of 1‘oslK‘ritz, and the 
rt.'giment whi< h left .so many of its soldiers round the 
.spot where Geuond Hiller fell. 

The* n<*.xt brigade wa.s composed of the Jiigers of the 
Guard — riflemen recruit'd from all tin; foresters and 
gamekecjsTS of I*ru.s.sia, renowned marksmen, who hud 
dom* much hard duty during the cami)aign, and reapetl 
their rewjird in the loud applau.se of the people of Herlin 

-and of a Ijattalion of the Guard of the Grand Duke of 
Mecklenburg. The entrance, of this battalion was a com- 
pliment on the part of the Pru.ssian Government to 
Meckltjnburg in return for the loyal manner in which 
that State stood by Pnifwia Ixrforo and during the war, 
and the {}eo[)le ratified the compliment by the hmd 
gn?eting they gave to these troops as they passed dotvn 
the Linden by bursts of cheering, which were renewed 
again and again. 

After the infantry came the scarlet and gold regiment 
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of hussan of the Guard, followed by small detachments 
which represented the 12th light blue and silver Weis- 
senfels hu.s8ar8, who suffered so severely at Koniggratz, 
the 3d dragoons, who were nearly cut to pieces by their 
rough m^Ue with the Austrian cuira.s8 brigade at the 
same battle, and the Magdeburg hussars, who cleared the 
way for the Prussian infantry at Blumenau ; after these 
the artillery, in a long column, which marched with two 
guns abreast, decorated with flowers and garlands. As 
the troops came out of the Linden Avenue and entered 
the wide, open space in front of the Palace, they formed 
ui>on a broader front, and marched pa.st the King, who 
took his place in front of the statue of Bliicher, VTith his 
staff around him, when by an accidental but curious co- 
incidence General Moltkc was placed l)elow the statue of 
Gneisenau, the (?hief of the Staff in the War of Inde- 
peinlencc. Here the whole of the force pa.ssed before the 
Sovereign, and then filed across the bridge over the 
Sjnee, and their glittering Iwyonets and shining helmet 
spikes <lisappeared into the streets beyond, still cheered 
by the crowd.s in the street and houses until the last were 
lost sight of. By one o’clock the whole of the troops had 
parsed, and the j^jople (piickly separated to go to tbeir 
homcvs, for every citizen of Berlin entertained a detach- 
ment of the men who made their entry — the rich larger, 
the |x>orer smaller numliers, but all some. 

A fall of rain during the night of the 20th laid the 
dust, which the previous day blew unpleasantly about 
the streets. A cloudy morning allowed the people who 
took up their places early to see the entry of the second 
portion of the troops who marched publicly into the 
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town to pass the hours of waiting without being incom- 
moded by the glare which the day before was dazzling 
to the eyes, and after a time became almost painful. 
Those who had wished to obtain good places from which 
to see the troops pass did not this morning take up their 
positions so very early as they did the day before, since 
it was found that the crowd was not so great as might 
have been expected, and many discovered that they had 
taken a needless precaution by being in the Linden 
before daybreak. The consequence was that the people 
were more animated, since they were not already weary 
before the proceedings commenced. The enthusiasm was 
greater, the cheering was louder, and there was generally 
an appearance of more vivacity, enjoyment, and relish on 
the part of both the populace and the soldiery. 

The arrangements and general decorations were much 
the same as on the previous day. The ground between 
the Brandenlmrg Gate and the Scliloss, or old Palace of 
Berlin, which is now not inhabitated by the Sovereign, 
but used for official and state occasions, was divided into 
four portions. The first was the Pariser Platz, which lies 
just inside the Brandenburg Gate, and was used as the 
place of the formal greeting of the King l)y the magis- 
tracy and a detachment of fifty-five young ladies, who 
presented an address in poetry. The .second jwrtion was 
the Linden Avenue, in the centre of the Linden Street, 
down which the troops marched, and which in the Berlin 
triumph played the same part as the Via Sacra in those 
of Ancient Rome. The third portion was the open space 
which extends from the statue of Frederick the Great to 
the bridge over the Spree, in which the troops marched 
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past the King ; and the fourth was the open place and 
garden in front of the Schloss, which was used for the 
celebration of the Te Deum, which this afternoon was 
sung after the last of the troops had marched past. On 
each side of the Pariser Platz tribunes were raised for 
spectators, which were entirely draped with the red and 
white colours of the town of Berlin. Behind these, 
numerous masts were raised, which bore gonfalons of the 
black, and white Prussian colours, with silver-coloured 
shields deviced with the eagle of Prussia or the bear of 
Berlin. On either side of the entrance to the Linden 
Avenue from the Pariser Platz tall trophies were erected, 
which Ijore groups of alternate Prussian and Berlin flags, 
raised above pedestals formed of gilt cannon. Along 
either side of the Linden Avenue were raised on pedestals, 
hidden in masses of garlands of laurels and oak leaves, 
gilt bronze figures of Victory, each of which bore upon a 
shield with azure ground the name and date of one of 
the actions of the war, inscribed in golden letters ; round 
these shields were bronze borders, on the top of which was 
placed the Prussian eagle, while above the head of the 
figure drooped the national flag, supported on either side 
by the more cheerful colours of the metropolis. The 
height from the ground to the top of the flagstaff over 
esich figure was 32 feet. The names of the battles in- 
scribed on these shields were : — June 26, Liebenau, 
TUmau, Podoll ; June 27, Nachod ; June 27, Lang- 
ensalza ; June 27, Oswiecin ; June 27, HUnerwasser ; 
June 28, MUnchengnitz ; Jime 28, Soor; June 28, 
Trauteiiau ; June 28, Skalitz ; June 29, Gitschin; June 
29, Koniginhof; June 29, Jaromier, Schweinschadel ; 
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July 3, Koniggriitz ; July 4, Dennbach ; July 5, 
Hunfeld ; July 5, Zell ; July 10, Waldaschach, Hausen ; 
July 10, Hammelburg, Friedericsliall ; July 10, Kissin- 
gen; July 13, Laufach ; July 1 4, Aschaffenburg ; July 
15, Tobitschau ; July 22, Bluinenau ; July 23, Hof ; July 
24, Tauber-Bischofsheim ; July 24, Werbach, Hoch- 
hausen ; July 25, Neiibruun, Helmstadt ; July 25, 
Gerchsbeim ; July 26, Roszbnmn ; July 28, WUrzburg ; 
July 28, Baireutb. 

In the alternate spaces between these figures stood on 
each side of the avenue square pcdesfcils ten feet high, 
each crowned with a gilt eagle with wings outspread. 
On the sides of these pedestals were inscribed, as a 
memorial of the manner in which Berlin heard of the 
successes of the army, the telegrams received from the 
seat of war which told of each victory. In the space 
of each of the.se pede.stals and the trophies on either side 
bearing the names of the battles were placed two cande- 
labra, each ten feet high, formed of a bronze stalk, 
standing on a triangular pedestal swathed with laurel 
wreaths, and terminating at the summit in a gilt basin, 
which was used in the illumination for burning coloured 
lights. All these trophies, pedestals, and candelabra 
were connected together by festoons of green foliage, 
which drooped down so as almost to kiss the bright 
barrels of the captured guns, which were placed between 
the works of art, and were themselves wreathed with 
garlands.' Two hundred and eight guns, one hundred 
and four on each side, stood in the Linden Avenue, with 
their muzzles still begrimed with powder, in a line with 
the pedestals and figures, and their trails just inside the 



Chap. IV.] 


TRE TRUCE. 


267 


lines of linden trees which give the name to the street. 
More cannon might have been exhibited as spoils of the 
war, for many more were taken ; but it was resolved that 
only those which were captured in open battle should be 
here, and those which were seized in arsenals or fortified 
places that fell into the hands of the victors were* not 
brought out for this festival. Only at the places where 
cross streets cut the Linden Avenue were these festoons 
interrupted. At the four comers of each crossing four 
tall obelisks were raised on triangular bases, which were 
wound round with spirals of foliage and decorated with 
the flags of the provinces and allies of Prussia, while 
from the top of each the national standard floated fifty 
feet above the ground. On each corner of the triangular 
pedestal was placed a golden eagle, and diagonally from 
obelisk to obelisk festoons were stretched, from which 
hung shields carrying the arms of Prussia and Berlin on 
cither side. 

From the end of the Linden Avenue to the bridge over 
the river the open space was left clear for the marching 
past of the troops, but tall masts were raised on either 
side, from the suinmits of which long streamers fluttered, 
and festoons were led from one to the other. On either 
parapet of the bridge four marble statues of Victory were 
placed, behind which hung flags and drapery, supported 
by masts raised from rafts anchored in the river. 

The large square in front of the Schloss beyond the 
bridge was surrounded with black and white painted 
poles, each of which carried the Hohenzollern shield, 
surmounted by a banner. In the centre was placed 
the altar for the public Te Deum. A square pedestal, 
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four feet high and forty-eight feet long, supported 
at each corner a figure of the Angel of Peace, with 
a palm branch in her hand, and in the centre of 
each side a statue of Victory distributing laurel crowns, 
while between the figures flights of low and easy steps, 
covered with rich carpeting, were placed for the ofiiciat- 
ing priests. Further steps led from the pedestals to the 
altar-place, which was raised seven feet higher, and, sur- 
rounded by golden candelabra, supported the altar, draped 
in velvet, above which stood the golden cross, heavy 
with mouldings of excpiisite workmanship. 

Behind the altar, Vtetween it and the heavy pile of 
the dome-topped Schloss, rose a towering statue of 
Borussia, the clas.sical cognomen of Prussia. With eagle- 
crowned helmet on her head, the sceptre with the iron 
cross gra.spcd in h('r left hand, and her right stretching 
forth the crown of victor}', the figure was placed there 
as a token to signify that their country considered that 
her warriors had done well. On either side stood tall 
trophies of drooped flags and intermingled arms, the 
pedestals of which bore the names of the most glorious 
deeds of Pru.ssian arms in the last two (renturies. 
Emblazoned in letters of gold beside Koniggriitz, Kissin- 
gen, and Skalitz, were Fchrbellin, 167.5 ; Stralsund, 1678 ; 
Hohenfriedberg, 174.5; Prague, 17.57 ; Rossbach, 1757; 
Leuthen, 1757 ; Zomdorf, 1758 ; Leipzig, 1813 ; 
Paris, 1814; Belle- Alliance, 1815. On cither side these 
trophies were ranged figures of the Electors of Branden- 
burg and Kings of Pru.ssia ; under each was written his 
motto, war cry, or favourite expression, with the date of 
his accessioin and death. Some of the most striking of 
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these were those of Albrecht Achilles, 1470-1486, "No- 
where is it more glorious to die than on the field of 
battle of Friederich Wilhelm, 1640-1688, “ MitGott 
and Friederich Wilhelm III., “ 1797-1840, “My time 
in trouble, my hope in God.” 

A few minutes before eleven, the King, at the head of 
his staff, and closely followed by the Crown Prince and 
Prince Frederick Charles, passed quickly up the Linden 
towards the Brandenburg Gate. A long, rolling cheer 
marked his approach, which swelled into a louder and 
louder shout as he came nearer ; from every window 
handkerchiefs were waved and Prussian colours fluttered, 
while in the street below every head was uncovered, and 
the exultant people, with all the strength of their himdred 
thousand voices, roared out their greeting to their Sove- 
reign. The King stopped for a few minutes in the 
Pariser Platz, and spoke to the wounded, who, still not 
recovered sufficiently to march in the ranks, were seated 
in front of the tribunes on either side, then went through 
the Brandenburg Gate, to place himself at the head of 
the troops and lead them into the town. The carriages 
of the ladies of the Royal family followed soon after, and 
met with an equally enthusiastic reception as the King 
himself, Iwth as they went up toward the Brandenburg 
Gate and on their return after a short inspection of the 
troops outside the town. Soon the Count Wrangel, who 
again led the column, came down the avenue, and was 
greeted veiy warmly. After him the King's staff fol- 
lowed in the same order as before, last of whom rode 
side by side the triumvirate to whom so much of 
Prussia’s success was due — Bismarck, Roon, and Moltke, 
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to-day all three generals, for the Prime Minister was pro- 
moted to that rank the previous day, A considerable space 
separated the stafi’ from the King himself, for he had to 
hear again to-day the address of the magistracy which 
he hjid already received on the former day, and to listen 
to the poetical welcome delivered by the chief of the 
detachment of fifty-one young ladies. When he came he 
was welcomed as loudly, or even more so, than before, 
more loudly than the day before, for the people were 
less fatigued by waiting, and were not annoyed by the 
dust which blew about among them yesterday. From 
the time the King came down the avenue with the 
Crown Prince and Prince Frederick Charles close be- 
hind him one incessant shout was maintained until the 
whole of the troops had passed, which sometimes rose 
very loud, sometimes slightly fell, but never died away 
entkely. 

The troops which marched in this day were the 
brigades of the Guards which did not come in before, and 
some detachments as representatives of Lino regiments. 
All were greeted loudly, c.specially the 2d dragoons of the 
Guard, who defeated the Austrian cavalry at Tischnowitz. 
To those, however, who had seen the same troops in the 
field, or directly after the campaign, thcii- appearance 
was disappointing. The soldiers marched carelessly, 
and did not preserve either the even formation or the 
measured swinging stride which distinguishes the Prus- 
sian infantry on its usual parades. The day seemed to 
be regarded only as a holiday and festival, and much 
more attention was paid to friends in the houses, or 
alongside the avenue, than to the maintenance of that 
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perfect order in the ranks which is generally so rigidly 
observed. 

After the troops had marched by the King, a portion 
of them were formed up in the square in front of the 
Schloss around the altar. The King, the Prince, the 
staff, and the generals came to the same place, and in 
the name of the army and nation yielded up their hearts 
in thanksgiving to Heaven, while hundreds of priests 
burst forth into the noblest of all songs of praise to the 
Lord of Hosts and the God of Victories. 

On the evening of the 21st, the King assembled 
twelve hundred of the generals and principal officers 
who had served in the campaign at dinner in the Schloss. 
In the later part of the evening the town was illuminated. 
Directly after dark the whole city was lighted up. The 
Schloss was suiTounded by rows of lamps, which stood 
out bright against the hea\'y and indistinct background 
of the ma.ssive building, while circlets of coloured light.s, 
high up in the dome, seemed as if suspended in the air 
without support. Opposite the Schloss bright blue lights 
burnt, and, raised high upon lofty poles, glistened like 
stars of dazzling brightness above the Museum. These 
cast a fitful and almost mysterious glow upon the restless 
crowds, who, notwithstanding the rain, which began to 
fall early in the afternoon, thronged every street, and 
clustered in thick swarms around the fountain in front 
of the Museum, where gas jets introduced among the 
pipes, from which the water played, glistened through 
the sparkling cascade. Every house was illuminated. 
On public buildings and in many private residences were 
fiery copies of the national arms, or names of victories 
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inscribed in flame. Down the Linden Avenue and round 
the statue of Frederick the Great large basins raised on 
bronze stalks contained blazing flambeaux, which blew 
about wildly in the breeze. In many places words of 
welcome to the returning soldiers or mottoes recording 
victory were traced in lamps, which burnt with coloured 
flames, but nowhere was to be seen a single signal of 
congratulation for the return of peace. Eveiy fiery in- 
scription, every device of flame, told the fierce joy of the 
people for victory and compiest, and to the minds of 
many men forelwdcd that thirst for further war and for 
military glory was taking a strong seat in the heart of 
Prussia. Where the exterior of the houses was not 
decked with lamps, or where burning gas did not trace 
the outlines of the national eagh? or the names of vic- 
tories, inside of the windows were fringes of candles. 
Everywhere there was light. No window was dark, no 
house not illuminated, except whci’e the Au.strian or 
some of the neutral Embassies broke, by a gap of dark- 
ness, the brilliant aspect of a lighted street. There were 
few carriages. The people moved through the city a 
restless, feverish croAvd, from which rose a loud con- 
tinuous hum of approbation and of triumph, that here 
and there swelled into a cheer before the residence of a 
Minister or the Palace of the King. 

A long list of promotions and military advancements 
was published that day, and it was also notified that a 
cross of bronze cast from the metal of the captured 
cannon was to be given to every ofl&cer and soldier who 
had passed through the campaign. 

An amnesty, dated the 20th June, was published 
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the same morning, which remitted any punishments not 
yet completed, or any fines which had been decreed by 
courts of justice against persons convicted of ofiences 
under the 87th to 93d paragraphs of the statute-book 
inclusive, and under the 97th to 103d, or under the law 
for the eontrol of the press. 

In the evening special performances were given in all 
the theatres in honour of the triumphant termination of 
the war. Prologues were delivered which detailed the 
glorious deeds of the army, and the plays, which were 
written for the occasion, dwelt upon the actions and 
personal adventures of the late campaign, and recalled 
the memories of the concluding wars of the first French 
Empire. 



CHAPTER V. 

PEACE WITH THE SOUTH-GERMAN STATES. 

On the 2d August, armistices between Prussia and 
Bavaria, Baden, Wurtcmberg, and Hesse-Darmstadt, 
were establi.shed, which were to endm’c until the 22d 
August. The terms of these armistices were similar to 
those made with Austria ; by them stipulations were 
also made for the delivery of the fortress of Mainz to 
the Prussians, and for the unimpeded departui-e of the 
South-German contingents from the other Federal for- 
tresses. 

By the 22d August, peace was definitely concluded 
between Prussia and the Goveniments of all those coun- 
tries, except that of Darmstadt. 

The treaty of peace with Bavaria was signed at Berlin 
on the 2 2d of August, by Count Bismarck and Herr Von 
Savigny for Prussia, by Herr Von dcr Pfordteu and 
Count Bray Steinburg for Bavaria. By it Bavaria agreed 
to pay Prussia thirty million gulden as a war contribution 
in three instalments, the last instalment to be paid 
within six months of the exchange of the ratifications ; 
to abolish the shipping dues on the Rhine and Maine ; 
and to give up the telegraph stations on the north of the 
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Maine to Prussia. The ratifications were exchanged 
within twelve days. 

Peace with Wurtemberg was concluded at Berlin on 
the 13th August The text of this treaty was as 
follows : — 

** Their Majesties the King of Wurtemberg and the King of Prussia, 
actuated by the desire of securing to their subjects the blessings of 
peace, have determined to come to an agreement as to the clauses 
of a Treaty of Peace to be concluded between them. For this 
purpose their Majesties have appointed as plenipotentiaries — The 
King of Wiirtemberg, his Minister for Foreign Affairs, Baron Karl 
von Vambuler, Grand Cross, &c. ; and his War Minister, Lieutenant- 
General Oscar von Ilardegg, Grand Cross, &c. ; and the King of 
Prussia, his President of the Council and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Count Otto von Bismarck-Schbnhausen, Knight of the Black 
Eagle, &c., and his Privy Councillor, Chamberlain, and Ambassador 
Karl Friederich von Savigny, Gi»nd Cross, &c. These plenipoten- 
tiaries having exchanged powers and found them sufficient, have 
agreed upon the following clauses : — 

** 1. Peace and friendship shall henceforth subsist for ever between 
His Majesty the King of Wurtemberg and His Majesty the King of 
Prussia, their heirs and successors, their States and subjects. 

‘‘ 2. His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg engages to pay His 
Majesty the King of Pnissia the sum of 8,000, OOOfl. within two 
months, towards covering part of the costs incurred by Prussia in 
the war. By payment of this sum the King of Wurtemberg fulfils 
the compensation obligations undertaken by him in paragraphs 9 and 
10 of the armistice convention, signed August 1, 1866, at Eisingen 
and Wurtzburg. 

“ 3. As pledge for the payment of this sum the King of Wurtemberg 
will deposit 3J and 4 per cent Wurtemberg State Bonds to the amount 
of the sum to be guaranteed. The bonds to be deposited will be 
calculated at the quotations of the day, and the guarantee sum will 
be increased by 10 per cent accordingly. 

4. His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg retains the right of 
paying the above-mentioned compensation in part, or wholly, at an 
earlier date, at a discount of 6 per cent per annum. 
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“ 5. Immediately after the guarantee being given, in accordance 
vritb Article 3, or after payment of the ^var contribution haa been 
made, the King of Prussia will withdraw liis troops fn)m Wiirtomberg 
territory. The provision nient of the troops during their withdmwal 
shall be according to the hitherto existing Federal dietary scale. 

“ 6. The apportionment of Fedeml property belonging to the former 
Germanic Confedemtion is reserved for a special agreement. 

“ 7. The high contmcting j^^^rties will enter into negotiations for 
the settlement of the Zollveroin relations immediately after the con- 
clusion of peace. In the meantime the Zollverein Union Treaty of 
May 16, 1855, and the conventions connected therewith, which have 
been rendered inoperative by the outbreak of the war, sliall again 
come into operation from the day the ratifications of this present 
treaty are exchanged, with tlie understanding that it remains reserved 
to either of the high contracting parties to allow them to lapse after 
a notification of six months. 

“ 8. Immediately after the restoration of peace in Germany the 
high contracting parties will cause the assembly of Commissioners to 
agree upon bases calculated to further passenger and goods^ traffic 
upon the railways as greatly as possible, especially to regulate the 
relations of competition in a suitable manner, and to oppose the 
efforts of individual companies disadvantageous to the public interests 
of traffic. While the high contracting parties are agreed that the 
establishment of every new railway line conducive to the public ad- 
vantage is to be permitted and supported as fully as possible, they 
will also have the principles demanded in this respect by the general 
interests laid down by the aforesaid Commissioners. 

“ 9. His Majesty the King of Wiirtemberg recognises the arrange- 
ments made by the preliminary treaty concluded between Prussia and 
Austria at Kikolsburg on the 20th of July, 1866, and acceded thereto 
upon his part also, so far as they affect the future of Germany. 

“ 10. The ratification of this present treaty shall take place at latest 
by the 2l8t of August of this year. In token whereof the above- 
named plenipotentiaries have executed the same this day in duplicate, 
and appended their signatures and seals. 

Done at Berlin this 13th of August, 1866. 

“ VAllNBULEK, « HARDEGG, 

VON BISMARCK, SAVIGNY." 
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Peace with Baden was concluded at Berlin on the 
1 7th August. The first, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth 
articles were the same as those of the treaty with WUr- 
temberg ; the tenth and eleventh the same as the ninth 
and tenth of that with Wiirtemberg. By the second, 
third, and fourth articles, Baden agreed to pay Prus.sia 
.six million gulden within two months, as a war contri- 
bution. By the ninth article, Baden agreed to abolish 
the shij)ping dues on the Rhine. 

Peace with Hesse-Darmstadt was only concluded on 
the :id September, to which day the armistice was ex- 
tended. The text of this treaty was, exclusive of the 
prologue, as follows : — 

“ 1 . Peace and friendship shall exist between the Grand Duke of 
Hesse, and on the Itliino, <fcc., and His Majesty the King of Prussia, 
their heirs and successors, for eternal time. 

“ 2. The Grand Duke of Hesse engages to pay to the King of 
Prussia within two months the sum of 3,000,000 florins, to cover a 
part of the expenses caused to Prussia by the war. By the payment 
of this sum the Grand Duke is released from his obligation to pay 
the war contribution wliich he undertook by the Treaty of Armistice 
on the 1st of August, 186G. 

“ 3. The Grand Duke provides guarantees for the payment of this 
money by depositing bonds of the Grand Ducal Loan, when the 4 per 
cent, bonds will be accepted at 80 and the 3 per cent, at 70. 

“ 4. The Grand Duke has the right to pay the above contribution 
either in whole or in part at an earlier date, and if he does so will be 
allowed a discount at the rate of 5 per cent, per annum. 

“ 5. Immediately after the deposit of the guarantees mentioned in 
Article 3, the King of Prussia will withdraw his troops from the Grand 
Ducal territory. The supplying of the troops in their return march 
will bo conducted in accordance with the supply regulations of the 
late Bund. 

“ 6. The regulations for the disposal of common property which 
belonged to the late Bund are reserved for special agreement. 
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7. The high contracting powers will enter into negotiations 
directly after the conclusion of peace for the reform of the Zollverein 
Treaty. In the meantime the Zollvereiii Treaty of the 16th of May, 
18G5, and the agreements connected with it, will come again into 
force on the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the present 
treaty. Each party reserves the right to annul the same after six 
montlis’ notice. 

“ 8. All other treaties and stipulations concluded between the high 
contracting Powers previous to the war come again into force. 

‘‘ 9. Tlie high contracting powers will, immediately after the estab- 
lishment of peace in Germany, cause Commissioners to meet, in order 
to establish rules to facilitate as much as possible the railway transport 
of passengers and goods between the tw'o States, and to oppose the 
pernicious effects of individual administration in favour of common 
interests; and as the high contracting powers are agreed that the 
establishment of a new railway communication based on their common 
interests should be allowed, and, as far as possible, furthered, they 
will cause the plans thereof to be settled by the above-mentioned 
Commissioners. 

10, The Grand Ducal Government declares itself agreed to the 
conventions which Prussia has made with the princely House of Taxis 
for the abolition of the Thum and Taxis postal monopoly. In conse- 
quence the whole postal administration of the Grand Duchy of Hesse 
is to be given over to Prussia. 

‘‘11. The Grand Ducal Government binds itself to allow no other 
than a Prussian telegraph station in Mayence. In like manner the 
Grand Ducal Government cedes to Prussia unlimited power to con- 
struct and to use telegraph lines and telegraph stations in the other 
districts of the Grand Duchy. 

“ 12. The Grand Ducal Government will completely discontinue to 
levy navigation tolls on the Ehine, and also navigation dues (Tariff B 
in the Convention of the Slst of March, 1831), as also dues for lading 
(Supplementary Articles to the Convention of the Slst of March, 
1831), from the day on which the same measure shall be adopted 
by the other German States on the banks of the Ehine. The high 
contracting parties undertake to do the same with regard to the still 
existing navigation tolls on the Maine. 

“ 13. The Grand Duke of Hesse recognises the Definitions of the 
Preliminary Treaty concluded between Prussia and Austria at Nikols- 
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burgi on the 26th July, 1866| and also on his part enters into the 
same as far as the future of Germany is ccmcemed. 

14. His Boyal Highness the Grand Duke of Hesse cedes to the 
King of Prussia with all rights of sovereignty and dominion— (1) the 
countiy of Hesse-Homburg, inclusive of the district of Meisenheim, 
but exclusive of the two demesnes Hotensleben and Oebisfelde be- 
longing to Homburg, which lie in the Prussian province of Saxony. 
(2) The following portions of territory which belong to the province 
of Oberhessen:— (i.) the district of Biedonko^ ; (ii.) the district of 
Vohl, including the enclaves Eimelrod Horinghausen ; (iii) the 
north-western part of the district of Giessen, which includes Frank- 
enbach, ICrumbach, Kbnigsburg, Fellingshausen, Biber, Haina, Eod- 
heim, Waldgirmes, Xauheim, and Hermannstein, with the ground 
within their landmarks; (iv.) the district of Ebdelheim; (v.) the 
part of the district of Nieder-Urfel which is under the Grand 
Ducal Sovereignty. 

15. The Grand Duke of Hesse enters into the North German 
Confederation on the basis of the reform project of the 10th June, 
1866, with all his territory lying north of the Maine, while he binds 
himself to cause the elections to Parliament to be in proportion to 
the numbers of the population. The Grand Ducal contingent firom 
the temtory separated in consequence of this and belonging to the 
Northern Confederation passes under the supreme command of the 
King of Prussia. 

‘‘ 15. The King of Prussia cedes to the Grand Duke of Hesse, in 
lieu of the territorial cessions in the province of Oberhessen, the 
following districts, with all rights of sovereignty and dominion — 

(i.) The formerly Hesse-Cassel district Katzenberg, with the 
places Ohmes, Wolkenrode, Buhlkirchen, Leibelsdorf. 

** (ii.) The formerly Hesse-Cassel district Nauheim, with all rights 
of property, the bath establishments and salt works in Nauheim, as 
well as the places Dorheim, Nauheim, Schwalheim, and Ebdchen. 

(ill.) The district of Beichelsheim which lies to the east of the 
above, and formerly belonged to Nassau, with the places Beicheldieim 
and Dornassenheim. 

“ (iv.) The enclave of Trais on the Lunda, which formerly belonged 
to Hesse-Cassel. 

“(v.) The woodland demesne formerly belonging to Hesse-Cassel* 
which lies between the Grand Ducal districts of Altenstadt and 
Bdnstadt 
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“(m.) The districts of Dortelweil and Niedor-Erlenbach, which 
formerly belonged to Frankfort. 

“ (vii.) The district of Massenheim, which formerly belonged to 
Hesse-Cassel. 

“ (viii.) The district of Haarheim, which formerly belonged to 
Nassau. 

“ (rx.) Tile portion of the district of Mittel-Griindau, of about 
1,700 acres, wliich formerly belonged to Hesse-Cossol. 

“ These districts enter into the province of Oborhessen. In tho 
next place, the district of Eumpenheim, which formerly belonged to 
Hesse-Cassel, Ijdng on the left bank of the Maine, is ceded to the 
Grand Duke, with all rights. The descriptions of the boundary lines 
lie over. 

“ 1C. Agreements between the contracting Powers with reference to 
the archives, officials, military stores, &c. of tho coded districts will be 
concluded by Special Commissioners. 

“ 17. The books, manuscripts, and other articles wliich were in tho 
libi-ary of the Cathedral of Cologne previously to tho year 1794, and 
arc now in the Grand Ducal museum and library, are to be handed over 
to the King of Prussia that they may be restored to Cologne, to which 
the different volumes and articles belong. There shall bo one Com- 
missioner of either side, who in case of dispute are to choose each an 
impartial referee, to whom the case shall be referred. 

“ 18, The Grand Ducal Government agrees to prolong tho present 
contract between a number of bathing-house proprietors in tho town 
of Kreuznach and the Grand Ducal salt work of Karl Theodor Hullo, 
for the supply of lixivium and salt water at the present rate, until 
the Prussian Government shall find itself able to awjuire this salt- 
work. 

“ The Grand Ducal Government will also lay down pipes for the 
supply of this to Kreuznach. 

“ 19. The ratification of the present Treaty shall take place at the 
latest on the Idth of September. 

(Signed) “DALWIGK. BISMAECK 

“HOFMAN. SA VIGNY.” 
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A supplementary convention with reference to Articles 
14 and 15 was to the following purpose : — 

1. Prussia enters into all rights hitherto possessed by the Hessian 
Government in the ceded districts, and pays pensions in the hitherto 
existing way. Officials and servants are guaranteed to be allowed to 
remain in their present situations if they %vill enter the Prussian 
service ; if they, however, return to the Hessian within three months 
after the close of this treaty, they are to be paid up to the time of 
their return by the Hessian Government. The same rule applies to 
the districts ceded to Hesse which formerly belonged to Nassau and 
Cassel. Soldiers who are of the rank of officers in the ceded districts 
shall bo sent to their homes ; and their time of service in the Hessian 
army will be reckoned as if in the Prussian service. Officers and 
military officials ranking as officers are to be allowed to choose 
into which service they will enter. 

“ 2. Tlie Commissioners chosen by Article 16 of the Treaty will 
settle all matters of detail which are connected with the present 
negotiations. 

“ 3. All the inhabitants of the ceded districts are to be allowed 
full freedom to settle in whichever country they choose for a year after 
tlie exchange of the ratifications. 

‘‘ 4. In the cession of the country of Hesse-Homburg, the pictures, 
library, and such things in the Ducal Castle are not included, as 
likewise the orangery. These all remain the private property of the 
Grand Ducal House. 

6. At the same time as the Prussian troops withdraw, the civil 
officers in the lands at present occupied will cease to act, and the 
Grand Ducal officials will return to their duty. 

‘‘ 6. It is understood that the same regulations for the post and 
telegraph services as are to come into force in the province of Ober- 
hessen, from its being included in the Bund, are by this Treaty to be 
extended to the provinces of Stachenburg and Eheinhessen, which are 
south of the Maine. 

7. All prisoners of war are to be exchanged in eight days after 
the ratification of this Treaty. 

“ 8. In reference to the right of garrisoning Mayence, which is to 
remain to Prussia, the same arrangements are to hold good between 
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the Prussian garrison and the territorial Government as did between 
the former garrison of Bund troops and the territorial Government. 

*‘9. All telegraphic offices in Mayence must he entirely in the 
hands of the Prussian Government. The railway telegraphs will not 
he disturbed unless in cases of absolute necessity for the security of 
the fortresa 

“ 10. The Grand Ducal Government is ready to surrender the 
direction of the administration of the Main-Wcser Bailway from the 
Hesse-Cassel frontier to Giessen into the hands of the Prussian Go- 
vernment, provided that the latter will give to the former a yearly 
account of its receipts. 

“11. If the Prussian Government wishes to send troops retoming 
from Bohemia or Bavaria by the Schwandorf to Wurzburg- line, the 
Grand Ducal Government will transport them, and will be paid for the 
same by the Prussian Government. 

“ 12. No subject of the Grand Duke or of the King of Prussia is 
to be annoyed or disturbed in person or property on account of his 
conduct during the time of the war. 

“ 13. In reference to Article 18 of the Treaty, it is understood that 
this article only holds good till the year 1892, if the said saltwork is 
not acquired by Prussia before that year. 

“ 14. The ratifications of this convention are to be exchanged at 
the same time and place as those of the above Treaty." 



CHAPTER VI. 

FORMATION OP THE NORTH-GERMAN CONFEDERATION. 

After the war the Prussian Government determined to 
annex the territories of Hanover, Hesse-Cassel, Nassau, 
and the free town of Frankfort. On the 17th August, 
Count Bismarck introduced a bill into the Prussian House 
of Deputies for this annexation, which was carried by 
two hundred and seventy-three votes, in a house of 
three hundred members; and these territories became 
provinces of the Prussian monarchy. By the treaties 
with Austria, made before and after the war, Schleswig, 
Holstein, and Lauenberg were also united to Prussia. 
The area of Prussia, which before the war was 127,350 
square miles, was increased to 160,000. Her population 
was raised from 19,000,000 to 23,000,000 inhabitants. 

In August the Governments of Prussia, Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin, Mecklcnburg-Strelitz, Saxe-Weimar, Olden- 
burg, Brunswick, Sachsen-Altenburg, Sachsen-Coburg- 
Gotha, Anlialt, Schwarzburg-Sondershausen, Schwarz- 
burg-Rodolstadt, Waldeck, Reusz (of the younger line), 
Schaumburg-LippA Lipp6, Lubeck, Bremen, and Ham- 
burg concluded an offensive and defensive treaty for the 
maintenance of the independence and integrity as wdl 
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as of the internal and external security of their States, 
and undertook a common defence of their territory, 
which they guaranteed by this treaty. 

‘‘ 2. Tlie aims of tho Confederation shall bo definitely laid down by 
a Confedemte Constitution on tho basis of tho Prussian outlines of 
tho 10th of June, 18G6, with tho co-opomtiou of a common Parlia- 
ment which is to be called togetlier. 

“ 3. All existing treaties and agrements between the Confederates 
are to remain in full force, as far as they are not expressly modified 
by the present Federation. 

4. The troops of tho Coufedenites are to be under tho supreme 
command of the King of Prussia. Tlie duties during war will be 
arranged by special settlements. 

“ 5. The Confederate Governmimts ^vill appoint votes to be taken 
on the basis of the elective law of the Empire of April 12, 1840, for 
deputies to the Parliament, and will call tho latter together in com- 
mon with PriLssia. They shall also send Plenipotentiaries to Perlin, 
in order to settle the Pill of Confederation in accordance with tho 
outlines of the 10th of June, 18CC, which is to be laid before the 
Parliament for its consideration and ajiproval. 

6. The duration of this agreement is until the formation of the new 
Confederation, and is settled for <me year if the new Confederation is 
not concluded before the expiration of a year. 

‘‘ 7. The above Treaty of agreement shall be ratified and tho ratifi- 
cations exchanged as soon as possible, at the latest within three weeks 
of the date of its conclusion, at Berlin.” 


The only States north of the Maine which, on the 
conclu.sion of tliis treaty, were not united to Prussia in 
the North German confederacy, were Ecusz (of the older 
line), Saxe Meiningen, and the Kingdom of Saxony. 
The Regent, Princess Caroline of Reusz, soon, however, 
concluded the same treaty with Prussia. 

On the 20th September, Duke Bernhard of Saxe- 
Meiningcn, who did not approve of the new order of 
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things, abdicated, and the new Duke, George, declared 
himself ready to enter the Confederation. 

After a long delay, peace was finally concluded be- 
tween Prussia and Saxony, on the 21st of October. By 
this treaty, Saxony entered the North-German Con.- 
federation. The Saxon troops were to form an integral 
portion of the North-German army, under the supreme 
command of the King of Prussia. Saxony was to pay a 
war contribution of ten millions of thalers,* in three in- 
stalments; the last instalment was to be paid on the 
30th April, 1867 ; one million, however, was to be 
remitted, in consideration of Saxony giving up to Prussia 
so much of the railway between Gorlitz and Dresden as 
ran on Prussian ground. A direct railway was to be 
constructed from Leipzig to Zeitz. All the Saxon tele- 
graphs were to be given up to Prussia, The salt 
monopoly in Saxony was to be abolished. The fortress 
of Konigstein was to be given over to Prussia ; Dresden 
was to be held by a garrison half Pmssian half Saxon, 
the latter not to muster more than three thousand men. 
The commandant was to be appointed by the King of 
Prussia, the second in command by the King of Saxony. 

The conclusion of the treaty of peace with Saxony was 
virtually the last act in the formation of the North- 
German Confederacy. The Parliament had afterwards 
to agree formally to the settlement of the Confedera- 
tion, as it did in the early months of 1867, but 
practically. Northern Germany was united into one 
confederate power under the sceptre of the House of 
Hohenzollern by the end of October, 1866. 

» 1 , 600 , 0001 . 



BOOK X. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE WAR IN ITALY. 

When Prussia had declared that she regarded the 
Austrian proceedings at Frankfort as a declaration of 
war, King Victor Emmanuel, in consequence of his 
alliance with the Government of Berlin, declared war 
against Austria. On the 20th of June, General La Mar- 
mora, the chief of the staff of the Italian army, sent an 
intimation to the commandant of Mantua that hostilities 
would commence on the 23d. The Archduke Albrecht 
accepted the intimation, and made ready for action. 

The theatre of war* in which the troops of Italy and 
those of the Austrian Army of the South were about to 
engage has formed one of the ordinary battle-fields of 
Europe. Its communications with Vienna lay al ng two 
lines. The tailway which from the capital by way of 
Trieste runs through Goerz, Udine, Treviso, and Padua 
to Verona, connects Vienna with the Quadrilateral : and 
the line by Salzbuig, Innsbriich, Botzen, and Roveredo, 
although not completed between Innsbriich and Botzen, 
afforded a subsidiary line for the supply of troops 

^ This theatre of war has been bo good maps of it exist, that it is thought 
frequently and so lately the scene of unnecessary to supply one. 
memorable campaigns, and so many 
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camped under the protection of the fortresses. The 
Quadrilateral itself consisted 'of the strongly intrenched 
camp of Verona, on the Adige, the smaller and less im- 
portant fortress of Legnano, on the same river, the 
lately strengthened fortifications of Peschiera at the 
issue of the Mincio from the Lago di Garda, and the 
fortress of Mantua, which lies fiirther down the Mincio, 
with its citadel and Fort St. George on the left bank, 
and its minor works on the right banks of the stream. 
The fortified Borgo Forte supports the line of the 
Mincio in front of the confluence of that river with 
the Po, while Venice, with many adjacent forts, pro- 
tected the rear of the Quadrilateral towards the sea. 

The Italians, in acting against the Quadrilateral with 
their army concentrated, could either advance across the 
Mincio and rush headlong against its parapets and em- 
brasures, or, by advancing from the Lower Po, push 
towards Padua to cut the main line of communica- 
tion with Vienna. General La Marmora had a very 
difiicult problem to solve, and was not fortunate in 
the conditions he introduced into its solution. His 
information as to the Austrian designs was manifestly 
exceedingly faulty, while that of the Archduke Albrecht 
was excellent. The Italian general was bound to assume 
the offensive, for political reasons. Neglecting a plan 
for his campaign which had been forwarded from Berlin,* 

^ The plan of campaign forwarded strong position between Mantua and 
from Berlin is supposed to have been Legnano, and by their presence hold 
the proiiuct of General Von Moltke, the Austrian army within the Quadri* 
and to have been as follows A corps lateral, while the remainder of the 
of Italians of about one hundred thou- Italian army, by aid of the fleet, disem- 
sand men w^os to cross the Lower Po to barked in the neighbourhood of Trieste^ 
tlie east of the Mincio, and take up a and pushed directly upon Vienna. 
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he adopted one which, as is l;)clievod, had been de- 
termined upon in case of the prosecution of the war of 
1859, by a mixed council of French and Italian officers. 
The main attack was to be made against the Mincio 
and the Adige by the principal army, under the 
personal command of King Victor Emmanuel. Each 
coq)s of tliis aiTuy was reinforced by one division, so 
as to consist of four divisions. These corps were the 
first corps of General Durando, consisting of the 
divisions of Ccrale, Pianelli, Sirtori, and Brignonc ; the 
second corps, under Cucchiari, consisting of tlic di- 
visions of Angioletti, Longoni, Cosonz, and Nunziantc ; 
the third (;orps, under Della Rocca, consisting of the 
divisions of Cugia, Govone, Bixio, and the Crown Prince 
Humbert. If, as has been before observed, each division 
may be reckoned at twelve thousand men, with eighteen 
guns, the whole army, including the division of reserve 
cavalry, mustered about one hundred and forty-six 
thousand men, with two hundred and twenty-eight 
guns. The Italian staff from its information concluded 
that the Archduke Albrecht would await an attack be- 
hind the Adige, and determined to cross the Mincio, 
and occupy within the Quadrilateral the ground not 
held by the Austrians. After taking up this po.sition, 
and so separating the fortresses from one another, the 
main army was to give a hand across the xVdige to 
General Cialdini, who with his corps was to cross the 
Lower Po from the direction of Ferrara. General Gari- 
baldi, with his volunteers, was to support the movement 
on the left by attacks on the passes which lead from 
Northern Lombardy into the Tyrol. On the day imme- 
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diatcly succeeding the declaration of war, the main 
body of tlie King’s army w'as moved towards the 
Mincio. On the 22d June, the day before hostilities 
were to commence, the head-quarters of the first corps 
were at Cavriana, those of the third at Gazzoldo, those 
of the second at Castclluccio. On the night between 
the 22d and 23d, the King in person moved to Goito. 

The passage of the Mincio was intended to take 
place at seven o’clock on the morning of the 23cl, by the 
division of r’eserv’e cavalry, the whole of the third coi'ps, 
and Ceralc’s, Sirtori’s, and Brignone’s divisions of the 
fii’st corps, — altogether aljout eighty-seven thousand com- 
batants, with one hundred and thirty-eight guns. To 
cover this advance, Pianelli’s division of the first corps 
was to remain on the right bank of the Mincio, and 
watch the garrison at Peschiera. Cosenz’s division of' 
the second corps and one brigade of Nunziante’s divi- 
sion were detached towards Mantua ; the other brigade of 
Nunziante’s division was posted on the right bank of 
the Po, to keep open the communications with Cialdini, 
and to observe Borgoforte. 

Angioletti’s and Longoni’s divisions of the second corps 
were to remain near Castclluccio, and if they received 
no further orders to cross the Mincio on the 24th, and 
support the other two corps, which on that day were to 
be in position between the Mincio and the Adige. 

On the morning of the 23d the passage of the Mincio 
by the Italians commenced. Cerale’s division erossed 
at Monzambano, Sirtori’s at Borghetto and Valeggio, 
and Brignone’s at Molino di Volta, between Volta and 
■ Pozzolo. The reserve division of cavalry passed at 
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Goito, and was followed by the four divisions of the 
third corps. The two divisions of Bixio and of Prince 
Humbert were pushed to Belvedere and Rovcrbella, the 
divisions of Govone and -Cugia encamped near Pozzolo 
and Massimbona. The three divisions of the first corps 
bivouacked netu* the pomts where they had crossed the 
stream on the left bank of the Mincio. 

The reserve cavalry pushed patrols to Villafranca, 
which fell in with a few weak detacliments of Austrian 
cavalry, but no other signs of the enemy were perceived. 

A coronet of heights lies on the south side of the 
Lago di Garda, upon the left bank of the Mincio, 
which, on the south, between Valeggio and Somma 
Campagna, sinks into the plain of Villafranca, on the 
east, between Somma Campagna and Santa Giustina, ' 
drops towards Verona and the valley of the Adige. 
Since the very slight natiu'c of the enemy’s detachments 
discovered by the cavalry confirmed the Italian head- 
quarter staff in the idea that the Archduke Albrecht did 
not intend to hold the ground between the Mincio and 
the Adige, but to await an attack behind the latter 
stream, it was resolved to occupy these hills, and, on 
the 24th, to take up a position on the heights between 
Valeggio, Castelnovo, and Somma Campagna. 

The orders issued for the Italian advance of the 24th 
June were, that the first corjjs should leave the division 
of Pianelli on the right bank of the Mincio, and should 
move the head-quarters of its main body to Castelnovo. 
There Cerale’s division was to assume a position facing 
towards Peschiera, while those of Sirtori and Brignone at 
Santa Giustina and Sona should form front towards 
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Pastrengo and Verona. The line taken up by the first 
corps was to be prolonged through Sonuna Campagna 
and Villafranca by the third corps, and to Quademi and 
Mozzecane by the division of the reserve cavalry. The 
divisions of Angioletti and Longoni were to cross the 
Mincio at Goito, and take post at Marmirolo and Kever- 
bella, as reserves. Orders were also issued that a field 
bridge was to be thrown at Torre di Gioto, above Goito, 
and that the field- bridge at Molino, di Volta, as well as 
the permanent bridges at Monzambano, Borghetto, and 
Goito, should be covered by bridge-heads. 

Confident of his information, and without scouring 
the country with his cavalry, General La Marmora ordered 
the advance of the 24th to be made only according to 
the ordinary habit of route marcliing. The troops did 
not breakfast before starting, proper rations were not 
served out to them, and the provision trains followed the 
columns. No preparation appeal’s to have been made 
for combat. Scouts do not seem to have been sent out 
to observe the roads from the fortresses, and the soldiere 
of the infantry were loaded with their knapsacks under 
the broiling sun of Italian midsummer. This negligence 
and temerity met with its just reward. 

The Archduke Albrecht had as field troops under his 
command, the fifth Austrian corps d’arm6e, led by Prince 
Liechtenstein, the seventh corps, under Field Marshal 
Maroicic di Madonna del Monte, the ninth corps, under 
General Hartung, ^d a division of reserve infantry 
formed out of fourth and border battalions under 
General Rodich. After a short time Rodich replaced 
Prince Liechtenstein in the command of the fifth corps, 

IT 2 
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and General Ruppreclit received tlic command of tlie 
reserve division. 

As soon as the Prussians entered Holstein, the Austrian 
commander in Italy concentrated his troops between 
Pastrengo and San Bonifacio,' so that they could be 
united with facility on cither bank of the Adige, in 
case of necessity for action. After deductions for ne- 
cessary detachments, the Archduke had three brigades 
of each corps, and a strong brigade of the reserve 
division ready for battle. His force was thus ten 
brigades, mustering about sixty thousand combatants, 
which the cavalry raised to sixty-two thousand five 
hundred. To these, two hundred and seventy guns were 
attached. 

At the time that Italy declared war, the re.serve 
division was posted at Pastrengo as the right Austrian 
wing, the seventh corps at San Bonifacio as the left wing, 
the fifth and ninth corps were concentrated at Verona. A 
few brigades were pushed forwards towards the lino of 
the Lower Po, to watch Cialdini. A light cavahy brigade, 
pushed forward towards the Mincio to watch the army 
of King \hctor Emanuel, received ordci-s, in case the 
latter crossed that river, to fall back, without committing 
it.self to any serious action, by way of Vilhifranca. 

This brigade of cavalry withdrew on the 22d, as soon 
a.s the Italians seriously showed that they intended to 
cross the Mincio, to Villafranca. On the 23d, when the 
Italians crossed it, they withdrew further, with no more 
resistance than the exchange of a few cannon shots near 

^ A station on the railway lietwoen Verona and Vicenzai and about midway 
between those towns. 
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Dossobuono, and that evening took post under the forts 
of Verona. 

On the afternoon of the 23d, a staff-officer, who had 
been sent to Somma Campagna, reported to the Archduke 
Albrecht that the heights near that place were not yet 
occupied by the Italians, but that heavy clouds of dust 
could be seen to the south moving towards the Adige. 

Archduke Albrecht, who had before thought that the 
Italians, after crossing the Mineio, would move directly 
upon Isola della Scala to join Cialdini on the Lower Po, 
was confirmed in his idea by this report from Somma 
Campagna. He concluded that King Victor Emanuel 
was moving, by way of Isola, to Albaredo on the Adige, 
there to throw a bridge and cross that river. From 
Goito. to Albaredo the distance is over thirty miles. 
The Archduke calculated that the Italians could not 
reach Albaredo before the evening of the 24th, and 
that, as they must then throw a bridge, they could 
only with difficulty commence the passage of the Adige 
on the morning of the 25th. The Archduke calculated 
that on the 23d he could occupy the heights by Sona 
and Somma Campagna, and could, on the morning of the 
24th, attack with strong force the Italian flank near 
Villafranca, while his reserves could at the same time 
be at Castel d’Azzano. 

Acting with this idea, on the afternoon of the 23rd, the 
Archduke removed one brigade of his reserve division 
to Sandra, whence it pushed detachments towards Castel- 
novo. The fifth corps, under General Rodich, was at 
the same time to move to Sona, and send its advanced 
guard to Zerbarc in the direction of Custozza andValeggio. 
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The ninth corps, which had to make a march of fifteen 
miles from San Bonifjicio, could only reach Verona on 
the evening of the 23d, and was therefore ordered to be 
held as the reserve. The cavjdry attached to the different 
corps d’iirm^e was formed into an independent cavalry 
brigade, so that the Archduke now had two brigades of 
that arm. On the night between the 23d and 24th, the 
Austrian head-quarters were moved to San Massimo, and 
orders were issued that on the 24th, at early morning, the 
line between Sandra, Santii Giustina, Sona, and Somma 
Oampagiia should be occupied, and that then a wheel 
to the left should be made on Somma Campagna, as a 
pivot, which would bring the troops on a line from 
Gasteluovo by San Giorgio and Zerbarc to Somma Cam- 
pagna. This movement was to be covered by the two 
cavahy brigades, which were to advance by Ganfardine 
and Dossobuono towards Custozza and Villafranca. 

The dispositions on both sides thus rendered a collision 
between the two armies imminent, and brought on the 

BATTLE OP CUSTOZZA. 

In the night between the 23d and 24th, a heavy fall 
of rain took jdacc, which laid the dust, and made the air 
cool on the following day. 

At three o’clock in the morning of the 24th, the sixth 
Au.strian corps moved on Somma Campagna, the fifth 
corjis, leaving a detachment in Sona, moved on San 
Giorgio ; the reserve division from Sandra, on Castelnovo. 
The advanced guards of all three corps were pushed 
further forward, and the cavalry brigades spread them- 
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selves in the plain, on the left of the ninth corps. These 
advanced guards fell in with those of the divisions of 
King Victor Emmanuel, which were moving in the 
opposite direction, first with those of the reserve cavalry 
division and that of Prince Humbert, which were moving 
from Villafranca on Dossobuono and Ganfardine, then on 
that of Bixio, which followed on the left of Prince Hum- 
bert, as well as on that of Cugia’s division, which was 
moving on Staffalo, and which was supported by the 
divisions of Govone and Brignone. The above-named 
Italian divisions were engaged on the eastern bank of the 
Tione. On the western bank of that stream the advanced 
guard of Ceralo’s division fell in with the Austrian reserve 
division near Alzaroa, and under the pressure of superior 
force was compelled to retire to Oliosi, where Cerale 
made a determined stand. The Archduke Albrecht re- 
inforced his reseiwc division by Piret’s brigade of the 
fifth corps, from the eastern side of the Tione, while 
Mdring’s and Bauer’s brigade of the same corps advanced 
against San Rocco di Palazzuolo. The communication 
between his fifth and ninth corps was secured by the 
advanced guard of the seventh corps, which was march- 
ing from Sona by Zerbare. After a hot fight, in which 
great bravery was displayed by both sides, Oliosi caught 
fire, and Cerale was forced to retreat about one o’clock, 
to Monte Vento. Cerale himself was wounded, and 
General Villarey, the commander of one of his brigades, 
was killed. At Monte Vento, Sirtori’s division, which had 
advanced from Valeggio to Santa Lucia, on the Tione, 
covered the right wing of Cerale’s troops, yet without 
effect, for the Austrians stormed Monte Vento and drove 
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out Cerale, who was forced to retreat on Valcggio. He 
was not, however, pursued. General Pianelli, who had 
been left on the right bank of the Mincio, near Monzam- 
bano, hearing that Cerale was hard pressed at Oliosi, 
on his own responsibility led one brigade of his division 
across the river, and threatened the right flank of the 
Austrian advance against Monte Vento. 

As soon as Monte Yento was evacuated by the Italians, 
Bauer’s and ]\[oriug’s brigades advanced against Sirtori, 
at Santa Lucia. The Italian general quitted his position 
here because he was not supported on his left, and 
retreated about three o’clock to Valeggio. TIk', Austrian 
resers'e division had in the meantime advanced against 
Salionze and Monzambano. By tins liour tlie left wing 
of the Italian army had been completely driven from the 
field, but the battle .still was maintained on the ea.stern 
bank of the Tione. In this part of the field the Austrian 
ninth corps had received orders to halt near Somma Cam- 
pagna, wlien Cugia, about eight o’clock, advanced by 
way of Madonna della Croce. General Hartung occupied 
Berettara and Ca.sa del Sole in force. He .soon received 
orders to advance on Custozza, when he fell in with 
Cugia’s division, which was supported on the right by 
that of Prince Humbert. The latter wtis exposed to 
frequent attacks of the Austrian cavalry, and was often 
obliged to throw its battalions into square, in one of 
which the Prince himself found .shelter from the enemy’s 
horsemen. 

On Cugia’s left Brignone was engaged. The latter 
division was led into action by General La Marmora 
himself. At Monte Godio it was attacked by the 
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Austrian brigade of Sardier, supported by two other 
brigades of the seventh Austrian corps. Shortly after 
midday, and after two commanders of his brigades, 
Gozzani and Prince Amadeus, had been woimded, Brig- 
none was forced to retreat to Custozza. Govone’s divi- 
sion was pushed forward in his place. 

After Cerale had been driven from Monte Vento, and 
Sirtori had retired from Santa Lucia, the seventh Austrian 
corps, supported by the left brigade of the fifth corps, 
which had now nothing before it, pressed hard on Govone 
at Bagolino, and took this place from him. Cugia, now 
outflanked on his left, was forced to quit Madonna deUa 
Croce, and at five o’clock the retreat of the Itaban army 
was general. Slowly the third corps retired beyond 
Custozza, with its left wing on Prabiano, its right on Villa- 
franca. It was not till seven o’clock in the evening that 
the Austrians occupied the heights of Custozza. Bixio's 
division and the reserve cavalry covered the retreat across 
the plain, where some detachments of the second corps 
also came into action. 

The two divisions of Angioletti and Longoni, of the 
.second corps, were to have marched from Castelluccio 
early on the 24th, and crossing the Mincio at Goito,have 
moved on Villafranca, where they could easily have 
arrived by ten o'clock in the morning. They did not, 
however, march at daybreak, and when General La Mar- 
mora, who during the action, for some unexplained 
reason, instead of sending a staft-officer rode to Goito 
to send these troops forsvard, ho found there, between 
three and four o’clock, only a weak advanced guard 
of those divisions. This was sent forward towards 
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Villafranca, and took a slight part in covering the re- 
treat, but the main body of the second corps had not 
moved from Castelluccio. 

The Italian retreat was made, without any orders from 
the commander-in-chief, by order of the commanders of 
di%d.sions. Pianelli’s division, after repelling a sally 
against it by the garrison of Peschiera, retired on Mon- 
zambano, Cerale’s and Sirtori’s on Valoggio, Brignone’s 
on Molino di Volta. Of the third corj)S Govone and 
Cugia retired to Valoggio, Prince Humbert and Bixio to 
Goito. The first corps rccrosscd the river on the after- 
noon and evening of the ‘24th ; the third corps and the 
cavalry in the night. The third eorjw rallied at Volta, 
the cavalry between Goito and Cerlango. The bridge 
of Valoggio was destroyed. 

The army of King Victor Emanuel was withdrawn 
behind the Oglio. Cialdini, who, on the news of the 
battle of Custozza, did not cross the Lower Po, moved 
towards his left, and posted his troops near Mirandola 
and Modena, so as to bo in close communication with 
the army of the King. 

The Austrians lost nine hundred and sixty killed, 
three thousand six hundred and ninety wounded, and 
nearly one thousand prisoners, who were for the most 
part captured by Pianelli. The Italians lost seven 
hundred and twenty killed, three thousand one hundred 
and twelve wounded, and four thousand three hundred 
and fifteen missing. 

A pau.se in the operations was necessary to allow the 
Italian army time to recover from the disaster of Custozza. 
On the 30th, detachments of the Austrian cavalry crossed 



Chap. I.] 


THE WAR IN ITALY. 


299 


the Mincio/and pushed as far as the Chiese, but the 
Archduke Albrecht had no intention or design of in- 
vading Lombardy. 

The volunteers under General Garibaldi amounted to 
about six thousand men. They were divided upon three 
lines. The main body was collected by the 20th June, 
in front of Rocca d’Ans, a small detachment was 
placed near Edolo, on the road which leads through 
the pass of the Monte Tonale into the Tyrol, another 
detachment near Bormio on the road which leads over 
the Stelvio. 

On the 22ud June, Garibaldi’s main body crossed the 
frontier near Storo, but found the population of the 
Tyrol entirely opposed to them, and staunchly loyal to 
the House of Hapsburg. On the 25th, a sharp combat 
took place at the frontier bridge of Cassarobach, in which 
the Italians were worsted. They retired towards Bogolino. * 
Near this town they were attacked by an Austrian de- 
tachment on the 3rd July, and again suffered a reverse. 
In this engagement General Garibaldi was wounded. 

The Austrians crossed the frontier by the Tonal and 
Stelvio roads with small detachments, and several skir- 
mishes took place in these directions between the 23rd 
June and 3rd July. 

As soon as after the battle of Koniggriitz Venetia was 
offered by the Government of Vienna to the Emperor of 
the French, the fifth and ninth Austrian corps were 
withdrawn from Italy, and forwarded to the Danube. 
There then remained in Venetia, besides the garrisons of 
the fortress, only one Austrian corps, and in the Tyrol 
a weak detachment under General Kuhn. 
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The Italian army rested for a space after the battle of 
Custozza, but an advance was rendered necessary by the 
alliance with Prussia. The disaster of Custozza had 
caused both the country and the army to lose confidence 
in La Marmora. The command-in-chief was given to 
General Cialdini, who was ordered to cross the Lower 
Po, and push troops against the Tyrol and into Eastern 
Venetia. 

On the evening of the 7th July, Cialdini, leaving a 
division to watch Borgoforte, and another near Ferrara, 
concentrated seven divisions near Carbonara and Felonica, 
and that evening threw .-<01110 detachments of light troops 
across the Po at Massa. On the night of the 8th, three 
bridges of boats were thrown across tlie stream at Car- 
banarola, Sorniide, and Felonica, and on the 9th, the 
army crossed at these points, covered from any attack by 
• the marshes which in this direction lie between the Po 
and the Adige. After having pas.sed the Po under cover 
of this natural obstacle, Cialdini made a flank inarch to 
his right, gained the high road which leads from Ferrara 
by Eovigo to Padua, and opened his communication with 
FeiTam by militaiy bridges thrown across the river to 
replace the road and railway bridges which, on the night 
of the 9th, the Au.strians blew uj), as well as the works of 
Rovigo. On the 10th, Cialdini s head-quarters amved 
at Rovigo, and on the 14th, after securing the passage 
of the Adige at Monselice, his advanced guard occupied 
Padua. 

The division which Cialdini left under Nunziante, in 
front of Borgoforte, besieged that place. The batteries 
were armed by the 16th and opened on the 17th. On 



Chap. I.] 


THE WJR IN ITJir. 


301 


the night of the 18th, the place was evacuated by the 
Austrian garrison, which retired to Mantua, and was 
occupied by the Italians, who captured there seventy 
guns, and magazines of all kinds. 

As the progress of events in the north pointed to 
the conclusion of an armistice, the terms of which would 
compel, in all probability, the troops on both sides to 
remain in their actual positions, the Italians determined 
to gain as much ground as possible before diplomacy 
might cause their army to halt. 

Cialdini, on the 19th, had with him about seventy 
thousand men, and an expeditionary force to reinforce 
him was being prepared, which would bring into the 
field about seventy thousand additional combatants. 
The Austrian troops in Italy which could take the 
field mustered little over thirty thousand men. That 
day, the Italian general commenced his advance fi-om 
Padua. To Vicenza, which on the 15 th had been entered 
by a weak advanced detachment, one division was sent ; 
the remainder of the army moved to the left bank of 
the Brenta. The right wing marched to Mestre, to cut 
Venice off on the land side, while the fleet, as was 
intended, should attack it from the sea. The centre 
was directed along the railway which leads by Treviso 
and Udine to the Isonzo; the left wing was to act 
against the Tyrol. The reserve, which was being brought 
rapidly forward, was to hold the line of the Adige. 
Medici’s division was to move on Primolano and through 
the Sugana valley upon Trent, while Garibaldi, with his 
volunteers, was to act from the west against the same 
place. 
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As Cialdini advanced, the Austrian field troops under 
General Maroicic withdrew from the Quadrilateral, and 
retired gradually behind the Piave, the Livenza, the 
Tagliamento, and finally, behind the Isonzo. On the 
22d, they evacuated Udine, which, on the 24th, was 
occupied by the Italians, wdth two corps. No resistance 
was made by the Austrians until the Italian advanced 
guard, on the 25th, passed beyond Palmanovo, when a 
sharp skirmish took place w'ith the Austrian rear-guard. 
As a truce had, however, been concluded on the 25th, 
it led to no results. In the meantime, Cialdini had 
pushed detachments 1>y Schio towards Roveredo and by 
Belluno, a.s far as Avronzo, on his l<.*ft, while on his 
right his troops were close up to Venice and Chioggia. 
A truce was agreed upon on the 22d, whicrh was (’.\- 
tended from week to week, until on the 12th August an 
armistice was concluded. The line of the Indrio was 
fixed as the line of demarcation between the troops on 
either side. 

As .soon as the annistice between Prussia and Austria 
had been agreed to upon the 22d July, the Austrian 
troops which had been transferred from Venetia to the 
Danube were sent back to the Isonzo, but on account of 
the subsequent peace were not called upon to act. 

In the meantime operations liad been carried on 
against the Southern Tyrol. On the 20th July, Medici 
received orders at Vigo d’Arzere to push through the 
Val Sugana upon Trent. He reached Bassano on the 
2l8t, with about twelve thousand men, and eighteen 
guns : the same evening he pushed his advanced guard 
to Carpano. Hence he detached a regiment to his right 
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and one to hia left to turn the works which the Austrians 
had thrown up at Primolano, to cover the junction of 
the roads to Feltre and Trent. On the 22d, with his 
main body he marched against these works, which the 
Austrians evacuated as soon as they heard of their 
being threatened to be turned. On the 23d, Medici 
found the bridge over the Strigno barricaded, but not 
defended, and, after a slight opposition, that evening 
entered Borgo. On the 24th he pushed his advanced 
guards to Pergine and Vigolo. That day General 
Kuhn telegraphed to Verona for reinforcements, and 
on the 25th received from that place about eight 
thousand men. With them and the four thousand 
he had near Trent, he detennined to fall upon Medici, 
and push him back. 

On the 25th a slight combat took place between some 
of Kuhn’s outposts and the Italian advanced guard 
near Sorda > but nothing further occurred on account 
of the receipt of the intelligence of the conclusion of 
the armistice. Garibaldi had made some movements 
from the west against the Tyrol, but without great 
success. On the 14th, after crossing the frontier, he 
fixed his head-quarters at Store. On the 19th he 
captured the small fort of Ampola. The Austrians 
made several attacks against the Italian volunteers, who 
tried to secure the roads leading through the mountains. 
This irregular warfare led to no great successes on 
either side. Though Garibaldi attempted to gain as 
much ground as possible, he did not occupy much at the 
time of the conclusion of the aimistice. By that date 
he held the valley of the Chiese for a length of only 
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ten miles from the Italian frontier, ami in the Val di 
Conzei, one of his regiments was advanced two miles to 
the north of Eiva. On the pass over Monte Tonale 
the Italians were repulsed by an Austihin detachment, 
and never effected a lodgement beyond the frontier. 



CHAPTER 11. 

NAVAL OPEBATIONS. 

Of the Italian fleet great things Avere expected. The 
long coast line of Italy, and the mercantile habits of 
the natives of many of her sea-board towns, had for a 
long succession of years been calculated to foster sea- 
men, and to lay the foundation for an efficient navy. 
The result of the war caused bitter disappointment to 
the Italian people. 

The Italian fleet was assembled at Tarento in the 
middle of May, and the command of it given to Admiral 
Persano. He divided it into three squadrons. The 
fii'st squadron, under the immediate command of Per- 
.sano himself, consisted of the ironclad vessels Re. 
d’ltalia. Re di Portagallo, San ^Martino, Ancona, Maria 
Pia, Castelfidardo, and Aftbndatore ; a flotilla of five 
gunboats was attached to this active squadron. The 
second, or auxiliaiy squadron, Avas formed of unplated 
vessels. In it were the frigates Maria Adelaide, Duca di 
Genova, Vittorio Emanuele, Gaeta, Principe Umberto, 
Carlo Alberto, Garibaldi, and the corvettes Clotilda, 
Etna, San Giovani, and Guiscardo. The third squadron 
consisted of three battering vessels and two gunboats ; 
and the transport squadron included fifteen vessels, 
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which could convey in all about twenty thousand men 
across the Adriatic. 

On the declaration of war tbc fleets sailed from 
Tarento to Ancona, and cast anchor tliere on the 25th 
of June. 

Here Persano heard of the disaster of (Justozza, and 
resolved to wait until the new plan for the operations 
of the laud army had been decided upon, leaving one 
vessel, the Esploratore, to cruise outside of the harbour. 

On the 27th the Austrian fleet, under the command 
of Admiral Tegethoff, appeared in front of Ancona. 
Some shots were exchanged between the blsploratore 
and the leading Austrian vessel, the Elisabeth, but 
no further engagement took place, for, before Persano 
could weigh anchor and come out to fight, the Austrian 
fleet retired. 

For a length of time Persano remained inactive in 
Ancona. When Cialdiui advanced into Venctia, he 
was, however, ordered to act, and he determined to 
attack Lissa. 

The island of Lissa lies in the Adriatic, some thirty 
miles south of Spalato. Between it and the main 
land lie the islands of Lesina, Brazza, and Solta. 
Between Lissa aild Lesina there is a strait of a breadth 
of about fifteen miles. In Li.ssa there are two ports 
those of San Giorgio and of Comisa. 

On the 16th July Persano weighed from Ancona. 
The fleet which accompanied him consisted of twenty- 
eight vessels, of which eleven were iron-plated, four 
were screw frigates, two paddle-wheel corvettes, one a 
screw cort’ette, four despatch boats, four gunboats, 
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one )io.spital ship, and one store sliip. The frigate 
(<aribaldi remained at Ancona on account of neces- 
Miiy repaii-s. ^Messages were sent to all vessels at 
'rarcnto or Brindisi to sail towards Lissa, especially to 
1 he ram, the Affondatore. 

On tlic <;vcniugof the 17th, Persano issued orders that 
® . • 
Admiral Vacca, with three ironclad vessels and a cor- 

\ctte, should bombard Comisa; that the main force, 

consisting of eight ironclads, a corvette, and despatch 

boat, should assail San Giorgio ; and that Admiral Albini, 

with four wooden frigates and a despatch boat, should 

<‘ffoct a landing at* the poi’t of Manego on the south side 

of the island, in rear of the works of San Giorgio. 

'I’wo vessels were to cruise on the north and east of 

l/issa during these o])erations, in order to give timely 

warning of the approach of the Austrian fleet. 

On the morning of the 18th, Vacca began to bombai-d 
1 he w orks of Comisa. He soon found, however, that his 
guns coidd not attain sufficient elevation to do much 
damage. He gave up the attack, and sailed for Port 
Manego. Albini at ]\Iancgo, for similar reasons as Vaeca, 
c ould not effect a landing, and Vacca sailed to join 
Pei-sj^no. The latter had begun to bombard San Giorgio 
at eleven in the morning ; by three o’clock, when A^'acca 
arrived, he had blown up tw'o magazines, and silenced 
several of the Austrian batteries. He could not, how- 
/•ver, succeed in sending his ships into the harbour, and 
the prosecution of the attack Avas postponed till the 
next day. 

On the evening of the 18 th the whole of Persano’s 
fleet was assembled in front of San Giorgio, and in 
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the night it was joined hy the ram Affondatore and 
three wooden vessels. That evening Persnno heard that 
the Austrian fleet was leaving Fasana to attack him. 
He calculated, however, that it could not approach Li.ssa 
before nightfall on the 19th, and determined to make a 
second attack uixm the island on that day, and issued in 
consequence the following orders ; — 

Albini, with the squadron of wooden ships and the gun- 
boats, was to attempt a landing at Port Carolwrt, south 
of San Giorgio. The ironclads, Tembile and Varese, Avere 
to bombard Comisa, in order to prevent the garrison 
there from reinforcing that of San Giorgio. The floating 
battery, the Formidabile, was to enter the harbour 
of San Giorgio, and silence the batteries inside. Vacca, 
with the Principe de Cariguano, Castelfidardo, and An- 
cona, was to support the Formidabile ; the Re di Porta- 
gallo and the Palestro were to bombaixl the outside 
batteries ; while Persano himself, with the Re d’ltolia, the 
San Martino, and the Maria Pin, were to prevent oppo- 
sition being offered to Albini’s landing. 

The attack was postponed from hour to hour in case 
Tegethoff might arrive ; but when, in the afternoon, the 
cruisers signalled that no smoko was to be made out on 
the horizon, the attack began. 

The Formidabile entered the harbour, and, taking post 
four hundred yards distant from the Austrian batteries 
at the extreme end, opened lire. A batteiy on the 
northern side told severely upon her, and Persano 
ordered the Affondatore to open upon this battery 
through the mouth of the harbour. This was done, 
but without much effect. 
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Yocca fonned his three irouclads in single line, steamed 
into the harbour, and opened on the batteries inside; 
but he could not efficiently support the Fonnidabile, 
both because she herself covered the Austrian batteries, 
and on account of the difficulty of manoeuvring in the 
narrow space within the harbour, which is only about 
one hundred fathoms wide. 

He was soon forced to quit the harbour, and was 
followed by the Formidabile, which had lost sixty men, 
and suffered considerably. The latter was sent the same 
evening to Ancona for repau-s. 

The landing was equally unsuccessful The wind 
blew fresh from the south-east, and the boats could 
with difficulty approach the beach on account of the 
surf. 

On the night of the 19th, the ironclads were assembled 
in order of battle outside of the harbour of San Giorgio. 
Early the next morning the Piemonte joined Persano, 
who had now in all thirty-four vessels under his com- 
mand. On the 20th at daybreak the weather was 
stormy ; yet Persano ordered another attempt to land. 
The ironclads, Terribile and Varese, bombarded Comisa, 
Albini and Sandri, with the wooden vessels and the 
gunboats, supported the landing at Port Carobert. The 
Re di Portagallo and the Castelfidardo were engaged 
in some repairs to their machinery ; the ironclads 
remained under steam in front of San Giorgio, awaiting 
orders. 

The surf ran so high that the landing could not 
be effected, and it was about to be abandoned, when 
one of the cruisers bore hastily down through the rainy 
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mist, and signalled that the enemy was approaching from 
the north. Tegethoff with the Austrian fleet was at hand, 
to rmse the attack upon the island. 

BATTLE OP LISSA. 

On the I7th July, Admiral Tegethoff at Fasana heard 
by telegram of the Italian fleet being near Lissa. Hi* 
concluded that its appearance there was but a demonstra- 
tion to draw him away from the coast of Istria. On tlir 
19th, however, fresh telegrams assured him that the attack 
on the island was serious. He dctcmiined to proceed 
there. His fleet was in three divisions. The first 
dmsion, consisting of the ironclads Archduke Ferdinand 
Max, Hapsburg, Kaiser Max, Don .Fuan d’Austria, Prim t* 
Eugene, Salamander, and Drache, was under tlic im- 
mediate command of Tegethofl’. Tlie second division, 
consisting of the large wooden vessels Kaiser Novara. 
Prince Schwarzenberg, Count Radelzky, Adria, Danube, 
and Archduke Frederick, was led by Commodore Pel/.. 
The third divi.sion consisted of the smaller wooden vessels. 
Hum, Dalmat, Reka, Sc^ahound, Streiter, Velel»ieh, and 
Wall. Each division of the fleet consisted thus of 
seven ve.ssel.s. To it four despatch boats were attached, 
the Kaiserin Elisabeth, Andreas Hofer, Stadini, and 
Greif. Tegethoff hud with him thus twenty -five vessels, 
mounting about five hundred guns. 

The Austrian admiral left the roads of Fasana almut 
mid-day on the 19th of June. On the morning of tin* 
20th hia despatch boats reported a veascl of the enemy 
in sight. The wind was blowing strong from the north- 
west. At first Tegethoff* steered a course from the 



Ciur. II.] 


NAFAL OPERATIONS. 


311 


north-west to south-east, parallel to the Istrian coast, 
but off Zirona and Solta he altered his course to one 
directly from north to south. 

Persano, as soon as he heard of the Austrian approach, 
ordered his vessels to form line of battle. The Terribile 
and Varese were in front of Comisa, so that he had only 
ten ironclads. The Italian wooden vessels never came 
into action at all, except by firing some long-range 
shots. 

About nine o’clock the Italian ironclads, formed in 
single line, were steering almost from west-south- west to 
east-north-east in tlnee divisions. The first division con- 
sisted of the Maria Pia, the Varese, which arrived about 
this time, and the Re di Portagallo ; it was under the 
command of Ribotty. The second group consisted of 
the San Martino, Palestro, Affondatpre, and Persano’s 
flag- ship, the Re dltalia. The third group, under the 
command of Vacca, consisted of the Ancona, the Castel- 
fidardo, and Principe di Carignano. The Maria Pia was 
at the head of the column ; tlic Carignano was the stern- 
most vessel. When the Austrian fleet came nearer, 
Persano signalled each ship to go about, so that the 
Carignano led, and the column took a course from west 
to cast, 

Persano, at the same time, moved in pemon from the 
Re d’ltalia to the Aflbndatore, which he ordered to take 
up a position on the flank of the column furthest from the 
Austrian attack. When Admiral TegethoflF could clearly 
make out the Italian fleet, it was steering from west to 
east. He bore down upon it in the following order : — 
His twenty-one vessels were arranged in three divisions 
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of seven ships each. The iurst division consisted of iron- 
clads ; the two other divisions of wooden vessels. The 
line of ironclads led, with the admiral’s flag-ship slightly 
in advance, from which the other vessels, falling a little 
astern, formed a wedge-like order. The seven heaviest 
wooden vessels followed the ironclads, and were them- 
selves followed by the lighter vessels in a similar 
formation. 

Tegethoflf bore down upon the gap between Vacca’s 
three vessels and the central Italian group, and drove 
liis own flagship, the Ferdinand Max, straight upon the 
Re d’ltalia, which he rammed several times, and sank. 
Only a small portion of the crew were saved. The 
Palestro attempted to aid the Re d’ltiilia, but Tegethoflf 
turning upon her, ruined her steering appai'atus. At 
the same time she was attacked by other ironclads, and 
quickly caught fii’C. She fell away before the wind ; the 
fire could not be got imder, and with all her ship's 
company, except sixteen men, she blew up. Thus of the 
Italian central division two vessels were lost, while the 
Aflfondatore remained inactive, apart from the battle. 
'Phe third vessel of this division, attacked by the seven 
Austrian ironclads, as well as by three wooden vessels, 
was severely handled, and forced to retreat. 

The Italian division under Yacca had, with a north- 
easterly course, sailed along the flank of the Austrian 
ironclads as they advanced, and exchanged some broad- 
sides with them. When his leading ship, the Carignano, 
was clear of TegethoflTs ironclads, Yacca ordered a 
change of direction, and brought his three vessels in 
line between the second and third Austrian divisions. 
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His fire told severely on both, especially on the Kaiser, 
the flagship of the Austrian second division. 

The Italian division under Ribotty, when it saw the 
central division engaged, altering its course, moved 
against the Austrian wooden ships, and thus brought 
them between two fires. Ribotty fiercely attacked the 
Kaiser, commanded by Commodore Petz. Petz, using 
his wooden vessel as a ram, ran with full steam against 
the Re di Portagallo, and lay then alongside of her. At 
the same time he was attacked l)y the Maria Pia, and 
his vessel suffered fearfully. 

Tegethoff, by this time, had disposed of the Italian 
central division, and he brought his ironclads back to 
aid his wooden vessels. Under their protection the 
Kaiser got away, and was taken to Lissa. A close and 
fierce battle began now between the whole of the 
Austrian vessels and the six Italian ironclads, during 
which the Italian wooden squadron and the Affondatore 
looked on from the distance. The smoke was so thick 
that either side could with difficulty tell their own 
vessels ; and soon the necessity of hauling off was felt 

Tegethoff signalled to his fleet to form in three 
columns, with a north-easterly course ; the ironclads 
formed the northernmost line, nearest to the Italians. 
By this manoeuvre the Austrian fleet was brought in 
front of the strait between Lissa and Lesina. Yucca, 
under the impression that Persano had gone down in the 
Re d’ltalia, ordered the Italian ironclads to assemble, 
Sind with them in a single line steered slowly towards 
the west, waiting for the Palestro. She soon blew up. 
It was now about two o’clock, and the action had lasted 
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about four hours. At this time Pemino, with the Affoii- 
datorc, joined Vacca’s squadron, pliu'ed her at the head 
of the lijic, and ordered the other vessels to follow Iht 
movements. These movements app(^ar to have consistisl 
in no more than a steady pursuit of a westerly cours** tu 
the harbour of Ancona. By the battle of Lis^a the 
Italians lost two ironclads, the Bo d’ludia and the 
Palestro, The Affondatoi'c sunk at .\ncona, after reach- 
ing harbour. For throe days the; Italian j>cople Avorc 
led to believe that a, victory had been won at Lissa. 
The mortification of the defeat which then l)eoamo 
known was thereby increased. Persano was summoned 

4 / 

Ixjforc the Senate, and Avas deprived of all command in 
the Italian navA'. 

V 

One remark appi'ara jiatent, even to those udio arc 
quite unskilled in na\’al matters, that in this sea-fight 
TegethofF led his fleet, Persano only directed his. 
Another, that the Italian admiral, Avith superior forces 
at his command, allowed an inferior force, of his own 
ves.sels to be attacked and defeuk'd at the. decisive, 
moment by a smaller force of his adversary. 

On the 2 1st, the Austrian admiral returned, Avithout a 
missing a'csscI, to the roads of Fasaua. 



CHAPTER Ur. 


PEACE BETWEEN ITALY AND AUSTRIA. 

The aimlsticc concluded between Austria and Italy 
was to last from mid-day on the 13th August to the 
•Otli September. 

In the meantime, negotiations for peace were opened 
at Vienna ; and on the 3d October a definite treaty was 
signed. By it Austria recognised the kingdom of Italy, 
and the cession to it of ^'’enetia by the Emperor of tlie 
French. The ratifications were exchanged as soon as 
possible. The Austrian Commi.ssioner-General, IMoring, 
formally gave over Yenetia to the French Commissioner, 
Cleneral Lebceuf, when a plebi.scitc took place. The 
annexation to the kingdom of Victor Emmanuel was 
almost unanimously voted by the people of Venetia, and 
Italy became one great country, united under the sceptre 
of the House of Piedmont, and free of any foreign 
dominion, from the Alps to the Adriatic. 




APPENDIX I. 

PKELWnNARIES OF PEACE AGREED UPON BETWEEN THE TWO 
GREAT BELLIGERENT POWERS. 

" Their Majesties the Emperor of Au.stria and the King of 
Prussia, after declaring that they arc animated by a desire to 
restore to their peoples the blessings of jwace, appoint as their 
Plenipotentiaries — 

“ Ilis Apostolic Majesty — Count Kai-olyi and Baron de Bren- 
ner; and the King of Prussia — Count Bismarck, who have 
agreed upon the following points: — 

“ The integrity of the Austrian monarcliy, with the exception 
of Venetia, shall be maintained. 

“ The King of Prussia shall withdraw his troops from the 
Austrian territory as soon as a jieace shall have been signetl 

“Tlie Emperor of Austria recognises the dissolution of the 
Germanic Confederation as it heretofore existed, and accepts the 
new organization of Germany without the participation of 
Austria ; he undertakes to recognise the closer Federal relations 
{die engern Bunde^^ande) which the King of Prussia shall esta- 
blish to the north of the line of the Maine ; he also accepts tlie 
fonuation by the States of the South of a separate Confederation, 
and that the national connexion with the N6rth shall be re- 
served for future arrangement between the two Confederations. 

“ His Apostolic Majesty transfers to the King of Prussia all 
the rights which he had acquired by the Treaty of Vienna of the 
30th of October over the Ducldes of Schleswig and Holstein, 
■with the reservation that the population of Northern Schleswig, 
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if they should express such a ‘desire by a hw vote, should be 
re-united to Denmark. 

“ The war indemnity is fixcil at forty million thalers. Trom 
this sum fifteen millions shall be deihictcd as the equivalent of tho 
amount which the Emjx'ror of Austria, by virtue of the Treaty 
of 1864 , would still Ihj entitled to claim from the Elbe Duchies, 
and five millions as the equivalent of the provisioning of the 
Prussian troops which still continue to occupy the Austrian 
provinces until the conclusion of peace. There will, tlierefore, 
remain a sum of twenty million thalers to be paid in specie. 

“ The King of Prussia, at the request of Austria, coirsents to 
allow the kingdom of Saxony to retain its present territorial 
limits, but he reserves to himself the power of settling, by a 
special treaty to laj concluded with the King of Saxony, the 
que.stion of the war indemnities as well as the future position 
which Saxony shall hold in the Northern Confederation. 

“ The Euii»eror of Austria will recognise the new territorial 
arrangements etlected by the King of Prussia in the north of 
(Jermany, and also any territorial changes which he may 
complete. 

“ The King of Prussia engages to obtain the adhesion of his 
ally of Italy to the preliminaries of )>eace and to the armistice 
as soon as the Emperor of the I'n-nch shall have declared that 
the kingdom of A’enetia is at the disposition of the King of 
Italy. 

“ The Emperor of Austria and the King of Prussia, after the 
exchange of ratifications of the pre.sent preliminaries has Ijccu 
completed, shall appoint PleniiKjtentaries, who shall meet at a 
place to be hereafter selected, in order to conclude a peace upf)u 
the bases of the present preliminary convention, and to negotiate 
upon questions of detail. 

“ Eor these purpose-s, after having agreed iq)on the present 
preliminaries, the high contracting parties shall conclude this 
armistice between the Austrian and Saxon military forces on 
the one part, and the Prussian military forces on ' the other 
part. 

“ The conditions of this armistice shall Ihj settled immediately. 
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" Tl»e armistice shall commence from August 2d, and the 
present susi)eusion of arms shall be prolonged until that date. 

“ There shall also be concluded at the present stage of the 
negotiations an armistice with Bavaria, and General Baron de 
Manteuffel shall be required to conclude armistices, to commence 
also from the date of August 2d, upon the bases of the military 
quo, with Baden, Wurtembcig, and Hesse-Damstadt as 
soon as these Stales shall rc<purc.” 
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Much was said and wiitten at the time of the armistice on 
the state of the Prussian hospitals. "While the head-quarters of 
the fine army lay at Prague, the utter stagnation of affairs and 
a favourable opportunity induced the author to pay a visit to 
the line by which the Crown Prince advanced with the .Second 
Army from Silesia to the battle of Kbniggriitz. The train glided 
Avithout stopping past the station of Kbniggriitz, which is a 
short distance from the advanced works of the fortress, and 
Avhere a guard of the Austrian ganisou were standing beside 
their piled arms, past Josephstadt, close under the guns of the 
bastions, and between the main body of the place and an out- 
Avork on which an Austrian sentry Avas pacing along the rampart, 
and Austrian soldiers Avere lying listlessly beside the big guns 
looming out of the embrasures. The line of railAA’ay Avas itself, by 
the conditions of the armistice, aA’ailable for Prussian transport, 
but no l*ru.s.sian Avas alloAved to get out of the train either at 
Josephstadt or Kbniggiiitz, nor did the trains stop at either place 
uulpss some one unconnected Avith the Prussian army Avished 
to be put down or to get in, in which case a momentary halt 
Avas made at the station. On aniviiig at Kbniginhof, we found 
a large number of hospital tents filled with men Avho had been 
wounded at Xachoil, .Skalitz, or the great battle. I’russiun and 
Austrian soldiers lay side by side, all under the cai-c of Pmssian 
smgeous, but tended and nursed by a large number of Prussian 
ladies, and by many sisters of charity. Many of the Austrian 
soldiers Airere Poles, many Italians who spoke no (lerman, but 
relied upon the Prussian ladies to act as inteiq>rctcrs betAA'ceu 
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them and the suigeons. Many of the men were on the road to 
rapid recovery, and were able to talk cheerfully and smoke, 
while with a piece of green bough they brushed away the flies 
which in this warm climate clustered thickly in the hospital 
tent, and tried to fix themselves upon the healing wounds. In 
one tent lay two or three who were considered hopeless cases ; 
one poor feUow, an Austrian artilleryman, who had lost both 
legs, lay upon his mattress, moving his head feebly with a 
restless motioa "He must die,” whispered the surgeon; "he 
cannot get over it.” But going forward he stooped over the 
much-suSering man, patted his forehead, and spoke some words 
of consolation to him. As the doctor turned to leave the bed- 
side, the man, who seemed to derive some hope from his 
presence, began to moan feebly, but a lady who was sitting near 
him came over to him, smoothed his pillow, and by a few kind 
words quieted him and induced him to try to goto sleep. The 
sufferer, with a child’s obedience, closed his eyes, while Ms nurse 
sat down by his bed-head, ready to frighten away any fly that 
might threaten to disturb the fitful slumbers of the patient. 

In another tent "were a number of convalescents, with bright 
eyes, very different from those which, dull and hazy, betokened 
more dangerous cases. Here Baroness Seydlitz was serving out 
plentiful portions of cigars and tobacco, which were eagerly 
accepted by the men who were still unable to leave their beds, 
and whose thinned wMte hands told how much pain and ill- 
ness can be caused even by the tiny bullets of the needle-gun. 
This noble lady had two sons in the Prussian. army, both of 
whom had served during the campaign. At the begimiing of 
the war she was made superintendent of one of the many 
companies of Prussian ladies who formed themselves into 
charitable bands for nursing the wounded, and was now with 
her division of benefactresses stationed in the hospital tents 
of Koniginhof. Fortunately, her sons had passed unscathed 
through the actions ; but if every wounded soldier who came 
under her care had been her own child she could not have 
shown more solicitude for him than she did. The Prussian 
wounded had made us acquainted with their love and estimation 
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for her before we found her in the hospital tent, and every 
Sclave, Pole, or Italian-Austrian, when asked wlio had given 
him any little luxury which we saw by his bed-head, knew 
enough German to answer, " Die guie Frau von Scydlifzy 
General Von Lihvenfeld, who was passing througli Konigiiihof 
on his way to review the battle-field of Nachod, where he with 
six battalions repulsed the fierce attacks of the Austrians until 
his supports arrived, was visiting the hospitals, and with a 
wonderful power, not only of language but dialect, was talking 
kindly to every patient. IMany of the Austrians who were lying 
in the shaded tents of Kdniginhof had fallen under his own 
guns or the deadly fire of his own infantry at Nachod or Skalitz, 
but they bore no ill-will to the Prussian general. The Prussian 
Krankenthigers, Prussian surgeons, and Prussian ladies had re- 
moved any animosity which they iiiiglit at first not unnaturally 
have felt to not only an enemy but a conqueror. All were 
asked liow long they liad lain on the field of battle ; some four 
hours, some ten, some said thirty-six ; one now merry Austrian 
boy, about eighteen years old, told us that lu' had been wounded 
in the Jlaslowed Wood during the battle of Kcuiiggriitz, and 
had lain there lost and hidden in the tr(*es, and sufiering 
fearfully from tliirst and hungi^r, until found at the end of three 
days by some Prussian soldiers. An amputated foot showed 
that he had been 1)a<lly wounded, but it is ]jrobable that 
suffering exaggerated to his mind the length of time he lay 
upon the ground, for the woods wert* searched by the Prussian 
Krankentragers the day aftcT the battle, though it is quite 
possible that in such thick foliage a woiiii<Ie<l man may have 
lain long undetected, and perliaps been missed altogether. No 
one who did not see the countiy in which the battles of the 
w’ar were fought would realize the enormous exertions made by 
the Prussian Krankenthigers to bring in wounded men. It must 
be remembered that every piece of rising ground was covered 
with thick wood or high standing corn ; that down by the water- 
courses the long grass and the bulrushes rose tall in all their 
summer luxuriance. The wounded invariably, if possible, 
crawled under cover after Koniggiiitz, and sought by tlic brooks 



APPENDIX IL 


323 


for water to quench their thirst, or in the trees and crops for 
shelter ; the Krankentragers had to beat carefully over every 
yard of ground which lies between Horonowitz and Nechanitz, 
between the Bistritz and the Elbe — a space of nearly forty-five 
square miles, over which they had to search for and carry to 
the. ambulances many thousands of wounded men, Austrians 
and Prussians alike ; and there are but 1,900 of these men with 
the whole Prussian armies. 

The u’sual answer to the question, “ IMio first relieved you 
after the battle ?” was that a Prussian soldier had given the 
speaker something to drink out of his water-bottle directly after 
the action had ceased, and that, after some time, two Prussian 
soldiers with a stretcher had lifted him up and carried him to 
the divisional hospital, A drive down the valley of the Elbe 
towards the mountains brought us to the Castle of Nachod, 
which lies at the entrance of the Nachod Pass, and about half 
a mile nearer to the main ridge than the hill upon which the 
action was fought. From every large country house waved the 
white flag, with its red cross, which showed that the building 
was being used as a hospital, and that under its roof wounded 
men were being coaxed slowly to recovery. The Castle of 
Nachod, itself standing on a high spur of the mountain chain, 
ami overlooking most beautiful scenery, was occupied by 800 
wounded, under the voluntary si\perintendence of the Prince of 
Salm-lTorstmar, who had left his beautiful property of Ehein- 
graf to work for charity in the hospitals of wounded soldiers, 
liong lines of beds stretched on both sides of the oak banquet- 
ing halls and the tapestried chambers of the castle — beds 
occupied by su/lering but patient men ; Prussian ladies in black 
dresses were gliding about, noiselessly carrying medicines or 
medical comforts to their grateful patients ; Sisters of Mercy 
were sitting by the bedsides reading to the listening occupant, 
or propping up a feverish head on a snovy white pillow ; while 
in the conddors outside noble ladies, both in the dresses of the 
Prussian lady volunteers and in those of Sisters of Mercy, were 
preparing food for the sick, or tearing up linen and sorting cotton 
wool to assist the surgeons. Most of the patients were doing 
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wonderfully well The fine mountain air aixd the tender care 
of the nurses had a cheering effect upon them, which led them 
on to recovery. 

Many officers were in separate rooms, most of them Austrians, 
brave men who, undaunted even by pain, expressed their opinion 
that their defeat was due to the needle-gun alone, and showed 
no want of desire to fight the war over again with equal arms. 
All, fortimately, so nearly well that a few weeks more restored 
them to their regiments. 

There were still tenants of the Castle hospital at Nachod and 
of the tents of Koniginhof long after peace had been signed, and 
after the Prussian armies had inarched out of Bohemia ; but it 
was quite Avonderful how many of the men who were wounded 
at Xachod and Skalitz had already been dismissed from hospital. 
After the action of Nachod, 3,000 wounded were brought into 
the castle and town of Nachod alone, besides many who were 
withdrawn by tlie retreating Austrians to Skalitz and Konig- 
inliof, and afterwards fell into the hands of the Prussians. Of 
the 3,000 brought to Nachod, 800 still remained ; but the rest 
had been sent away as convalescent, for but few had died, 
defeating the cares of their nurses. The soldiers still in hospital 
could not find words to express their gratitude to the ladies, both 
Catholic and Protestant, who had been their constant attendants, 
night and day, since they were lifted from the stretchers of the 
Krankentriigers into their beds in the hospitals. Many of the 
recoveries must also be attributed to their care, for they, as all 
women by a bed of sickncs.s, had a power to sooth sun’ering men 
which no surgeons or professional hospital attendants ever 
seemed to attain to. 
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